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1 Se. John iv. 1. Dearly beloved, believe not every 
Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they are of GOD, 


EVER was a time, my dear brethren, in which 
|R this direction of the holy Apoſtle was more expe- 

dient, than what the preſent time is; never more 
need for Chriſtians being on their guard againſt the crafti- 
neſs of Seducers, againſt the temptations of deceiving Spi- 
rits, than what there is now. The preſent gloomy ſituati- 
on of that part of the Catholick Church which is in this King- 
dom calls loudly upon the faithful members of it, to be ve- 
ry jealous and watchful, leſt our buſy enemies get any ad- 
vantage over us; or by their repeated arguments ſhould | 
ſhake our conſtancy and reſolution, T . 
In every age, and in every nation, there have falſe Pro- 
phets gone out into the world: this is what our bleſſed 
Lok p and his Apoſtles after him have forewarn'd us of. 
But we are come to theſe unhappy days, when falſe Pro- 
phets are not only winked at, but are countenanced, Rb 
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ed and encouraged, are ſeconded with power and with the 


ſanction of Laws, to ſtrengthen and corroborate their er- 
roneous doctrines : Theſe are the men called Presbyterians, 


that upſtart ſett of people, who were never heard of till a- 
bout two hundred years ago; but ever ſince that time, have 


been the conſtant plague, and ſometimes the ruin, of both 
Church and State in this nation. 


Tis true, for ſome time paſt, they (we Presbyterians ) 


| had affected a ſhew of great moderation, which we were 


willing to believe real, and that it proceeded from a ſpirit of 


_ Chriſtian meekneſs, or at leaſt, was the reſult of the juſteſt 
policy. The old fiery Enthuſi 5afts, who had carried things 
Jo high at the Revolution, were now almoſt worn out, and 
their Succeſſors, of modern education, appeared to be of a 
very different ſtamp; the prevailing doctrines in Philoſophy 


and Religion had been generally eſpouſed by them alſo, and 


both in their Sermons and converſations they zealouſly re- 
commended univerſal benevolence, humanity and the mo- 
ral obligations, freedom of thought, charity for all who dif- 


fered from them, and the harmleſneſs of opinions, provid- 
ed the profeſſors of them were ſincere: ſuch, I ſay, were the 


avowed principles of many, the moſt eminent, of their new 
Divines; my none ſeemed greater enemies to perſecution 


than they: s indeed it would have been contrary both to 


their intereſt and honour. This fair outſide procur'd them 


great applauſe, and now that they were ſecure from danger 


and firmly ſeated in the Eftabliſhment, it might have raiſcd_ 


an odium againſt them, which could not have been eaſily 
warded off, and whoſe conſequences it was impoſſible for 


chem to kno „ If they had proceeded with their wonted 
vruelty againſt a ſe tt of mer for a adhering to principles, their 


ſincerity in which behoved to appear evident to the whole 
world, as they retained them maugre almoſt every imagin- 
able diſcouragement : they Judged it therefore more agree- 
able to their preſent circumſtances, to proceed with that 
cunning which is { natural to them, than with ſeverity ; 
and accordingly iet them: ly ex to cajole our people, and in- 


finuate into their favour, and by degrees, under ſpecious pre- 


tences of the little diffe rence betwixt our way and theirs, 


and their freedom to = > with us which we could 


2 


not 
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without guile : 
they laid aſide the vizor, and let the ravening Wolf appear 


PT 


not do with them, took occaſion to 3 us 2s ri gid and 
uncharitable; and thereby to alienate the minds of he weak 
er ſort, and ſeduce them, firſt with ſome reluctancy to coun- 


tenance, and ( as there is a progreſs in Error as well as in 
Vice) at laſt throughly to embark in the Sh:/m, to the 


great hazard of their ſalvation. But Time, the mother of 
Truth, has diſcovered tlie cheat, and laid open the inconſi- 
ſtency and diſſimulation of the Party : For their barbarous 


| and inhumane conduct of late has now made it clear, that 


the quiet we formerly enjoy'd, was owing to the lenity of 
the Adminitration, that would not hearken to their cruel 
ſuggeſtions tho, to ſerve a turn, they would willingly have 
aſſumed the merit of it, and palmed themſelves upon the 
world for meek and harmleſs lambs, without malice and 
But, when they had another game to play, 


in his genuine form. As none are truer to themſelves, or 
can improve opportunities better, they no ſooner found a 
Miniſtry for their purpoſe and, by reſtleſs ſolicitations, hold- 
ing forth their own Conſequitice, and the merit of their late 

behaviour, had gained ſo much influence, as to make them 
the executioners of their rage and ſpite againſt the Church, | 
than the antient perſecuting ſpirit returned, 

And now, after a conſiderable tract ef calmneſs and qui- 
et, they are beginning again to rouſe themſelves, and with 
all their might, with threatnings and fawning ſpeeches, with 
force and fraud by turns, they are endeayouring to ſubvert 
that diſtreſſed part of the Catholick Church in this kingdom, 
which has always been an eye- ſore to them; and has, be- 
fore this time, felt the fury of their malicious power: and, 
to the great grief of all ſincere chriftians, many there are, 
that were once of our number, but have baſely forſaken us 
in our calamity, that have deſerted a ſuffering religion, and 
preferred a proſpering and flouriſhing n, before the 
communion of à Church in diſtreſs. 

Now, in theſe dangerous and deceitful times, in 1 which 
ſo many are leaving their firſt loves, and dropping oft from 
the faith once delivered to them, I thought it my duty to 
endeavour, all that lay in my weak power, to preſerve you 
rom ne away ; and to retain you ſtedlaſt and ne 

able 
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able in the profeſſion of theſe chriſtian principles, which 


hitherto you have ſo zealouſly eſpouſed. _ 
Time was, when I could have ſaid ſomething of this na- 


ture before you all aſſembled in publick ; but now, that our 


ſacred places are demoliſhed, and the ill-natur'd zeal of 


our godly neighbours, among whom we live, has taken from 


us the agreeable opportunity of ſuch Aſſemblies, I muſt 
content my ſelf with writing to you, thereby to fix and con- 


firm ſome of you in that dejected Faith, which others of 


ou are already begun to be aſhamed of: And however 


plauſible arguments may be oftered to you by theſe triumph- 


ing Presbyterians, however ſtrenuouſly their Teachers, or 


leading men may go about to wheedle you into their Par- 
355 beſeech you, my brethren, hearken not unto them; 


neither be ſhaken by their falſe ſuggeſtions. Believe not e- 

very Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they are of 60. 
In purſuance of this deſign, all that is neceſſary will be to 

repreſent to you, in a true light, what kind of ſpirit theſe 


Presbyterians are of, by comparing their whole Conſtituti- 


on with the Conflitution of our Church; and, when their 


tricks and corruptions are thus expoſed to open view, I per- 
ſuade my ſelf, that neither you NOT Ty W Ckiſti- 


an will believe them. _ 
To this purpoſe I ſhall, 
1 Shew you their Original, which will be no great 
Task to do, 

II. Conſider their Conſtitution, in all i it's ſeveral parts, 
of Government, Doctrine and Worſhip. 

III. Shall anſwer all the particular arguments and mo- 
tives which they propoſe to you, at this time, to 
ſeduce you over to them; and confute theſe few 
excuſes which our proſelited members have to ſay 
in their own defence: and I ſhall take care to ad- 
vance nothing but upon undeniable proofs, nor to 

. Charge our enemies with any Error which I ſhall 
not make out. 
8 1 


In the firſt place then, let us trace bick theſe Precdyteri- 


21 Neighbours of ours to their original; and, if the Goſpel 
4 obſervation be true, That an cvil tree cannot bring forth 


good 


ers: 
:oſpel 
forth 


good 
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good fruit, nor a corrupt fountain fend forth pure flreams, 


| re we have little good to fay of the Presbyterians, not- 


withſtanding of all their mighty boaſts and ſtrong preſump- 
tions in their own favour. Their Party firſt began in RE 
BE L LION, and that too in a double ſhape : They firſt 

threw off their dhocherice to their ſpiritual Superiors, the 

Rulers and Governors of Cbriſt's Church, and, to aggra- 
vate the crime, they next took up arms of defiatice againſt 
their temporal Sovereign: Will any man ſay that theſe Spi- 
rits are of Gop? If you think this too ſevere a charge, I ap- 

peal to themſelves: I aſſure you, they are ſo far from deny- 
ing it, that they glory in it ; and whenever opportunity of- 
fered, they were ready to mica the example of their Fore- 


fathers. Nay, fo very confident are they in what their An- 


ceſtors did, that they aſſume the whole praiſe of the Refor- 
mation to themſelves, and talk very haughtily, ** That this 
Nation was reformed from Popery by Presbytery: *” This 
they fancy is a great deal, as indeed it would be ſomething 
for them, if it were literally true, and this they take care to a 
throw in ignorant people's teeth, to gain a vogue fot their 


Party and to blind the eyes of ſuch as wiſh well to the Re- 
formation, and hate the ſuperſtitious abuſes of the Church 


of Rome. But to this Aſſertion theſe two things may be an- 
ſwered, 

Firſt, It is not true; that this Nation was Ae by 
men of the preſent Presbyterian principles; which will ſuffi- 
ciently appear, if we confider the hiſtory of thoſe Times. 

It was about the middle of the ſixteenth Century, that 
King Henry the VIII. of England threw off the burden- 
ſome yoke of the Pope's Supremacy and made a ſhew of in- 
troducing a Reformation of Religion in his Kingdom: but 
all his lifetime little more was done that way, than what 
ſerved to advance ſome greedy views of that avaricious Prince 

This King Heury was Uncle by the Mother fide to our 
K. James the V. whom he took pains to inftrud in ſome 

of his Reformation principles; and, to this purpoſe, he ap- 
pointed a conference with him at Tork, to ſettle ſome points- 
in debate between them. But our King was influenced by 
poplh Counſellers, who were affraid of the conſequences of 

ſuch a mecting; and lo great weight had their remonſtran- 

ces 
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des with him, that he declared war againſt his Uncle: but 
ſo little to the nation's ſatisfaction, and to his own adyan- 
tage, that the very grief of the thing killed him. 

IT was in the year 1542. that K. James the V. died; 


and, upon his death, great commotions happened in the 
kingdom. Cardinal Beton endeavoured to eſtabliſh the Go- 
vernment to himſelf during the minority of Q. Mary, the 
only Child that K. James left: But, contrary to his Facti- 
on, the E. of Arran was appointed Governor by the States 
of the Realm. This Earl, at that time, favoured the newly 
appearing Proteſtant Party, and had two Chaplains, Guillam 
and Rough, that preached and prayed, and celebrated the 
other parts of divine worſhip in his family. But things did 
not continue long in this way. The Governor fell back to 
Popery, and his Chaplains were baniſhed into England. The 
Q. Dowager, Mary of Lorain, was conſtituted Regent of 
the Kingdom, and, by her Managemane, gave many 7 rubbs 


to the Reformation. 
Tiis true, there was a great ſpirit in the Kingdom againſt 


Popery, and this ſpirit was inflamed and countenanced by 
the Neb:/ity, that longed to be handling the rich Church- 
livings: And theſe carried on their deſigns ſo cloſely and 
_ conſtantly, that at laſt they gained their point, and got, 
what they called, a Reformation wrought. But I cannot ſee 
what ground the Presbyterians have for ſaying, That the 
Nation was reformed by them: If they mean by them 
| ſelves, men of a Church-devouring principle, we muſt own, 


the Reformation was principally carried on by them: But 


to ſay, That the Nation was reformed by Presbytery, is a 
thing which, I acknowledge, I cannot underſtand, The 
| hiſtory of thoſe times ſpeak in another ſtrain. 
Mr. Patrick Hamilton, one of the firſt that can be call- : 
ed Reformers, who was burnt in 1527, was veſted with pre- 
latical dignity : for he was Abbot of Fearn: Sure no man 
will ſay, he was a Presbyterian, What Mr. George Wiſp- 


art was, whether in Orders or not, 1s not altogether cer- 


tain : But, even according to the confeſſion of the renowne 
ed 7ehn Knox himſelf, there were Prelates that had a hand 


in the Reformation. 


* the Parliament I 569 that met by commiſſion com 
Q Mary. 
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Q. Mary, then in France, on purpoſe to ſettle ſome points 
of Reformation, he ſays, The chief pillars of the papiſti= 
cal Church gave their preſence ; ſuch as the Biſhops of St. 
“Andrews, Dumblain and Dunkeld, with others of the 
inferior ſort, beſides theſe that had renounced Papiſtry, 
and openly profeſt JESUs CHRIST with us; ſuch 
&« as the Biſhop of Galloway, the Abbots of Lindoris, Cul- 
& roſs, St. Colm's Inch, New-bottle, Holy-rood-houſe ; 
ce the Priors of St. Andrews, Coldinghame, St. Mary's 
ce. Iſle; the Sub- prior of St. Andrews, and divers others, 
e whom we obſerved no]. „ 


In this Parliament, where theſe Prelates ſat, a Confeſſion 


of Faith was given in and ratified, in ſeveral points differ- 
ing from the preſent Presbyterian Confeſſion of Faith, and 
two Acts were pafled, the one againſt the aſs, and the ſay- 
ers and hearers thereof; the other for aboliſhing the Pope's 
uſurped authority in Scotland. Theſe Acts, ſays Knox's Hi- 
ſtory, were read in Parliament, and ratified by the three E- 
ſlates of the Realm, at Edinburgh, the 19th day of July, 
in the year of our Lo RD 1560. And the firſt Book of Diſ- 
cipline, which was compiled by order of this Parliament, is 
atteſted by the Subſcriptions of Mr. Allexander Gordon Bi- 
ſhop of Galloway, Allexander Campbel Dean of Murray, 
with a great number more of the Clergy: And in the Sub- 
ſcription is this proviſo ** Providing, that the Biſhops, Ab- 
bots, Priors and other Prelates and beneficed men, which 
e elſe have adjoined themſelves unto us, brook the Revenues 
* of their Benefices during their lifetimes; they ſuſtaining 
* and upholding the Miniſtry and Miniſters, as is herein 
* ſpecified, for preaching the Word and adminiſtring the 
e Sacraments, ** Beſides theſe, there were a great many 
Lay-men that mightily forwarded this work ; Even in the 
year 1558, ( ſays Knox ) we had no publick Miniſters of 
the Word. Only certain zealous men exhorted their bre- 
hren. And he mentions the Laird of Dun, David Forres, 
Mr. Robert Lockhart, Mr. Robert Hamilton, William 
arlaw, Paul Methuen and others. And ſuchwas the ſcar- 
ty of Mini ſters, that, after the Pacification at Leith in 
1560, few Towns received Miniſters; and ſuch as did, got 
only one: viz Knox in Edinburgh, Goodman in St, Andrew, 
. * „ 


Will the . dare to 5 ater this, That this 


Will any of you be ſo credulous as to believe them ? Nay, fo 
far is it from being true, that the Reformation was begun by 
; Presbytry, that none of our firſt Reformers were of Presby- 


was not arigid one; otherwiſe he cannot be vindicated from 


= Whether he thought it lawful to ſerve in eceleſiaſtical Mini- 
| rations according to the Rites and Laws of the Church of 


ther occaſions: yet he never offers to condemn Epzſcopacy, 


© he did and ſaid againſt Biſpops, was as they were Poprſh, or, 


{ 20) 
Hleriat i in Hborduen, &c. and five Superkrtendentn: And in 
the firſt General Aſſembly that ever was, there were but four 


and twenty Members, of whom only nine were Mini ſters, 
and the reſt Laymen. 


Church was reformed from Popery by Presbytery, when 
there were ſo many Epiſcopal Clergymen and Laymen con- 
cerned in it? Or, if they ſhould be fo bold as ſtill to ſay fo, 


terian- principles. The famous Mr. 1/i/hart was of the o- 
pinion, that perſonal gifts and graces were a ſufficient war- 
rant for exerciſing the ſacred offices of the Miniſtry: yet he 
owned and reverenced the Biſbops, and exhorted the peo- 
ple to do ſo too. If their Apoſtle John Knox, was a Pres- 
byterian, according to the preſent principles of that Sec, he 


diſſembling, a crime which his enemies never taxed him 
with: For, had he been a Presbyterian, and an enemy to 
Epiſcopacy, as his pretended followers repreſent him, he 
had many opportunities of teſtifying his ſentiments: When 
he was aſked in K. Edward the V's Council in England, 


England, when he wrote his Admonition to the Commonalty 
SCOTLAN PD, when he wrote his Faithful Admonition 
ta the Profeſſors of the Goſpel in England, and on many o- 


as, we may believe, he would have done, if his judgment P. 
had led him to it, So far was he from that, he owned the 
Authority of the Biſbops, he called Archb—p. Cranmer Re- 
verend Father in GOD, he owned Superintendents, and 
himſelf was a Commiſſimer of Viſitation, as much as to ſay, 
aà temporary Biſbop. In ſhort, from all his works we may By 
gather, that he was no enemy to Epiſcopacy, and that all te 


as he calls them, Antichriſtian Biſhops. 


an 
THE whole of our firſt Reformers were of the ſame l £:. 
mind with the Church of England in ſeyeral momentous in C. 


ance? 
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ſtances in which our modern Presbyterians openly contra- 
dict and condemn that Church. They unanimouſly look'd 
upon the Communion of the Engliſb Church to be lawtul ; 
and, whenever occaſion ſerved, they never failed to commu- 
nicate with her. Friar Seton, who fled in K. James VI's time, 
was made Chaplain to the Duke of Syfolk; Sir Fohn Borth- 
wick was charged with Hereſy by the pop:zh Clergy in 1540, 
for maintaining, That the Liturgy of England was com- 
mendable, and that the Church of Scotland ſhould be govern- 
ed after the ſame model with the Church of England: Rouph 
one of the Earl of Arran's Chaplains was provided with 2 
Benefice by the Archb—p of York; even Knox himſelf 
preached in the publick Churches in England, in ſubordina- 
tion to the Biſhop, and, in all his writings, calls himſelf one 
of the Miniſters of the Church of England. Nay, in all 
their publick Deeds and Papers, our firſt Reformers openly 
and ſolemnly profeſt, That they were of one Religion and 
one Communion with the Church of England; and upor 
that ſcore did they implore the aſſiſtance of the Engliſn Queen 
Elizabeth, to help them throughly to reform this Church. 
In the publick thankſgivngs that were appointed after the 
Paci fication 1 560, they pray GOD, to confound the coun- 
ſel of thoſe that go about to break the moſt godly league con- 
tracted between them in his name: and, in many inſtances, 


they teſtify their unity and concord, in principles and doc- = 


trines, with Queen Elizabeth and the Engliſh Church, as | 


| reformed under her : and all the world knows, never any 


perſon, either in publick or private capacity, had a greater 
averſion at the Preſbytrians, or, as they were then called, 
Puritans, than that Queen had; and never any age produ- 
ced greater Champions againit the Presbyterian Tenets than 
lived in her days. V 30. 
Ils it not ſtrange, that, after all this, theſe Schi/maticks 
will ſtill aver, that Scotland was reformed by Preſtytery? 
But they have no regard to truth nor ingenuity, when the in- 
tereſts of their Party come in competition: and think to im- 
poſe on the ignorance of well meaning people, by loud talæ 
and great boaſting, without argument and proof, When we 
ſee, from undeniable teſtimony, that ſo many Epi/cagat 
Clergymen and Laymen of all ranks, had the chief hangin 
ber 1 f promotting 


e 

promotting the Reformation, with any ſhew of order or au- 
thority: and that theſe Reformers were of the ſame mind 
with the Church of England, and openly profeſt their ap- 
probation of her and communion with her ; which the pre- 
ſent Presbyterians & plainly refuſe to do: does not this ſhow, 
that if any favourable concluſion can be drawn from the in- 
_ clinations of firſt Ręfor mers, it is maniſeſtly on our ſide, and 

full againſt the aſſertions of the Presbyterians. But, 
Secondly, Tho! it were true, what they ſay, that the Na- 
tion was reformed by Presbytery, yet what ſtrength can 
there be in that Argument, or what does it ſignify againſt 
our Cauſe? Was all the Nation obliged to ſtand by the de- 
cerees of a few aſſuming men, that took upon them to fe- 
form a national Church, without the conſent of thoſe in au- 
thority? Or, becauſe two or three tumultuous Preachers 
found fault with ſome things in the Conſtitution, that did not 
ſuit their humour, muſt theſe things be immediately laid a- 
fide to pleaſe them? At this rate, no Order or Policy could 
ever be laſting : For there will ſtill be Fellows in every Com- 
 momwealth, of a pragmatick, meddling ſpirit, that will be 
ſſtarting objections, raiſing difficulties, and would fain be 
mending what, they think, is amiſs; and it is impoſſible to 

JJ Cl 
If Epiſcopacy, or the government of CHRI1sT's Church 
by Biſhops, be a thing lawful and commendable, ( not to 
ſay neceſſary, and, as it is, of Divine In/titution, ) will a- 
ny impartial man conſent to the aboliſhing of it, when a 
few ſeditious Subjects, that cannot bear to be commanded, 


riſe up in Rebellion againſt it? If the preſent Adminiftrati- 


on be according to the Laws and Statutes of this Land, will 
it juſtify the inſurrection of a few diſcontented Rebels, to 
ſay, That they were not pleaſed with it, and that they want- 
ed to remove it, in order to eftabliſh one more agrecable to 
their Taſte ? If this were a maxim allowed in State-politics, 
there would ſoon be an end of government, and nothing 
_ would follow but Anarchy and Confuſion. But, 
The wiſdom of all States has judged otherwiſe, and'no 
man muſt meddle with theſe affairs, or if he does, he may 
uxpect the puniſhment which his raſh Intruſion deſerves. [ 
| the rather make this compariſon to our Presbyterians, 3 
33 ee cauſe 
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dauſe there is an Example at preſent that illuſtrates it, and 
in which they exert themſelves with vigour, contrary to their 
avowed Reformation- principles: For if it was lawful for 
John Knox, and a few factious men with him, to quarrel 
with the ſettlement of the Church about 200 years ago, 
andto take up arms againſt their lawful Sovereign in defence 
of their own Scheme, is it not as lawlul for the Facobite Par- 
ty now, to quarrel with the Succeſſion in the preſent Illuſtri- 
cus Houſe, and to do what they can, by force of Arms, to 
reſtore their, ſuppoſed, rightful PRINCE ? Or, if theſe men 


be legally chargeable with Rebellion, for riſing up againſt the 


| Powers that be, are not the reforming Preachers the ſame ? 
To any unbiaſs'd judgment this concluſion will naturally 


occur. But, : 


The Presbyterians ſay, The Biſhops were Papiſis and J- 
dolaters, and did a great many wrong things, and therefore 
it was neceſſary to take a courſe with them: And do not the 
preſent Jacobites ſay the ſame for themſelves? Is it not all 
the plea they have to make, That this Family are Uſurpers 


and Foreigners, and ds a great many things that they think 


wrong ? *Tis natural for every body to have ſomething to 
ſay in their own favour; and I believe no man, with any | 
degree of honeſty, ever oppoſed a thing but what he thought 
wrong: But who is the judge of publick right and wrong? 
Not every private man, I. am ſure: Or, if he do forma 


judgment of publick affairs, it mult be only for himſelf, and 
mult be kept to himſelf: He muſt not, in conſequence of his 


private judgment, ſet up a reforming, changing and model- 
ling as he thinks fit: eſpecially when the thing is ſettled and 
confirmed by lawful authority, as the Biſbops, at the Refor- 


mation, undeniably were: And, if they were, certainly it 


was a breach of Law in Fohn Knox, and thoſe with him, to 
aboliſh their Order, If what the Presbyterians ſay be true, 

that they, not only endeavoured but, actually did aboliſh 
them: For this, I fancy, is what they mean, when they tell 


us, that the Nation was reformed by Presbytery, that Epi- 
ſcopacy was laid aſide, and the Biſbops turn'd out at the Re- 


formation. If this be their meaning, I wiſh they would plain- 


ly tell you ſo, and not cloke the diſagrecableneſs of their 


{tor y with fair Terme. 


The 
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The love and afeftion which they find the generality of 


the Nation do ftill retain to that ons Order, cannot be 


fo eaſily rooted out; and therefore they endeavour to bring 


their Presbytery into vogue, by attributing to it the whole 

| honourof the Reformation. But, If this be all the merit Pres- 

_ bytery can plead for itſelf, I hope, your eyes will be opened, 
and you'll take care, not to be impoſed upon by them. For 
if Presbytery turn'd out Epiſcopacy, when it was ſettled by 
the Zaws of the Land, and that without any other warrant, 
than the opinion of two or three preſumptuous Divines, I 
Cannot ſee, how they can juſtify themſelves from the impu- 
tation of contraveening the Laws, or how we are obliged 


to imitate them. 


All this I have ſaid, on the ſuppoſition of the Presbyteri- 
an's plea being true: But that it is not true, I have ſhew- 


ed you already; and tho? it were true, it ſignifies nothing. 


Indeed for more than 50 years, from the year 1550, till the 


year 1990S, we cannot well tell by what denomination to 


7 diſtingu 1 * National Church: All that time the Land 


was ſo o haraſſed with Reformations and Croſs-Reformations, 


and all without the conſent, nay, ſome of them, d a- 


the allowance of lawful Authority. | 
Sometimes, a meeting of nine Miniſters and thirty five 


 Laymencall themſelves the General Aſſembly, and pretend 
0 Rs eccleſiaſtical Laws and Canons for the whole Scot - 


tiſb Church; Sometimes, the Biſbops had the honour, and 
ſometimes the power of fitting at the head of theſe ¶ em- 
blies: At other times, the Biſhops were kick'd out of doors, 


and a Layman (like Buchannan ) preferred to be their 122 


derator; Sometimes, the General Aſſembly did all of itſelf, 
as if it had been the high Court of the Nation : And the next 


| year perhaps, a pretended Parliament would clip the Afem- 
uy s wings, and leave them ſcarce a ſhadow of power. 


In x 560, there were appointed Superintendents, by way of 
Biſhops, with power to viſit Dzoceſſes and cenſure Mini ſters: 
when they were out of humour with this confuſion, Super- 

 antendency was voted uſeleſs, When the E. of Mar was Re- 
gent, in the General Aſes den at Leith, in January 
157 2, it was agreed, That the old Epiſcopal Power and TI- 
les ſhould be revived » and that the Church ſhould 5 govern- 


cd 
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ed by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, &c. as it uſed to be: But this Po- 
lity Joon diſpleaſed too, the General Aſſembly took the Rule 


into their hands again, and, for a beginning of it, they 'de- 
poſed Paton Biſhop of Dunkeld; this irritated the Regent 


od, 4 


ſettled the Biſhops. 
When K. James the VI. took the management into * | 
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themſelves in power, by the ſame methods they took to get 


their followers, againſt the King. This he was abundantly 
ſenſible of, but had not power ſufficient to redreſs it. The 
troubles of the Nation, during his Mother's impriſonment 
in England, had given them ſo much ſway, and their Doc- 
trines and Sermons, tending ſo much to Rebellion and Diſ- 


five ced into ſeveral diſagreeable ſteps by their dangerous ſolici- 
end tations, which he was under a neceſſity of complying with. 
1 But when, upon the death of Q. Elizabeth, he went up 


and into Esgland, to take upon him the government of that 


Tem- Kingdom, he was then able to act as King, and to ſhake off 


ors, thoſe fetters, with which the Presbyterians in Scotland had. 


Mo- | endeavoured to keep him down. Accordingly in his firſt Par- 
ſelf, liament after that, in the year 1603, by the unanimous con- 
next ſent of his Council, Epiſcopacy was ſettled upon a firm and 
em- laſting Baſis. And becauſe that ſacred Order was expired 


by the death of the reformed B:/hops, and the Precbyterians 85 


ay of not allowing their Scesto be filled up, Commiſſion was 


ſters: ven to ſome of the Engliſb Biſhops to conſecrate Bſhops for 
uper- | this Church, according to the practice of the * 8 
Re- Church, in ages of the pureſt Antiquity” 

nuary This may be called the ra of the Refarmation i in this 
d Ti- Kingdom: All that was done before, being done without 


mers: ann or cunuingly brought about by fuchood and flow 


Morton ſo far, that he immediately packt them off, and re- | 


own hands, the Presbyterzans, now come to a greater height, 
tried what they could do with him; and, partly by cunning, 
partly by threats, they got him, with difficulty, todo ſome- 
thing in their behalf. And on ſome kind of footing they ſtood 
from 1 592, to 1603, endeavouring as far as poſſible, to keep 


into it; by ſeditious practices and inflaming the hearts of 


obedience, had fo poiſoned the minds of a great part of the 
a- Nation, that he found it almoſt impoſſible to reduce them to 
| their duty: And ſo we are not to wonder, that he was for- 


| 
. 
| 
| 
| 


took at K. 
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| . How the Church ſtood after that, is obvious to all that 


ames the 


know any thing of hiſtory. All the time of K. 7 


VI. and about 12 years after, the Presbyterians in Scotland 


and Puritans in England were very calm: For that King 


left the Noblemen and others of the Laity 1 in the peaceable 

_ poſſeſſion of theſe parts of the Church-patrimony, which they 
had ſeized on at the beginning of the Reformation: And 
the Presbyterian party, being forſaken by: luch able dare 
made but little head. But, 5 
When his Son K. Charles the J. ſucceeded, he formed a 


f recovering all theſe Lands out of Lay-hands, and 


deſig 
reſtore them to the Church ; which the Laity fearing, and 


unwilling to quit ſo rich a prize, took counſel againſt 


him, how to defeat his intentions: and finding the Presbyte- 


rian Preachers ready to join with them, they all together 


form'd that famous BUND of mutual Defence called, 
The Solemn League and Covenant, which 
made ſuch a ftir in the three Kingdoms; and nothing occa- 
ſioned all the troubles and calamities that followed, but the 
pious zeal of the King on the one part, and the ſacrilegious 
| covetouſneſs of ſome of the Lazty, encouraged by the Tedi- | 
tious counſels of the Presbyterian Miniiters on the other. In 
end Epiſcopacy was ſuppreſt, not only in Scotland, where it 


had, for a hundred years paſt, met with ſeveral blows, but 
even in England itſelf, where it had ſtood it's ground, ſa- 


_ cred and untouched, ever ſince England became chriſtian. 
In it's room the Presbyterians, i in both Kingdoms, thought 


to have been maſters ; but Cromwel kept them much at under: 


And all the time of his power there was a baſtard kind of 
thing encouraged, made up of Presbytery and Independency. 


In this ſtate our Church continued for nineteen years, till 


at the Reſtoration, in 1660, K. Charles the II. revived the 


Laws for eſtabliſhing Epiſcopacy, on the footing which his 
Grandfather had fixed it upon; in which ſituation it ſtood 


for 28 years, till, upon the general diſguſt that the Nation 
Fame: the VII. the Presbyterian Party ſided with 
the P. of Orange; and, by ſalſe inſinuations and manifeſt un- 
truths, impoſed ſo far upon that Stranger Prince, as to get 


2 pi ſccbaey aboliſhed, and themſelves ſettled in the enjoy- 


ment b of the Church brings. The moſt of you know, what 
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was the reaſon that the P. of Orange did ſo much for them, 
that it was becauſe the Biſbops and their Clergy eould not 


think of ſhaking off the Allegiance they had once plighted ta 
K. James; and which, in conſcience, they thought they 
were bound to adhere to, in a peaceable way, even to the 
loſs of all their Preterments. And, every body knows, that 
Prince would never have favoured the Presbyterians ſo far, 
if the Epiſcopal Party would have approved of his meaſures. 
By this Settlement, in 1688, the Presbyterians have hitherto 
maintain'd their ground, and the Epiſcepal Party hath ſtill 
been kept out of the Church-livings by the ſame ſcgyple of 
Conſcience, which was the firſt cauſe of their be laid 


aide, 


days; and have ſhewn you, That this Church was reform'd, 
not by Presbytery, as they ſay, nor by men of Presbyterian 
principles; But chiefly by Epiſcopal Clergymen and Laymere 
agreeing in principle and doctrine with the Church of En- 


gland under Q. Elizabeth That altho? it had been reform: 
ed by Presbytery, yet, that was no tie nor obligation upon 

us, neither are we bound to imitate the firſt Reformers in a- 
ny thing they did contrary to Law : And when the Presby- 


terians got themſelves ſettled, it was by the covetous views 
of aſpiring Noblemen, and by reaſon of the ſtiffneſs of the 
Epiſcopal Clergy in perſevering in their 4//egiance to their 
Sovereign. By all which it appears, that their preſent aſſer- 
tions have no foundation, but are deſigned to intrap credu- 
lous and unwary people. 5 OTE 
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LET us now examine the Con/titution of this Kirk of 
theirs in it's ſeveral parts, and we ſhall find, that their Mo- 
del is as erroneous as their Original is confuſed :+ For when 
men take to themſelves the liberty to vent every idle noti- 
bn which their giddy brain produces, and that too with the 


THUS I have traced the Presbyterians from their firſk 
appearance, in K. James the Yth's time, down to our own. 


aſſurance that their opinion is exactly agreeable to the Word 
f G OD, how is it poſſible, but that the world muft be fill- 
d with Nonſenſe, Ab/urdity and Contradition ? Thugit was 

ich the followers of John ** from whom, with mm 


back, ready to ſecond all he ſaid, with a blind applauſe, and 
to fly in the face of all that would contradict him. Of thi 
ſtamp were the men that found fault with the then Church 


and ſettle, what they called, a better Scheme of their ow 


_ orderly and abſurd. Every ſingle Pariſb-Preacher takes 
pon him, indeed, to be the ſame with the old Chriſtian 5 
hops, and will tell you, that his dignity is as great as thi 


fix or eight Lay-Elders, reſembles the antient Dioceſian Cou 
cils, if you'll believe his own word: and when he fits at th 


of theſe men; and a pride too, that muſt be founded on a fall 


10 16 ) 


ral Deriations and ſeveral Additions, the Predbyterians are 
I; ſprung. i 


Every thing they publiſhed, they boldly maintained to be 


- conſonant to GO D's Mord: As indeed, ſo it was, aecord- 
ing to their forc'd and farfetch'd interpretation of it; and 


of the juſtneſs of their interpretations, they would allow 


none to be Judges but themſelves. The Biſhops and thei: 
Clergy they vilified as ignorant Sotts, that knew nothing, 
and fo not qualified to judge in ſuch weighty matters: And 
i John Knox, i in many places, boaſts, he was able to maintain 
his 0 againſt all the Doctors and Divines in the kingdom 


well he might, when he had a ſrantick Rabble at hi 


and would force interpretations of Scripture, to introduc 


deviſing. But let us ſee the truth of this in the branches« 
their Conſtitution, their Government, Doctrine and Worſhi) 

Firſt, As to the Government of their Kirk, when vt 
taks a thorough view of it, nothing will appear more di 


of Timothy, Titus or 'E paphroditus, &c. His Kirk-Seſſion, 


head of that renowned Fury, you muſt think, you ſee 01 
—of the antient Fathers, like St. Cyprian, preſiding in the v 
nerable Aſembly of his Presbyters, ſuch is the aſſuming pri 


Hoods and groundleſs aſſertions. They'll maintain, that) 
James Biſhop of Feruſalem, or St. Chryſaſtom Biſhop of Cu 
fantinople, or St. Athanaſius of Allexandria, were but li 


their Pariſß-Miniſters, and all their power extended on 


to be Moderators of their reſpective Kirk-Seffions. As if 
a large Town, like any of theſe three, one Clergyman co 
ſuffice, even with the help of an unordain'd Kirk-Seſſ# 


or, as if the Presbyters, that had the charge of men's 50 


under the Biſbop's inſpection, Were only dumb Lr 


1900 

But ſee the vainglory and ſtubbornneſs of theſe Neighbours 
of ours; they cannot bear ſubjection to a Biſbop, yet every 
one of them muſt be a Biſhop himſelf, and thinks he is as 
great, and exerciſes as much ſpiritual power in his own Pa- 
riſb as any old Biſbop ever did in his Dioceſs. 

But, my brethren, if you ask them what Commiſſion they 
haye to ſhow for this ſpiritual power of theirs, I fear, you'll 
put them to a Nonplus. Any of you, that have the oppor- 
tunity, may enquire at the Presbyterian' Biſhop among you 
in this Pariſh, What way he can deduce his Ordination from 
the Apoſtles, or whether he pretends to go ſo far back for his« 
Commiſſion ? Why, he was ordained by a Presbytery, and 
the members oft Hresbytery by another Pregbyteryg.and> 
ſo on, till the beginning of the Reformation, that all their 
Ordinations center in the perſons of John Knox and the firſt 
Refor mers, and there they ſtop, they can go no further. But 
from whom had the firſt Refor mers their Ordination? This 
is it, that puts them to a ſtand. Either they were Laymen, 
and, having ſet up themſelves for Preachers, without any au- 

thority, pretended to ordain others; or they were ordainꝰd 
by popiſh Biſhops, which will be a great vexation to their po- 
ſterity to think, that any power they have, was conferred 
on them by Papifts. Rather than admit ſuch a lain on their 
holy religion, they will begin their power at John Knox, and 
tell you, that he and ſome more at that time, were inviſi- 
bly and immediately commiſſioned by GO D; and that the 
extraordinary Gifts theſe men were bleſt with, was a ſure 
proof of their authority. This is the pretty foundation on 
WM which the whole weighty ſtructure of Presbytery is built, and 
chis /ecret Call, as they term it, they inſiſt upon, and plead 
as the only warrant they have, for exerciſing ſacred Offices. 
This was plainly the mind of ſome of our firſt Reformers. 
In 1558, it was concluded, That the Brethren in eve- 
Y T own ſhould aſſemble tonethar; &c. fill it ſhould pleaſe 
* GOD to give the gift of Exhortation by Sermon to ſome, 
For the comfort and inſtruction of the reſt. And at that 
time, zealous men exhorted their brethren, according to the 
« gifts and graces granted unto them. And in the Confeſ= 
* of Faith, preſented to the Parliament, in 1560, the 6 
craments are ſaid to be miniſtred by lawful Miniſters, whom 
| We 
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we affirm, ſay they, Jo be only they that are aopebined 
© zo the preaching of the Word, or, into Nes mouths GOD 
hath put ſome Sermon of Exhortation. ” | 

There ſeems, indeed, to be ſome excuſe for the Reform 
ers in this: I hey found: the popiſb Biſhops madly incenſed 


_ againſt them, and politive not to countenance their deſigns 


any manner of way: And ſeeing nothing could be done to- 


ward a Reformation, without ſetting apart ſome certain men 
to be:Preachers and Miniſters, rather than have the York 
ſtopt by the obſtinacy of the Biſpops, t to whom the Ordina- 
tion of Miniſters belonged, they made a faſhion of ordain- 
ing them themſelves: And from the inclinations, profeſſi- 


one and behaviour of theſe Reformere;"ili uten inſtances, we 


may conclude, that if the pop;/h Biſhops, at that time, would 
have complicd with them, they would never have invaded 


their province of Ordination. 


Tis true, they are not without lathe: br an ul 


thing ſhould never be committed, tho? with ever ſo good an 
intention, and no man muſt do evil; that good may come 


of it. And it was not only unlawful in them, to take upon 


them the miniſterial Function, without a lawful Miſſion; 


but their plea of extraordinary gifts and' rates is likewiſe 
quite ridiculous and vain. 


When our bleſſed LORD called himſelf the gon of GOD. 


Aid the Jews believe bim, or did he defire them to believe 
bim, on his own word? No, he appeals to the Miracles 


which he wrought ;- Theſe (ſays he) teſftiſ of me. 

If the Presbyterians will do ſome mighty thing, or ſhew 
ſome miraculous ſign, to demonſtrate the inward call of the 
Spirit, we will believe them. But let them tell you what 


extraordinary gift was to be ſeen about the Presbyterian Re- 


formers. A great many of them were plain, ſimple men, that 
found fault with the corruptions of the Ghyrch of Rome, but 
they knew very little about the Conſitution of the Catholict 


Church: They fear d no danger and ſpar'd no pains, in pub- 


lickly explaining the Scriptures to the people: And the moſf 
of them were men of {trict morality, and untainted charac- 


ters. But what of all that? Were theſe extaordinary Gifts? 
So extraordinary, as 


to intitle them to extraordinary privi- 
leges! Were any of them gitted with the power of working 
; _— rage 


22 
ments 

an the 
at firſt 
thod b 
this P 
withol 
ſelves. 
ſupply 
ed for 
cordin 
extrao 
Elders 
cimen 
reaſon 
ed me: 
may ne 
nying 


% mer 


their ( 
be any 
hath as 
er, anc 
and m. 
neighb 
Efabl, 

You 
Ment is 


. 2 ) 
FE or wonderfully healing, the Siet, or raiſing the 
Deu to life, or bringing about any ſupernatural effect, os 
out the help of viſible means, all Which the Apoſtles, theſe. 
2xtrnordinary gifted men, were enabled todo? I never heard 
any of them that pretended to this. And by all the ac- 
counts we have of them, there was nothing about them more 
chan there is about the moſt of their followers now-a-days, 
an unſeaſonable, unbridled Zeal, and a mighty pretence to 
extraordinary Sanctity and Dan And if theſe Grfrs 
could qualify men, in Woſt days, for the office of the Mini- 
firy, why not the ſame G/s qualify mento that Office now? 
If they can produce no other Right for their being Mi- 
ers and for taking upon them to adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments of CHRIS T's appointment, hath not every Chriſti- 
an the ſame Right? If their Ordinations were performed, 
at firſt, by well gifted Laymen, why ſhould not the ſame me- 
thod be letra now? 1 ſhould think, the Presbyterians in 
this Pariſh, on the death of their laſt Preacher, might have 
without any further ceremony, cheſen out among them 
ſelves a well gifted Brother, if any ſuch there had been, to 


ſupply his place, and preach and pray to them, and not wait- 
ed for the formality of a Presbytery- Settlement; which, ac- 


cording to their own doctrine, there is no need for, where 
extraordinary gifts and graces are. May not one of Mr. B.'s 
Elders mount the pulpit, and give the congregation a ſpe- 
cimen of his Grfts in his turn? And if the Keformers had 
reaſon to complain of the Biſbops, for denying godly, gift- 
ed men the liberty to preach GO D's Word to the people, 
may not the people now complain of their Preachers for de- 
nying them the ſame liberty? Or are there no gifted, god- 
h men among them but their Preachers? I ſcarce think, 
their Congregations will allow that to be ſaid : And if there 
be any ſuch man to be found in a Congregation, that man 
hath as good a Call to be a Miniſter, as their preſent Preach- 
er, and if he ſhould take upon him to preach and pray, n 
and make a faſhion of adminiſtring the Sacraments to his 
neighbours, I cannot ſee how the Presbytery, by their own 
Eflabliſhment, could well quarrel him. | 
You ſee, what a maſs of confuſion their 8 
nent 1s, I need not ſpeak of their r and General A em- 


 bliets 
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| A # 8 | By 4 | * * : 
Nies, theſe upſtart Judicatures, that are always mintng at 


the Epiſcopal Power, and in which there is as much tyrar. 
ny uſurp'd by parties of caballing men, and as haughtily ex- 
erciſed over their weaker brethren, as ever they complatn'd 


_ of in the Lord Biſhops, Thus is the Kirk of Scotland * 


verned in a way that no Church in the world ever obſerved, 
and which was never obſerved nor heard of, for more than 
a thouſand years after there was a Church here. 1 


Secondly, Let us take a view of ſome of their Doctrines, 
and we ſhall find them not a whit better. Their Doctrine 
of Predeſtination, what tendency can it be ſaid to have, but 
to harden poor creatures into deſpair, and to affront the Sa- 


cred Majeſty of Heaven, with the ridiculous characters of 
Partiality and Injuſtice? For if it be true, that G O D has 
from all eternity elected ſome to everlaſting Life, and or- 


dained others to eternal Miſery, meerly out of his own good 


pleaſure, without any other reſpect whatever, does it not 


n o Db very abſolute Being, without any mixture of 


goodneſs or mercy? And does it not quite ſilence all the ar- 


guments that can be uſed for encouraging Virtue and diſcou- 
raging Vice? For, ſays the Sinner, IF GOD has ordain'd 
eme to Happineſs, let me do what I will, his Decrees mt 


& Rand, and no Sin that I can commit, can alter his Prede- 


C ſtination: Or if he has ordain'd me to be damn d, will my 
Prayers and Repentance and Faith and good works reverſe 


cc my doom, or change my Reprobation . , hy need TI trouble 


. ny ſelf with the auſterities of a virtuous Life, or deny 
* myſelf the pleaſures and gratifications of the world, ſince, 


©* after all, GO D's Decrees muſt land, and I muſt be 


Judged not according to what I do, but to what GOD has 


& aforehand determined concerning me? Can any thing be 


ſaid after this, to reform ſuch a Sinner, or what arguments 
will prevail with a man that is taught ſuch a Doctrine? 


Why, ſay they, St. Paul is very expreſs for Predeſtina- 


tion and Election, and is not his authority ſufficient for our 


teaching and preaching any Doctrine, let the conſequences 


be what they will? Be it ſo, But does not St. Peter obſerve, 
That there are ſeveral places in St. Paul's writings, which 
even in his days the ignorant and unſtable were in danger of 
| wreſting to their own deſtruction? And I am afraid, this 


___  paſlage 
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paſſage of his may be one of theſe, ? Tis the IXth, Chapter 


of his Epiſtle to the Romans, out of which the Presbyteri- 
ans, here and abroad, draw their arguments for Predefti- 
nation and Reprobation : not conſidering that St. Paul is 


there ſpeaking of the caſting off the Jews and chooſing the 
Gentiles, to be the Church of CHRIST in after ages: 
without any reſpect to the ſalvation or damnation of parti- 
cular perſons. He tells them, that GO D loved Jacob, and 
hated Eſau, without ſeeing any good in the one, to para 4 
his Love, or any ill in the other, to incur his Hatred. 
By Jacob is repreſented the Church of the Fews, and "Ol 
Eſau the Gentiles. And the Apo/tle's en is, That the 
Fews were to be GO D's choſen people, without any de- 
ſervings of theirs to merit ſo high a privilege. And his deſign 
in this is, to ſtop the mouths of the Roman Chriſtians from 


glorying, that they were now to be the Chureb of CHRIST 
tothe excluſion of the Fews. The whole ſtrain of the Chap- 
ter ſhows this. We are not to think, that St. Paul meant, 
that Jacob was choſen to ſalvation, and Eſau to be damn'd, 


I ſcarce think the Apoſtle would have gone ſo far. But this 


hath occaſioned the miſtake of a great many, otherwiſe well- 
meaning men: that they applied what the Apaſtle ſays in this 


Chapter, to particular perſons, whereas the Apaſtle deſign d 
it for the Jews and Gentiles in general. 
Even the great St. Auguſtine himſelf was a little impoſed 
upon in this point, The Presbyterians think, they have a 
mighty Patron, by having him to defend their Doctrine: 
But of all men it becomes them worſt, to cite St. Auguſtine, 
or any of the Fathers, in their own cauſe ; they that at o- 
ther times ſpeak fo diſreſpectfully of them, and ſo plainly 
contradict them. St. Auguſtine was a very learned man, and 


did a vaſt deal of good to the Church : But he was a man: 


He was not infallible : He was hable to be miſtaken, and e- 
very private opinion of his is not to be a Rule to the whole 
Church. Yet even in this point he behaves himſelf very mo- 


deſtly and with a certain diffidency, ſo unuſual to him at o- 8 


ther times. They need not diſturb the aſhes of that great 
man for countenancing a Doctrine, which he indeed did ad- 
yance, but with much heſitation and uncertainty. 


I know 1 in K. Janes the VI.. time, at the Dutch ound 


V 
of Dort, this Article of Predeſtination and ſome other Pre. 
cbyterian Doctrines were ſettled in Holland, and the oppo- 
ſers of them were ever after branded with the odious title of 
Arminiaus: a trick which the Presbyterians have ſtill been 
good at, to dreſs up their Antagoni/ts in hateful names, as 
Mero did the Chriſtians in Pitch- coats, to devour them with 
the greater torment. But they don't conſider, how much 
they contradict themſelves in their Shorter Catchiſm, which 


vas compiled for the inſtruction of children, the firſt queſti- 


on is, I bat is the chief End of Man? And they are taught 
to anſwer, That it is to glorify G OD and enjoy him forever. 
Let chem reconcile theſe two pieces of Divinity, That the 
chief end of a man's creation is to enjoy GOD, and yet 


that 60 D hath created him to eternal damnation. I be- 


lieve no body will attempt it but themſelves; as no body but 
they are in danger of falling into ſuch a blunder. I his is 
their diſtinguiſhing doctrine of Predeſtination, which ſome 
of the preſent generation of them are beginning to be a- 
. Thamed of: yet it ſtands on record, as one of their funda- 
mental, and not to be doubted, doctrines of the Church of 
acetiand to this dar Hol a 2s . 
And what ſhall we ſay of that other doctrine of theirs in 
the ſame 8 horter Catechiſin, That No meer man ſince the fall 
is able per fictly to keep the commandments of GOD, but doth 
Aayly break them in thought, word and deed, A doctrine quite 
_ contrary to the whole tenure of the Scriptures, and the ex- 
preſs declaration of our SAVIOUR himſelf: He tells us, 
* His yoke is eafy-and his burden light. Yet ſay the Presbyte- 
rians tis a yoke very hard and a burden ſo weighty, that ne- 
ver fan was able to bear it. The commandments of GOD 


are not grievous, lays St. ohn. But, fay they, they are fo if 


very grievous, that tis impoſſible to keep ſo much as one 
of them. St. Luke ſpeaking of Zacharias and Elizabeth, 
commends them for walking in all the ordinances and com- 
mandments of G O D blameleſs. Yet the Presbyterians de- 
ny this teſtimony, and will tell you, there was never one that 
walked in any of the commandments of G O P blameleſs. 
They make no ſcruple of contradicting the inſpir d Writers 
of the Goſpel, yea, of eontradicting our LoR D himſelf. No 
Wonder if, after that, they fly in the face of common 2 
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In to awer this antiſcriptural doctrine. To what purpoſe 
hath G O given us commandments to keep, if we be not 
able to keep them? Or, why ſhould he puniſh us for breax- 

ing his Laws, that are ſo far above our abilities? Certainly 

GOD Almighty knows what we are, and what we can do, 
and he neither requires nor expects, any thing from us, bu: 

what we are able to do. And to ſay, that GOD exacts of us 
an obedience, which he knows.we are not able to give, is 

20 repreſent him in the moſt diſagreeable light that can be. 

Would it not be as ſevere and unreaſonable in our Creator, 
to condemn us for not keeping commandments, which we 
were not able to Ser as it would be in any of you to quar- 
rel, or turn off a Servant, for not lifting a burthen above his 
ſtrength? Indeed, if we had no other notion of GOD, but 
as a Being of almighty power, and uncontroul'd dominion, 
chere might be ſome room ſor ſuch a repreſentation of him. 
But when we know, that his power is managed by infinite 
_ E wiſdom, and his dominion over us ſweetned with the height 
Jof mercy, how ſhall we entertain ſuch harſh, unbecoming ä 
{thoughts of him ? This is but excuſing our own lazineſs and 
indolence, by laying the blame at our Mafer's door. If we 
1@were heartily willing, we ſhould ſoon find ourſelves able. 
EAbe fame CHRIS T, that ſtrengthned St. Paul to do all 
; things, is ſtill ready and able to endue us with the ſame 
e ſtrength. Of ourſelves indeed, by our own ability, without 
che affiſtance of GO D's grace, any thing that is good is a- 
bove our reach, becauſe weare naturally inclin'd to that: 
which is evil, ani in us, that is in our fleſh, dwelleth no 
good thing. But thePrecbyterians ſpeak nothing of the all ſuffi- 
ciency of this grace; and, without any diſtinction, make it 
utterly impoſſible. to keep the commandments. But, 
e I would aſk them, Can we do any thing, unleſs G 7 
; Jelp us? Can we breathe, or walk, or ſo much as move the 
Fingers of our body? Is not GO D's aſſiſtance neceſſary ta 
the performance of theſe and every other bodily operation? 
But how abſurd would it be to ſay, That no meer man is a- 
ble to walk, or breathe, or do any thing? Vet as well ſay 
that, as ay, No meer man is able to keep the Commandments: 
ſince we muſt have GO D's s help to the one as well as to the 
other. e they mean by meer man here, they have old 
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minence, THE PROTESTANT DOCTRINE, 
That we are juſtified only by FAITH: A poſition which 
_ I freely own, I do not underſtand. If they mean, that it is 
by a lively and unfeigned Faith in FESUS CHRIST, 


think, any ſober, orthodox Chriſtian will refuſe to join with 
them. But this is not their meaning. They exclude any kind 
of good works from being in the leaſt neceſſary to our Juſti- 
fication: And they ſay, The Sinner is juſtified, by means of 
CHRIST's Righteouſneſs imputed to him, and received by 
FAITH alone. Does not this make it a thing indifferent, 
Whether we do any good or not, fince all the good we can 
dq ſignifies nothing? If we can but arrive to ſuch a ſtrong de- 


| pon CHRI ST, (to ſpeak in their own phraſe ) all will be 


Fiſt, that Mr. Patrick Hamilton taught, That as good works 


evil work. Unleſs evil works make a man evil I cannot ſee 
| how he can ever become evil. We do not ſay, that good 
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told us: T he general notion is, that it ſignifies all mankind, ¶ he fas 
in oppoſition*to Chr:/? Jeſus, who was GOD- Man, But, the L 
perhaps they will ſay, that it ſignifies a man unaſſiſted by the ¶ ter te 
divine grace, and in this ſenſe we very readily join with them. ¶ out w 


But one ſhould think, ingenuity and honeſty would require I To v 


them to deliver their doctrines in ſuch clear terms, as every that x 
one underſtands when he reads them: And, no doubt, ſo iſ of the 
they would, if their doctr ines were ſuch, as could bear to be WW ere 


diſtinctly delivered. © _— ed by 


J proceed to take notice of what the l by way of e-Ml Batiz. 


that all our good works are accepted with GOD, I ſcarce 


ree of Faith, and. can but receive, reſt, and roll ourſelves u- 


well. Nay, fo fond were ſome of them of this Doctrine at 


do not make us good, ſo evil works do not make us evil, Ti r 
the grace of G O D indeed that makes us good, and a good duded 


man doth that which is good: But what is it that makes the 6. 
man evil, if it be not evil works? They will not ſay, that r 


2 E made any man evil. Neither can any temptation oa Sinn. 


the Devil, or allurement of the World, make a man evil til juftifie 


he liſten to them : And when he liſtens to them, that is an FIG 


ies, wi 
at that 
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them o 
remoni 


works make a man good, becauſe this were to attribute merit 
to ourſelves: Neither do we lay, thata man can be good with 
out good works. 

For defence of this their Dohriue they quote St. Paul in 
bis III. Chapter to the Romans, where, at the 28th yeh 


S "WP: 
be fays, 4 man is juſtiſied by Faith, without the deeds of 
he Law. But of what Law? The whole tenure of the chap- 
ter tells us, he means the deeds of the Fewih Law, with- 
out which, he ſays, a man is juſtified by Faith in Cbriſt. 
To vindicate St. Paul, we need only obſerve the great ſtir 
that was in the Church at this time, about the obſervation 
of the Few:/h Ceremonies, Some Chriſtians thought they till 
were bound to obſerve all the Rites and Ceremonies inſtitut- 
ed by Moſes, ſuch as Circumci ſion, Faſtings, WWaſhings, Sab- 
batizing, &c. and this ſort were called Fudaizers. Others 
were of opinion, that CHRIST had exempted them from 
that yoke of ſervitude, and that they were now under the 
Goſpel, they were for ſtanding faſt in the liberty wherewitn 
CHRIST had made them free. And ſo great a height did 
this point come to, that nothing leſs than the authority of an 
Apoſtolical Council (Acts xv.) could determine the Quęſti- 
on, It ſeems the Chriſtians at Rome were very much divid- 
ed in this affair, and to ſolve their doubt, is the main deſign 
of St. Paul's Epiſtle to them. He tells them, III. 24. that 
we are now juſtified by the death of CHRIST), that hence- 
orth we have no dependance on the works of the old Law, 
and, conſequeutly, under no obligation to the performance of 
them. That all theſe ceremonial obſervances are done away, 
and that as Abraham was juſtified by Faith, before the cere- 
"El monial Law was in/tituted, ſo are Chriſtians /ikewi/e juſti- 
fied by Faith, now that the ceremonial Law is ceaſed. 
*T'is plain that what he ſays ef works or deeds of the Law 

"Wis not to be applied to works of the Goſpel: For had he ex- 
cluded the performance of moral duties, as commanded by 
che Go/pe!, ſuch as the Love of GOD and the Love of our 
" Neighbour, had he excluded theſe from the ju/tification of 
. Sinner, or had it been his meaning, that the Sinner can be 
juſtified without theſe, we ſhould not find him ſo earneſt, as 
he is elſwhere, in recommending and inculcating theſe du- 
ies, without diſtinction, on all Chriſtians whatever. But as, 
at that time Chriſtians were in ſuch danger of being enſlav- 
ed by Fewiſh Rites, which ſome of the Fewiſb Converts fo 
eagerly contended for, he makes it his buſineſs to convince 
them of the vanity, inſufficiency and needleſneſs of ſuch Ce- 
remonies, by aſſuring them, that now under the Go/þe/, the 
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inner is juſtified without theſe, by a hearty and unſhaken 

Fatth in 22 Chriſt. This is clearly St. Paul's meaning, 

and the ſame is to be oblerved of what the old Fathers write 

on this ſubject. 

In moſt places of their writings the whole Oeſpellæcens 
my goes under the name of FAI FT , to diſtinguiſh it from 
the old abrogated Syſtem of Fewiſh Coremanies, which are 
therefore called VOR KS: And when any ſuch ſentence 
occurs, That a man is juſtified by Faith, or without Works, 
their meaning is, That we are no more to have recourſe to 

the Rites and | Obſervations of the Moſaick Law, for making 
us well pleaſing to GOD; but muſt look for acceptance 
with him, only from the ſincere, conſcientious performance 
of Goſpel-Duties, as we are enabled by his grace, and by the 

merits of his Son's death, to perform them. Origen lays, The 

Thief on the Croſs was ju/? ed by the Law of Faith, not by 
the Law of Works. "That is, not by a bare contemplative 
Faith, but ſuch a Faith as had /Yorks accompanying it: for 

WW acknowleged himſelf a Sinner, and confeſt he had juſtly 
deſerved his fate. And on this Act, or //ork of repentance, 
he was juſtified, as well on that 2 of Faith, by which he 

 own'd FESUS CHRIST to be the Son of GOD. 

The great St. Baſil calls that glorying in G OD, ahh 
we acknowlege, that *tis not on account of any Righteouf- 
neſs of our own, but by Faith in Jeſus, that we are juſtified, 
and this we mult do, ſays he, to mortify our pride and vain- 
glory: For what have we which we have not received? 
St. Ambroſe ſpeaks the mind of them all on this head, 
that it is purely owing to the goodneſs of GOD in Chrif, 
that Sinners are juſtified : I will glory, ſays he, not that! 


am righteous, but that I am redeemed; Not that J am with- 


out Sin, but that my Sins are forgiven me; Not that I have 
done good, or that any perſon hath done me good, but that 
Feſus Chriſt is become my Advocate with the FATHER 
and hath ſhed his Blood for me.“ It were endleſs to enume- 
rate all the paſſages of the Fathers which the Presbyter1ans 
have abuſed on this head. 'The whole drift of theſe antient 
Morthies is to ſhow, That *tis altogether owing to GO D's 
mercy that we are juſtfied: That neither our Faith, nor our 
Perks, nor any thing about us, can merit Salyation 5 but 


we 


TA 
we mult receive it, and cvery * that prepares us for it, 
as a Gift, not as a Reward. And this contradicts the Pres- 
byterian Doctrine, tho* perhaps they don't think fo: For 
what call they Faith? Is not Faith ſomething; of ours, and 
is it not a work of our ſoul, as well as Love or Hope, or a- 
ny other Yorks, which they exclude from the Sinner's u- 
flification | ? And is it not as aſſuming to ourſelves to ſay, We 
are juſtified by Faith, in the Preſbyterian ſenſe of the word 
Faith, as to ſay, We are juſtified by Almsgiving, or Prayer, 
or- Forgiveneſs, &c, The Apoſtles and Fathers are expreſs 
both againſt the one and the other. Nothing that we can do 
can juſtify us in GO D's fight, neither Faith, nor good 
Works, without the meritorious Interceſſion of CRRIST's 
death. But, at the ſame time, their writings do teach, That 
good Works are as neceſſary to our Fu/tification, as Faith; 
weceſſi itate præcepti, (as the Schoolmen ſay ) becauſe GO D 
has commanded them, neither of them being neceſſary, ne- 
ceſſitate medii, that is, being the means or inſtruments of it. 
Fet, without regard to this, this Doctrine of theirs has made 5 
12 great noiſe for ſome time paſt, I 
8 The Church of Rome is faulty, in \ attributing g ſo Sch : 
virtue! to good Works as they do, promiſing heaven and hap- 
nf pineſs. to the performance of a great many bodily actions: 
And to bring off people from this dangerous belief, Luther, 
„at his Reformation, ſet up Faith alone in oppoſition to good 
-W //orks, an Opinion as dangerous, and as much againſt the 
current of Scripture and Antiquity as the other. So true it 
„is, Incidit in Scyllam cupiens vitare Charybdim Out of one 
wrong thing into another. The other Reformers, in other 
Nations, oreedily laid hold on this, to have ſomething to op- 
1- Wl pcſe the Church of Rome with: And ſo it was eſpouſed by 
e our Reformers too. But the Catholick Doctrine is, Neither 
Faith nor good Works ju/tify us before GOD. Our u- 
flification Proceeds purely from GO D's grace: And GOD 
will not juſtify us by Faith without good Works, more than 
by good Works without Faith. If che ;-resbyterians would 
but reconcile their Doctrine to this, no Chriſtian ever did, 
or ever will contradict them, But, 3 
Their Doctrine of Juſtification by CHRIS T's « Righte- 
aaf imputed to us and received by Faith alone, is what 
5 ſcarcely 
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Larcely themſelves can underſtand, for how is it poſſible that 
the Righteouſneſs of one perſon can be imputed to another? 
The Scriptures, I'm ſure, never ſpeak after this manner: 
They tell us indeed, that By one Man's obedience many were 
made righteous, Rom. v. 18. but is that to ſay, that the o- 
bedience of CHRIST is imputed to us? Let the Preſbyteri- 
ans adduce but one plain paſſage of Scripture, where there 


is mention made of imputed Righteouſneſs, and the Cauſe. 


hall be their own, But till then, they mult be at a loſs how 


to prove and eſtabliſh their Doctrine of FAITH ALONE, 


in their ſenſe of the Word. 8. James ſays, ii. 24. We ſee 
then, a man is juſtified by Works and not by Faith only. 


Andi. 14. What avails it, that a man hath Faith without 


Works, will his Faith fave him? Yea, St. Paul himſelf 
argues againſt the Preſbyterians, If I have as great Faith, 
ſays he, as can remove mountains, 1 Cor. xiii. 2. and want 
Charity, it /ignifies nothing: And he concludes in the 1 3th 
verſe, Now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, But the greateſt 
of theſe is Charity. It were ſuperfluous to heap up places of 
Scripture, where good Yorks are as much recommended to 
the Juſtification of a Sinner as Faith. Vet the Preſbyteri- 
ans will go againſt all theſe, againſt Antiquity, againſt Rea= 
ſon, purely to diftinguiſh themſelves above their neighbours. 
And theſe are the Seducers that would be perverting you, 
and firuggle {> ſo much to draw you over to their Party. 
But we have not done with their Doctrines yet. 
It would ſeem, their great labour is to overturn the ne- 
cCeſſity of all moral Duties, and encourage people in the ut- 
moſt ſupineneſs and lazineſs: otherwiſe how could they allow 
themſelves to perſuade people, as they do, that it is impoſſi- 
ble for them to reſiſt the operations of the Divine Grace, 
but that GOD, by his Almighty Power, can force us, and 
will force us, to a compliance with his Will, and will make 
us holy here and happy hereafter, as he created us at firſt, 
without our own conſent? Sure nothing could ever have 
been invented more prejudicial to Piety and Virtue, than 
this Doctrine is. If this were true, what man would be to 
blame for continuing in Sin? How could the Phariſces and 
Lawyers be condemned, for rejecting the Counſel of GOD 
toward themſelves, St. Luke viii. 30. fince they had * 
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got a touch of this „ Grace to compell them to ac- 
cept it? Indeed, as I obſerved before, without GOD's grace 
o help us, we can do nothing: We can neither breathe, nor 
move, nor walk : but does G 'O D force us to do any of theſe 
by an irreſiſtible operation? Or, is it impoffible for us to re- 
iſt his help in theſe motions ? The cafe is the ſame in a ſpi- 
ritual ſenſe: G0 D helps us, but does not compel us: flis 8 
Grace aſſiſts us, but that's not to ſay, that his omnipotence 
obliges us. The Presbyterians, to get over this difficulty, 
have recoutſe to the old Feſuitical knack of diſtinguiſhing : 
They diſtinguiſh Grace into general Grace and ſpecial Grace. 
GOD's general Grace, fay they, is given to all men, 
and may be reſiſted: But his ſpecial Grace is only ex- 
tended to the Elecs, and ſtill produces the defign'd effect: 
And for this diſtinction they are indebted to Proſper Biſhop 

of Rhegium, and Fulgentius Biſhop of Rhuſpa, the only two 
of the Antients that in the leaſt ſeem to favour this Doctrine 
of the irreſiſtibility of the Divine Grace. And they fell in- 
to this extream from their too great heat in oppoſing the He- 
reſy of Pelagius, who magnified man's Free will and natu- 
ral abilities too much, on the other hand. And it very often 
happens, that men diſputing too warmly againſt one Error, 
have, unawares, fallen into another equally as pernicious : 
As was the caſe with theſe two Fathers in the preſent point. 
But never any of the primitive F/orthies, before them, ſpoke 
in ſuch a ſtrain: And when the fear of the Pelagian Here- 
ſy was ceaſed, that way of ſpeaking ceaſed alſo. But, 

If this Doctrine be againſt Scripture, no authority what- 
ever can defend it. Not to ſay that Proſper and Fulgentius 
have advanced any thing againſt Scripture, : I have a great- 
er regard for all the orthodox Fathers, than imagine ſo, But 
if it be againſt Scripture, tis next to a proof, that theſe two 
Fathers never advanc'd it, but in a true ſenſe, tho perhaps 
in the midſt of their diſputations, they have dropt ſome un- 
guarded expreſſions. N 

And that it is contrary to Scripture, innumerable paſſh- 
ges ſtand on record, as undeniable demonſtrations. hat 
more could have Bren done to my Vineyard, Ifa. v. 4. that F 
have not done to it? Wherefare, when I looked, that it ſhould 
ing forth grapes, BOOT it our wo grapes? 0 Tabs 

alem 
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faten, Jeruſalem, St. Matth. vii 37. thou that killeft the . 


roon 

Prophets, and flounedft them that were ſent unto thee, how theft 

þ often would I haue gathered thy childrens as a hen gathers. = 8/7 
| eth ber chickens under her wings, and ye world not? Theſe. | mak. 
l things, 1 ſay, ſays our Saviour, (St. John v. 34. ) that JE: pictic 
| might. be ſaved. And ye till not come unto me, v. 40. that and 
1 ye might have life. Ye fiffnecked, and uncircumciſed, ſays in his 
1 St. Stephen to the, Fews, Acts vii. 31. Ye do always. reli ine. 
© the Holy Gheſt: As your Fathers did,  ſa'do ye. Many are able: 
5 called, Matth. XXIi. 14. but few choſen. To which we may I tain) 
! add, Ezek. xviii. 31. Acts i. 19. Rom. xii. 2. Eph, v 14 Hof 
i. John ili. 28. Deut. xxx. 19. Acts xiii. 46. and xxvi 18. be fai 

6 many more, where GC D Almighty begs, beſeeches Such 

and expoſtulates with us to do our duty. He deſires us to ¶ But t. 

turn from the evil of our ways, as well as pray to him to TI 

turn us. St. Paul exhorts us to org out our Salvation with the W 

ear and trembling, tor this very reaſon, becauſe it is GOD MW Short 

that worketh in us. In ſhort, nothing is plainer from Scrip- IM Ele. 


ture, than that men may, and many men too often do, re- N doctri 
_ iſt the operations of GO/D's grace: And, as St. Paul ex- Kwith f 
preſſes it, do grieve the good Spirit of GOD, whereby weare Wicnſe | 
fealed to the day of redempiion. By the grace of GOD, ſays Inies ot 
St. Paul, I am what I am, aud his grace which was e gelb- 6th or 
ed upon me, was nat in vain, i Cor. xv. 10. Now, If the the co 
grace of GOD be irreſiſtible in all men, why does St. Paul Wpreten 
ſpeak ſo diſtinguiſhingly of the efficacy of it in himſelf? But Nat 
his ſaying, that GO D's grace was not beſtowed upon him What H. 
in vain, plainly implies that it may be, and is oft times, be- Mz his 
ſtowed in vain, and conſequently cannot be irreſiſtible, not ca: 
All that our adverſaries can bring to ſtrengthen their 
Doctrine, is ſome metaphorical paſſages of Scripture, which Wand w. 
they wreſt and miſapply to their own purpole ; ſuch as Be- f C 
ing dead in Sin, Epheſ. ii. 1. Being blind, St. Luke iv. 18. RL 
Servants to Sin, Rom. vi. 17. Fleſh oppo ing the Law of Ws mea 
GOD, Rom. viii. 17. and two or three more of that ſtrain, Weza © 
from which, without a manifeſt force, no Interpreter can ll the 
_ Craw an argument for the irreſiſtibility of Grace. In a word, Mies 
if this Doctrine be admitted and believed, there follows a ure fig 
blind fatality in men's actions, and an abſolute neceſſity for ort it 
every thing that! Io Lone, whether good or evil. It leaves no 
8 


„ 
room for the commendations and rewards of Virtue, fince 
thete can be no Virtur where there is no Choice, and irre- 


ſitible Grace deſtroys the liberty of chuſing. Nay, it | 


makes GOD, Almighty the author and cauſe of all the Im- 
pieties and Wickedneſſes, which are committed in the world: 
and it affords a very valid excuſe for every Sinner to plead 


in his own defence, yea, it contradicts their other Doc- 
trine, which I have touch'd before, That no meer man is 

able to keep the Commands: for if grace be irreſiſtible, cer- 
tainly it can compel the good man to keep all and every one 
of GOD's commandments : otherways if in any inſtance 


he fails, in that very inſtance he reſiſts irreſiſtible grace. 


ouch and fo incoherent, are their doctrines with one another. 


— 


But to proceed, VV 

They teach likewiſe, that CHRIST did not die for all 
the World, but only for the Elect, and in this ſence in their 
Shorter Catechiſm they call him the Redeemer of GOD's 
Elect. And this is a neceſſary conſequence of their horrid 
doctrine of Reprobation, they endeavour to ſupport it 
with ſome few. Places of Scripture bended down to their 
ſenſe by explications and diſtinctions, and with the teſtimo- 
nies of one or two African Fathers, that liv'd about the 


bth or 7th Century. But the Scripture is ſo very full ta 


the contrary, that we cannot but wonder how any, even 
pretended Chriſtian, can be in a doubt as to the Truth, 


that he laid down his Life for all and every one that believe 
not caſt up your Bibles without diſcovering them. But our 
ind will tell you, that wherever you find mention made 
f CHRIS T's dying for ALL MEN and for the 
ORLD, by ALL MEN and by ALL THE WORLD there 


Beza on this Head, that in his tranſlation of the Bible, in 


a ure ſign of weak cauſe, which needed tuch a ſhift to ſup- 
r Wort it; but granting, that ALL fignifies Many, will 
o Pey fay, that the //orld ſignifies the Ele ? The word 
nl op nl WORLD 


That Chriſt died for all men, that he dyed for the Morld, 
in his Name, theſe are doctrines ſo obvious, that you can- 


Preſoyterians would wreſt theſe aſſertions to their meaning, 


s meant the Faithful or the Elect. And fo poſitive was 


ill theſe paſſages he tranſlated the Greek word, which fig- 


— £ — - * 


ifies ALL, by a Latin word which ſignifies Many, a 
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WORLD is in many places uſed to fignifie what the Pref. P,,, 
byterians call THE REPROBATE, but never inſo much as tha 
one placeis it uſed clearly to denote the Elec yet: even al- Nat 
lowing them that forc'd Interpretation, we have other proofs 

which they can never get over. Our Saviour fays, he came St. 4 
not to call the Righteous but Sinners to Repentance, And 8 

St. John tells to our comfort If any man ſin he has an Ad- je 


vocate with the Father, JEsus CHRIST the righteous, ras 
and he is the proitiation for our ſins, and not for our fm I 40. 
_ wnly, but for the ſins of the whole world. Sure nothing can Preſl 
be plainer. Jͥ ²ĩ˙ and 
Againſt all this, ſay they, the Scripture ſpeaks of N ang 
CHRIsT's dying for Many: Very good, but what are Bu 
theſe Many: As by ONE mans diſobedience many were made 2 


Sinners, Rom. 5. 19. ſo by the obedience of ONE many were RY 
made righteous. Let them explain that verſe in any ſhape 4 0 

they pleaſe, ſo be they admit the word Many to have 4 10 
the ſame meaning in both places. Beſides they will not ehe 
Jay, that CHRIST's dying for Many fignifies his dying again 
for the Ele#, According to their belief, the Flect are not 


many: Many are called but few choſen ; had the 'ſcripture rer 
in any place ſaid, that CHRIST died for the Elect, as clear- 1 


Ay as it ſays CHRITT dy'd for ALL, how would they have 8 
triumphed over us. And then for their Authorities from wa 
Antiquity, the Fathers that ſeem to be of their mind, ex- Th 

_ preſs themſelves with great modeſty and ſubmiſſion to the }. 
judgment of other Fathers, that may be of a contrary Opi- FA, 4 
nion: And, which is obſervable too, their great Patrons : 
are a Council of 14 Biſhops at Lyons, as far down as the n 
year 855, which Council even allows their Doctrine to have 


2 pious meaning, and to be maintain'd by many of the Ar. ab 
ꝛients. But they have little pretence to Antiguity for any than 
of their Theſes, Theſe five Doctrines I have mentioned he 
were never heard the leaſt mention of till about St. Aug 3 
ſtine's time, and as I ſaid before, it was the heat and voilence 5 U 
of oppoſing Pelagius, that produc'd thoſe notions at that |. 4 
time. Thus the Fathers that diſputed againſt Arianiſn, N 
dropt ſeveral expreſſions that ſavour'd of Sabellianiſm: II are N 
Was a furious zeal in confuting the errors of Ne/tor:us, tha. abort 
begot the hereſy of Eutyches ; And our Reformation ſronfſ 30 "$a 


| | Pa ac) 


» 


* 
Papacy brought on Presbytery. When men ſet themſelves 


up againſt a doctrine, many times the heat of zeal carries 
them too far, and drives them into as great blunders on the 
other Hand. And this is all that can be ſaid in defence of 
St. Auguſtin, Proſper and Fulgentius, who are the only 


three Fathers that but ſeem to favour the Preſbyterians. 


Never word of Cyprian, or Chryſeſtom, or Athanaſius, or 
Irenæus, &c. till St. Auguſtine, and ſome one or two, that 
drove down the ſtream of his reputation. And all the 
Preſbyterians have to ſay againſt us, is to call us Pelagians 


and Arminians, as if it were only out of hatred to Pelagius 
and Arminius, that they maintain ſuch novel doctrines. 
But are epithets and bad names, arguments againſt an 


adverſary ? we give them no ſuch odious titles, only re- 
preſent them and their doctrines in a true light, and let un- 


prejudic'd Chriſtians judge of both. I might have open'd 


up ſome more of their doctrines to you, but this will of 
courſe fall in, when I defend the conſtitution of our Church 
againft their accuſations and objections. Only I cannot 


diſmiſs this head, without taking notice of two Inſtances in 


which they directly contradict their eſtabliſhed doctrines, 
which will ſerve to let you ſee that nothing can bind or faſ- 
ten them farther than ſuits their humour, or advances their 


wordly Intereſt, 


The firſt inſtance I ſhall mention, is a doctrine in their 
Confeſſion of Faith, which teaches, that no crime, not 


even [nfidelity itſelf, can alienate the right that the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate has to our Obedience. Whether their meaning 
was conform to their expreſſion, only, GOD and the 
Compilers were Judges: I am fure, no expreſſions whate- 


than theſe are. Indeed theſe Divines contradict the famous 
Jahn Knox and George Buchanan, who both were of opini- 


Covenanters, among whom were Mr. Henderſon at Leuch- 
ars and Mr. Dickſon at Irvin, leading men, were a little 


producing 


ver can be ſtronger for Paſſive Obedience and Non-reſiſtance, 


on, that Governours are not always to be obeyed, that the 
people may and ought to reſiſt them, when they do wrong, 
nay, and to depoſe them too, if they perſiſt. The firſt 


unſettled in this point, and look'd on this caſe of allegiance 
to be very full of rocks and thorns, and would fain have been 


(Þ ) 

Producing the authority of reformed Divines to countenance 
the doctrines of Buchanan and Knox, But all the Prote- 
ſtant Churches, except themſelves, were unanimous in de- 
fending the Sovereign, and not-to-be reſiſted authority of 
Princes. The famous Dr. Rivet, in his Jeſui ta vapulans, 
lays, that alths* ſome of the Scotch Reformers (and he names 
| Buchanan and Knox) maintain'd the lawfulneſs of ſubjects 

oppoſing their Mag ſtrates even in caſes of neceſſity, yet all 
_ Proteſtants condemm d ſuch dotirine : And becauſe a Jeſuit 
took hold of that doctrine of Buchanan's, and boaſted, 
that the Scots Divines were as great favourers of Rebellion 
as the Society of the Jeſuits, Rivet ſays ſomething in vin- 
dication of them, but at the ſame time confeſſes their doc- 
trine to be erroneous. Peter Martyr is of the fame mind 
with Rivet in his Book of common Places As likewiſe are 
Hugo Greotius, Leonard Hutterus, Fohn Gherardus, Zep- 
perus, &c. and even Calvin himſelf in his 4th Book of In- 
 ſiitutiens and laſt Chapter, where he concludes it utterly 
unlawful for private men to reſiſt their Prince, and excepts 
none from the neceſſity of Paſſive obedience, but only popu- 
lar MHogiſtrates, ſuch as the Lacedæmonian Ephori, the 
| Roman Tribunes, and the Athenian Demarchi. This ex- 
ception he makes to give ſome countenance to the practice 
of ſome of the reform'd churches at that time. But, when 
| he comes to ſpeak of the kingdoms, that now are, he is 
very uncertain on the point, and ſays, Peradventure the 
- three eſtates aſſembled in parliament have that ſame power 
over kings that the Lacedæmonian Ephori had. But a 
 PERADVENTURE, in a matter of ſuch importance is but 
a ſlender warrant for a man's conſcience. For he that re- 
ſiſteth a King by force of arms, ſhould not only think that 
PERADVENTURE he has power fo todo, but ſhould be 
aſſuredly perſwaded of it: When there is no more to ſay 
for a thing, but PER ADVENTURE it is lawful, there is as 
much to ſay againſt it, that PE RADVENTURE it is not 
lawful: And in ſuch a doubt, a man's 1 would needs 
be very cautious and guarded, 
& The Church of Scotland in K. Charles 1. time, were of 
this opinion too, that by no means may Subjects of whate- 


thei 8 's will, as appears by the 
ver degree oppoſe eir Sovereign pp Miniter 
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Miniſters of Aberdeen their Replies and Duplies to the Cove- 
nanters on that head, in which they vindicate Bilſon and 
IWhitaker, two Engliſh Divines, from the charge of being 
of contrary ſentiments. It ſeems the aſſembly of Divines 
at Weſtminſter 1647 join'd with the whole current of 
Gatholick Antiquity and with theſe foreign Proteſtants in 
expreſling the neceſſity of Paſſive Obedience, and have ta- 
ken care to declare their mind in the cleareſt, moſt diſtinct 
terms imaginable. But what J deſign'd to obſerve is, how 
well their practices have quadrate with this doctrine, and to 
prove this, the hiſtories of K. Charles the II. and K. James 
VII. afford ſufficient demonſtrations. Their inſurrections 
at Pentland- Hills and Bothwel-Brigs, their violent ſetting 
up of the Covenant in dehance of royal prohibition, their 
murder of Archbiſhop Sharp, their behaviour at the me- 
morable Revolution ; theſe are glaring inſtances how little 
they regard their own doctrines, which they are bound, 
ſome by oaths ſome by ſubſcriptions, to obſerve, how little 
they regard even theſe, when they ſeem to contradict their 
other Projects. This i San inſtance, in which they prachiſ- 
ed wrong, contrary to a right doctrine. I ſhall produce an- 
other inſtance in which they practiſe well, tho? their doc- 
trine be bad: And that is their So/emn League and Covenant, 
which was begun in 1638, in defence as they pretended of 
the true reformed Religion. By this Covenant they are 
bound and engaged in the moſt ſacred manner, to endeavour, 
to the utmoſt of their power, to purge out of this national 
Church all Popery and Prelacy, that is, the government of 
the church by Archbi/hops, Biſhops, &c. and this to do a- 
gainſt all opponents whatever, and without reſpect of per- 
ſons: And not to ſuffer themſelves by whatſoever combi- 
nation, perſwaſion, or terror, to be divided or withdrawn 
from this bleſſed union, whether to make defection to the 
contrary part, or to give themſelves to a deteſtable Indi- 
ferency and Neutrality in this cauſe : But to continue there- 
in zealouſly and conſtantly all their days, and to promote 
the ſame againſt all letts and impediments :” And all this 
they are by covenant ſworn to do in England as well as in, 
Scotland, That the LORD may be one, and his Name 0 
in theſe Kingdoms. OE 1 455 . 


(38) 

As to the lawfulneſs and unlawfulneſs of this Covenant, 
is not my buſineſs: Let Lawyers and Canoniſts decide that 
point. Only let us fee how well they have obſerved it. 
The Covenant, as then taken, was declar'd to be binding 
on all their Poſterity, and I never yet heard of the Preſby- 
terians renouncing it. It was but once propoſed to them 


in the Reign of K. Charles the II. and they then begg'd 
to be excuſed. If they have renounced. it fince, they have 
done it in ſecret, which none of them I dare ſay, will 


acknowledge. Now if the Preſbyterians be ftill under the 
obligation of this Covenant, as the moſt of them boaſt they 


are, why do they nat endeavour to ſuppreſs Popery and 
Prelacy in England as they have done in Scotland? Why 
do they not endeavour this, as they are bound by the terms 
of the Covenant, againſt all opponents even againſt King 
George himſelf ? Why are they brought over to ſuch a de- 


teſtable Neutrality and Indifferencyin this important cauſe ? 


Why do they not ftudy to the utmoſt of their Power to 


remove all letts and impediments whatever, all the ftatutes 
and acts of Parliament that have eſtabliſhed Prelacy in 
England? Can they ſay, that, till they do this, that the 


LORD is one and his Name one in bath theſe Kingdoms? 
' Yet ſo far are they from walking up to the obligations of 
the Covenant, that inſtead of fighting againſt K. George, 
as the Covenant has them ſworn to do, they have taken an 
Oath of Allegiance to him; and promiſed to defend him, 
(and that too in defence of Prelacy, which by law he is 


bound to ſupport in England) againſt all opponents? If 


they acted conform to the Covenant, they are engaged to 


carry fire and ſword into England, and take up arms againſt 


K. George, till he aboliſh Epiſcopacy, and ſettle CHRISTT's 
Kirk, as their forefathers ſerv'd his Predeceſſor K. Charles 
the I. This is what the Covenant has them ſworn to, 


and till they diſcharge this Covenant-oath, I cannot fee, 


how they can call themſelves honeſt men, or be freed even 
from the dreadful charge of Perjury. Not that I condemn 


their peaceable practice in this caſe, or would be for their 
riſing up in arms for their aboliſhing Prelacy: Far from it, 
But tis to ſhow you what kind of Spirits they are, which 
nothing can faſten nor fix. If they ſay, that the Covenant 
is not binding now, they diſown themſelves from being the 
„ „ followers 


( 39 ) 


followers of theſe godly covenanted Saints, and ſo are a new 
upſtart ſect of creatures without either father or mother: 
Or if they ſay, that part of the Covenant was ſinful, why 


do they not teftify ſo much, and make publick Repentance | 
for all the miſeries and calamities, which it has brought 


upon the nation? Burt this is what none of them will ſay: 
They all own themſelves the diſciples, the poſterity of theſe 


zealous Antiprelatical Reformers : And ſome of them 1 
know, that in their publick prayers g give thanks to GOD. 


for their being a covenanted nation, and inviegh bitterly a- 


gainft the indifferency and lukewarmnels of the preſent age, | 


in not diſcharging their Covenant-oaths. 
Any Government may ſee, what good ſubjects men of 


ſuch principles are, and how far they are to be truſted : No 
farther, to be ſure, than they have power to execute their 


deſigns: And never was a time, when their power was 
greater: Never ſince the confuſion of the civil wars in 
K. Charles's time about a 100 years ago, when the whole 
management of the kingdom was in their hands, and now 
they have no Rival, or oppoſite party to ballance them. 


They are foſter d and encourag d by the preſent Auminiſtra- 


tion The Epiſcopal party, by their intereſt, is quite ſup- 
preſt in this Kingdom: and there is no lett or impediment 


in their way to hinder the aboliſhing of Epiſcopacy in Eng- 
land, but a ſtanding army, which, they fear, they are not 
able to cope with. Vet if they were as ſenſible of the o- 


bligation of the Covenant, as the firſt Covenanters were, 
their zeal might find out a method for performing the oath, 
and putting their deſigns in execution. But they find it 


their intereſt to ſubmit quietly to this Government, and to 


forget all Oaths and Covenants and Leagues for ſome time. 
If the, preſent Adminiſtration ſhould be pleaſed to reſtore 


E piſcopacy, or but ventur'd to mortify the Preſbyterians . 


any manner of way, the world would ſoon ſee the ſleeping 
Covenant awaken'd, and all it's dormant obligations reco- 
ver their former ſtrength. Let us now in the 


34 Place conſider the Presbyterian way of Worſhip, 
which as ridiculous and difagreeable as it is, is the princi- 
pal point of temptation to you, and the only thing, as you 
oyyn your ſelves, that has any weight with you to hear them. 


But 
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„ 
But my bretheren, what do you hear with them? Do you 
hear any chapter of the Bible, except it be a ſmall portion 


of one to lecture upon? No, you muſt confeſs, and you 


care not: Vou can do that at home. Do you hear any of 


the P/alms, theſe admirable pieces of divine devotion, read ? 


No, you can read them at home. Do you hear the Com- 


mandments read, thereby to keep them in your minds? 
No, you have theſe at home too. Do you hear the Ap2/tles 


Creed, which is ſo neceſſary for every Chriſtian, that can, 


to know and believe? Or do you ſo much as hear the Lord's 
Prayer, that great help for all your defects and weakneſſeſs 
in this excellent duty of Prayer? Neither of theſe you hear 


ſo much as mentioned. Will you tell me then, what do 


you hear? Why you hear a thing call'd an Extempore Prayer, 
where the Miniſter ſpeaks a great many good ſweet words 


with as many pious coughs and groans interſperſt here and 
there, to draw out his performance to ſome length, and 


when he has done, you cannot tell what he has been ſay- 
ing. This is your darling, what you are ſo bewitch'd with, 


and run ſo madly after. For ſhame my Brethren, to be ſo 


_ Infatuate with ſuch a medley of blunders and nonſenſe and 
blaſphemy as theſe productions are very often ſtuff d with: to 


deſpiſe a Worſhip where the Prayers are ſoberly and piouſſy 
compoſed, where you know what it is the miniſter and your- 
ſelves are praying for, where the Scriptures and Pſalms are 


_ orderly read for your inſtruction, where you every day hear 
the whole of your duty to GOD and your Neighbour read 
before you, and where you are called on to declare your be- 


lief in the Fundamental points of our Chriftian Faith, to 


deſpiſe ſuch a Y/orſhip for one or two or three unthought of 
pieces of prayer, where you can neither join your part, nor 
well underſtand what the performer would be at, this ſhows 


a ſpirit, which I cannot tell what to call it, if it be not a 
ſpirit of giddineſs and ſtupidity. Yet this is what ſome of 


our Members have already gone over to: Men that have no 
keliſh of any thing unleſs it affect their paſſions, and ſet them 
a ſighing and groaning, in which they fooliſhly think the 


whole of devotion conſiſts. Such men are to be found a- 
mong us, who even in our ſunſhine days expreſt but little 


regard for the Prayers of the Church, and had no religious 


motivc 
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motive that I know of for coming up to our Aſſemblies: 
And theſe men are now diſcover'd in this trying time, by 
ſtarting off from us, and going into a flouriſhing ſchiſm, 


where they find their temporal concerns will be in no dan- 
ger. Vet I perſuade myſelf, the greateſt part of you da 
ſtill entertain ſuch a veneration for the Church, even in its 
diſtreſs, as will be proof againſt all temptations to deſert 
N 7-0 ; 35 3 

Tot § III. 


og I T remains now that I anſwer all the objections and 
cavils which our Presbyterian Neighbours can muſter 


up againſt us, as it is but reaſonable, after having ſhe wn 


you what is wrong, to ſettle and confirm you in what is 


eathe;=: 1 The 


IJ. Grand objection they have againſt our Conſtitutiom 
is the Government of the church by Biſhops. This they diſ- 
dainfully call Prelacy, a corrupt ſhred of Popery, Antichriſti= 
an Heirarchy, and a great many more odious titles, to ren 
der it the more vile and contemptible in the eyes of the com= _ 


mon 2 1 In their preſent ſermons indeed while they 
bitterly rail at us for other things, they forget the old quar- 


ral of Epiſcopacy, and ſeem to have no grudge at us upon 
that ſcore. The reaſon of this is viſible: Whatever ill will 
they may bear to the Scottiſh Biſhops, it would be imprudent 
at this critical juncture, to diſoblige the Biſbops in England, 
by inveighing publickly againſt their whole order, and 
treating them, as they uſed to do, with ignominy and con- 


tempt. This is another inſtance what time ſerving. ſpirits 
they are, and how cunningly they can go to work, as cir- 


cumſtances and occurences vary, But as we know very 


well, that the old malice and enmity at this Vencrable in- 


ſtitution is ſtill lurking in their breaſts, and that they wait 


but for a convenient opportunity to exert it; J ſhall let 
you ſee by undoubted authorities, that this model of Churct/a 
Government is exactly agreeable to Scripture, to Antiquity, 
and even to the firſt plan of Reformation in Scotland, not- 


withſtanding all the clamours that our Adverſaries raiſe to 


the contrary, Now, TEE A SHI ING PV L4G 
As a preliminary article, it muſt, and will, I preſume, 


be granted, that as the 1 Church is a diſtinct viſi- 


ble 
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ble Society, ſo it muſt, like all other Societies, have diſtinct 
viſible Officers in it, ſeparated ſrom the reſt of the mem- 
bers, and ſet apart for performing certain ſacred functi- 
ons appropriate to this ſpiritual Society. This, I fay, the 
Preſbyterians do readily grant. The Queſtion betwixt us 
and them is, whether among theſe Church Officers there 
ſhould be, according to their primitive inſtitution, any 
Kind of ſubordination and dependence, or whether they were 


all appointed on an. equal footing, without the leaſt ſuperi- 


ority one over another? This is the ſtate of the queſtion : 
The Preſbyterians ſay, all Church Officers ſhould be equal: 
We differ from them, and maintain, that there are differ- 
ent degrees and orders among the Officers of Chriſt's Church; 
and this aſſertion of ours, as 1 proceed, I ſhall make clear 


from SCRIPTURE, which is as full upon this point, as 


is needful for vindicating our Practice. While our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf was perſonally preſent upon earth; no body 
will ſcruple to call him the Governour, or ſupreme head, or 
chief Biſbop of the Church : Neither can it be deny'd, that 
he had [rferivur Officers under him: And theſe too of 
two ſorts: The one call'd Apeſtles and the other Diſciples: 
- The Diſciples being inferiour to the Aps/?les and both of 


them inferior to CHRIST - This is plain from the different 
method of their ſeveral Ordinations. Before the inaugurati- 
on of the Apoſtles into their Office, our Lord commanded his 


Diſciples, St. Matt. ix. 35. to pray to GOD to ſend labourers 
into his Harveſt, and likewiſe continued all night in prayer by 
Himſelf, St. Luke i. 12. which we have no mention of in the 
ordination of the inferiour Diſciples, St. Luke x. 1. The fir 
were likewiſe diſtinguiſhed by the name of Apoſiles the other 
ſeventy were only call'd by the general name of Diſciples, 
The twelve Apo/tles were appointed to be conftant attendants 
on our LoRD, and thus they are deſcribed both from their or- 
dination, till they were ſent forth to preach, and again at- 
ter their return from preaching, till his aſcenſion, The ſe- 
venty were only appointed to preach, and æſter they re- 
turn'd to our LORD and gave an account of their ſucceſs 
In the execution of their office, they are never once menti- 
oned again. The Apo/tles were the only perſons, that 
received the Commit to Commemorate the gz 1055 
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LORD's Body on the Croſs, and to Preach the roſhel to all. 


nations. When a vacancy happned in the College of the 


Apoſtles by the apoſtacy and miſerable end of Judas, ano- 


ther was in a moſt ſolemn manner by divine deſignation ap- 
pointed to take his B:ſhoprick :; And Matthias, the perſon 
ordain'd to ſucceed Judas, if we may credit the teſtimonies 


of Euſebius, Ferom, and Epiphanius, was one of the ſe- 
venty. From this we clearly ſee, that the Seventy Diſciples 
were by their commiſſion Church Officers, and yet were in 
many important Points inferiour to the Apoſtles, and this 
too, even while our bleſſed SAviou lived on earth: And 
this Plan of Church Government, as the Fathers tell us, 
our LORD took from that, which he had before eſtabliſh- 
ed in the Jeiſb Church, which, as we read in the Bible, 
was govern'd by one High Prieſt, and by Prięſts and Le- 


vi tes in ſubjection to him. But at his death he thought fit 
to erect a model which ſhould take in all nations, and 


which might ſerve the exigences of his Church, as long as 


his Church was to continue, and that was forever. Accord- 
ingly, when he was to leave the world, we find him enlar- 


ging the Power of the Apoſtles, and granting them a fuller 


and more extenſive commiſſion. At their firſt Ordination, 


they got power only to preach and baptize, the very low- 


eſt degree of mini/terial function: And by this Commiſſion 
they were ordain'd Deacons, which is the loweſt order of 


Church Miniſters, and in primitive times, as now, were 


only allow'd to preach and baptize. After this they receiv- 
ed authority to commemorate our LoRDy's Sacrifice, when 
he commanded them at his laſt ſupper, St. Luke xxli. 19. 


to do as he had dine, that is, to bleſs the elements of Bread 


and Wine in remembrance of him. At this time they were 
ordain'd Preſbyters, this office having been conſtantly per- 


form'd by the Preſbyters, or ſecond order of Miniſters: At 
laſt they were ordain'd Biſhops, and received the whole 
plenitude of Church Power that our SAviouR himſelf, as 


ſupreme Biſhop of the Church, had received from GOD : 
As my father hath ſent me, faith he, ſo ſend I you, St. Fohn 
KX. 21, and when he had ſaid this, he breathed on them, 


and ſaid, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, Thus you ſee the 
Apſtoles received not all their Power at once, as the Pre/- 
1 85 byterians 


* 
* 
«ao 


 _ eloquence in preaching, - 


_ tho), by reaſon of its low circumſtances, every thing that 


( 44-1] © 


Hierians now do, but at three different times, and, as we Des 


might ſay, by three different portions. And this Epiſcapa! | this 
power, which was laft of all conferred upon them, was I cons 
more extenſive, than the branches of Power, which they the 


had before received. This Epiſcopal Power we find them, ¶ they 


after our Saviour's Aſcenſion, beginning to exerciſe in ſeve- reaſe 
al inſtances. They ordain, by mutual conſent and by the will 


election of the Holy Ghoſt, one to fill up the place of the. I they 
traitor Judas, and preſcribe ſeveral rites to be obſerved by long 


their ſeveral Church Aſſemblies; But the firſt remarkable well 
exerciſe of their Epiſcopal power, is their ordaining the or- cont 
der of Deacons to anſwer the needs and neceſſities of the /i 
Church: who from the nature of their office, becauſe they they 


were principally deſign'd to ſerve the Biſhops, were called and 


| Deacons, a Greek word which ſignifies Servants, This the 
order they inſtituted in imitation of our blefied LORD's I not 


example, who, as we have already ſeen, firſt ordain'd them- men 
ſelves eacons to ſerve and attend upon him. And the and 
terms of their office were like the powers with which our ſelde 
LORD at firſt endued the Apoſtles : They had power to ſome 
preach the goſpel, and to baptize ſuch as ſhould be con- I as th 


cConverted to the CHhriſtain faith, This was the Deacons ſſ who 
buſineſs, and farther than this they could not go. They could 
neither adminſter the Sacrament of the LORD's Supper, 


nor give abſolution to the People, They could only preach 
and baptize. Thus we find Philip, who was one of them, 
baptizing the Eunuch, which we may be ſure he would not 
Have paſt unquarrelled for, if he had not power to do it. 
And Stephen, who was another of them, is recorded to 
haye been a Man full of the Holy Ghoſt, and to have 
drawn on himſelf the hat red of the faves for his admirable 


This order of Deacows, caving to their primitive e- 
ſtabliſhment, is preſerved in our Church to this day, and 


pertains to the decorum of a Church cannot be kept up, 
”_ this is retain'd among us, as being a neceſſary part 
of the Church Conſtitution ; and the office of Deacons 
made the firſt ſtep for aſcending to the higher orders of 
the . I would ask the Preſtyterians, * their 
| eacons 
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Deacons ate, if they haye any ? If they pretend to obſerve 


this Apoſtolic Inſtitution, let them only ſhew us their Dea- 
cons, and ſhew us at the ſame time, if their Deacons have 
the ſame Power, that the Apoſtles Deacons had. But, if 


they ſay they have no Deacons, I hope they'll give you ſome 
reaſonable Excuſe for it. I know their reaſon : They 
will tell us, there is now no neceſſity for them, and that 
they were only ordain'd at firſt to continue for a time, - as 
long as the Church needed them, They may tell us, as 
well, that the obſervation of the LORD's Day was only to 
continue for a time, or the b4tizing of Infants, or any A- 
poftelic Inſtitution only to continue for a time. This I ſay, 


they may tell, but they cannot prove. We can tell them 


and prove it too, that the Office of a Deacon continued in 
the Church from one generation to another, and there is 
not a Council or Synod, of the primitive Fathers, but what 
mention is made of Deacons, and their powers confirmed, 
and their duties explained, what they are to do. St. Paul 
ſeldom travelled without a Deacon, ſometimes he had fark 


ſometimes Timothy, but was rarely without one or other, 


as the hiſtory of the Acts tells us. The great St. Athanaſius, 
whom perhaps the Presbyterian Doctors think nothing of, 


was a Deacon, when the famous council of Nice was held, 
and as a Deacon he attended on his Biſhop, Alexander, who 
was then Biſbop of Alexandria in Egypt. And Church 


hiſtories give us account of many Deacons by name 


from time to time, that were men remarkable for their 
learning, for their conſtancy in the profeſſion of their faith, 


and for their diligence in executing their office. We may 
put it upon the Preſbterians therefore, either to account 
for their throwing aſide this office, or to let us ſee where 


their Church has provided for the continuation of it: And 
unleſs they can do either of theſe, they muſt own, that 
the Conſlitution of their Kirk is ſo far defective and 


lame, 


would 
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The next order of Miniſters in our Church is that of 
Preſbyters or Elders, correſponding to the Prie/ts among 
the Fews : But I ſhall ſay little of this order, becauſe our 
Adverſaries own it to be of Apoſtolic Inſtitution, and allow 
all the arguments we can produce about them, Only 1 


| 4wbuld mind you to obſerve that wherever there is word of 
an Elder and a Deacon together, the Elder is deſcribed as 
© fuperior in rank to the Deacon. Thus Paul and Silvanus 
and Timotheus. 2 Cor. i, 19. This Silvanus, or Silas, 
was a Prephet or Presbyter, and next to the order of the Apo- 
les: Timotheus was of an inferior order, for in all St. Paul's 
travels he miniſtred unto him as a Deacon: And all alone 
throughout the Acts, Paul and Silvanus are deſcribed as 
principals in, planting the Churches. Thus Paul and Si- 
las only were apprehended at Phillipi, tho Timothy was 
then in their Company, the fury of the rabble did not 
touch him as being but an inferior Miniſter. In the next 
Chapter Acts xvii. 14. we find them all three mentioned 
together, yet the Diſciples at Theſſalonica conſorted only 
With Paul and Silas, and afterwards Paul and Silas are 
ſent away by night without any word of Timothy tho? he 
was among them. Which I think, is a ſure ſign that Si- 
las by virtue of his office of Prophet or Presbyter, was ſu- 
perior to Timothy, who was but a Deacon. Let the Pres- 
 byterians ſhew us their Presbyters or Elders: The'll tell 
you their Kirk-Sefſion is made up of Elders, and theſe El- 
ders are men choſen out from the body of the pcople by 
their. Miniſter (or Biſpop) to aſſiſt him in matters of Church- 
diſcipline without any veſtige of that authority and power, 
which the Elders of the Church exerciſed in the Apoſtles 
days. They can neither preach nor baptize, nor perform 
any ſacred function, and, inſtead of being ſuperior to Deacons, 
aàs I have ſhewn the primitive Elders were, they are in eve- 
ry reſpect inferior to them. And will we ſay, that St. 
Paul would have paid fo much reſpect to Silvanus, if he 
Had been but one of our Presbyterian Lay-Elders, as to 
have directed his letters in his name as well as in his own ? 
Beſides what ſervice could $:/vanus have done St. Paul, 
if he could neither have preach'd nor pray'd, nor aſſiſted 
him in the Adminſtration of any Sacrament, which our 
Presbyterians muſt confeſs their elders are not allowed to 
do. In ſhort tis as clear as the Day, that the Scripture- 
Elders were different from the Presbyterian-Hlders, and 
had the ſame powers, neither more nor leſs, than the Pre/- 
Syters of our Church have at this dax. * 


& > 


C47 1 


But the principal grievance, which theſe men complain 
68 is the ſuperiority of Biſbops above Presbyters, a thing 


which, ſay they, is contrary to Scripture, contrary to the 


rimitive inſtitution, and contrary to the well being of the 


Church. Theſe are big ſounding accufations : But let us 


ſee what truth or ſolidity is in them, and how far the Preſ- 


 byterian Charge againſt Epiſcopacy is juft, Now, 


By a Biſhop of a church I mean that perſon, on whom 
the adminiſtration of church ordinances in that church de- 


pends, to whom all his Pre/byters (or Elders) are account- 


able, and from whom alone they receive commiſſion to act 
as his deputies under him: This Biſhop is under CHRIST 
the head of his own particular Church, that is of that par- 
ticular part of the one Catholick Church entruſted to his 
care, he is the principle of unity and communion in it; he 
ſtands in capacity as it were of CHR18T's Proxy, by whom 
his Church is eſpouſed to CHRIST it's LoRD and huſband. 
And whoever he be whether Clergy-man or Lay-man, that 
either willingly ſeparates from his Bzhop without law- 
ful reaſons, or is juſtly thrown out by his Biſbop's Authority, 
is therefore cut off from the body of CHRIS TT. The Bi- 
ſhop then is the ſame director of that part of the Church, 
over which he preſides, and we, that are only Preſonters, 
are to be obedient unto him in every thing, as unto CHRIST, 
to give him account of the diſcharge of our office, and to 
receive from him ſuch counſels and orders, as he ſhall ſee ne- 
ceſſary for better anſwering the exigences of theChurch. Such 
a perſon therefore, as a Biſbop is among us, the Preſbyterians 
have not among them: They have none that can of him- 
{elf confer orders, or excommunicate offenders, or depoſe 
diſobedient Miniſters. None, I fay, that can do this of 


| bimſelf : This is referr'd to the confuſed voices of a multi- 


tude, and every thing that tends to the regulation, diſcipline 
and decency of a Church muſt depend on the majority of 
votes. This Scheme, ſay they, is more agreeable to Scrip- 
ture, and to the Practice of the Apoſtles, than what the 
ambition and Lordſpip of one aſpiring Biſbop is. But, to 
any one that will read the Scriptures, it will appear that 
the Apoſtles, even as to their ordinary authority, were a 


* deal n to our Preſtyterian Miniſters now. The 
power | 
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power of ſending forth more and more labourers into GOD': 


vineyard was given to them all in general and to every one 


of them in particular. The Keys of the Kingdom of 


| Heaven were given not only to a Preſbytery, or Synod, or 


General Aſſembly of them, but to every ſingle Man x 
mong them: And St. Peter or St. Paul had as much 


power of themſelves by virtue of the power, that 


CHRIST gave them, when they were removed and all 2. 


lone in any diſtant province, as when they ſat and vote! 
in a full council of them at Feruſalem. The firſt ſingle 
man, whom we read of in Scripture, under the Character, 
and exerciſing the authority of a Biſbop, is St. James, 


whom ſome call the ſon of A!pheus,: others the ſon of 


Foleph, but all conclude to have been our LORD's Kinſman, 


hether this was done by our LoR D's exprels order, 
when he appear d to James, apart from the reſt, aiter his 


reſurrection 1 Cor. xv. 17. or if it was done by the frec 
election of the Apoſtles, is ſomewhat uncertain, Howe- 
ver it is conſtantly affirm'd by the earlieſt Father's that he 


was the firſt Biſhop of Feruſalem, and in all the catalogues 


of the Biſhops of that place, he is placed at the head of 
them. And tho' the Scriptures do not expreſly mention 
his promotion, yet they give us many undeniable proofs of 
his being the Head of that Church. In the firſt 5 Chap- 


ters of the 4s, St. Peter is ſpoken of, as if he were the 


principal perſon; but from the 12th Chapter St. James. 
is ſtill mention'd as the chief perſon, even when St. Peter 
was preſent. When St. Peter was delivered out of the 


priſon by the Angel, Acts xii. 7. he deſired ſome of the 
diſciples ver. 17. to ſhew what had befallen him to dt. 


James, as the head of the Church, and the Brethren that 
1s, the reſt of the Church. St. 


James exerted his Epiſco- 
pal power very viſibly and maniteſtly in that famous Synod 


which was held at Feruſalem about the grand queſtion, whe- 
ther the Gentiles ſhould be circumciſed, as the hiftory of it 


is ſet down at large As xv. St. Peter himſelf was there, 
and delivers his opinion as a private member of the meet- 
ing: St. Paul and St. Barnabas did the ſame, and there 


were great diſputings in the Council. But St. James ſpeaks 


with a deciſive authority, Men and Brethren, bearer 
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unto ne, and after he had given them his reaſons, he tells 
them, Wherefore my SENTENCE is: And this ſen- 
tence of his determines the- point. When St. Paul ar- 
md at Jeruſalem from preaching the goſpel to foreign 
Countries 4s 21. 18. ( tho! in other places he call'd the 
Governors of the Church to himſelf) yet there he goes in 

MW unto St. James to give him an account of his ſucceſs, and 
all the elders (or Preſbyters) were preſent. The name of St. 
Lanes is plac'd by st. Paul firſt before St. Peter and St. 
% Gal. ii. 9. James and Cephas and Fohn who ſeem'd 
to be pillars. ay Gal. ii. 12. ſome of the church at 
Wl /eru/alem are ſaid to be, certain who came from James. 
All which put together are a ſtrong demonſtration of the 
Epiſcopal authority, with which St. James Was ir nveſted o- 

ver the Church of Feruſalem. 

be Preſbyterians, to invalidate all this, wil have him 
to be only a common Par iſb-Miniſter, but allow him to 
have ated in all theſe paſſages as Moderator. Now, up- 
Jon this ſuppoſition, the hiftory of the Acts ſhews us that 
„be was a conflant Moderator, which differs in nothing al- 
1 moſt from a Biſhop : The firſt time he is mention'd As, 
„„ Naii. was in the year of our Lord 44, and when St. Paul 
went in to him, Acts xxii. it was in the year 60 full 16 years 
after, all Which time he acted as Moderator of the Synod of 
Feruſalem, a thing quite contrary to the Preſbyterian Con- 
ſtitution. But, if St. James was only a common Pariſb- 
Miniſter, and the Elders, that are ſpoken of with him, were 
only his Kirꝶ-Seſſion, (as the Preſbyterians ſay) indeed he 
had a congregation of a vaſt extent: Beſides the vaſt: 
multitudes of believers in our Saviour's days, we find 
that upon the day of Pentecoſt, Acts ii. 41. there were 
7 32090 ſouls added to them, and theſe numbers were ſtill 
'* ncreaſing by the labour and diligence of the Apoſtles a- 
t nong them: 80 that, allowing their whole number ta 
* have been 7 or 8000 chriſtians in Teruſalem, when St. 
James was appointed their SUpREME MinisTER, (and 
this is what the Preſbyterians will not deny) they will be 
js N a loſs to tell, how any one man could be able to admi- 
niſter Church-ordinances to ſo many without neceſſary aſſiſ- 

% ts: According to the preſent calculation of allowing 
1000 
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1000 Souls to every ſingle Miniſter's Cure, there would 


have been in Jeruſalem at this time ſeven or eight ſuch 
Cures, and at leaſt as many Preſiyters over whom St. James 


was Biſhop, in the modern ſenſe of the word: And even 


granting this to be but a ſuppoſition, tis much more pro- 


able, than the Preſbyterian ſuppoſition that St. James was 
Pariſp-Miniſter to theſe 4 or 8000 Souls, and the Elder, 
mention'd with him were only his unordained Kir-Seſſi on. 
From St. James, who, we ſee, was Biſhop of Feruſalem, 
in the fame ſenſe that ever any man was Biſhop of Aber- 
deen, I proceed to take notice of Timothy the firſt Biſhop 
of Epheſus: By his authority, as Biſbop, he ruled the 
whole church of Epheſus, Miniſters as well as private 


chriſtians: He was impowered to command and teach 


thoſe under his care: Lo make rules for the orderly cele- 


bration of divine worſhip : To hinder women from ſpeak- 


ing in the publick aſſemblies : To ſee that thoſe that were 


teachers under him ſhould teach no doctrine but what they 


had received from the LOR D and his Apoſtles: To 
commit the doctrine of the Goſpel to faithful men, who 


might be able to teach others: 'T'o ordain for inferior 
Church-Officers ſuch as he ſhould find qualify'd : To take 


Care, that a competent maintenance and due honour be 


paid to Church-Miniſters : To take cognizance of all ac- 
cuſations, that might be lodg'd againſt the Clergy,. and to 
cenſure the guilty according to the nature of the crime: 


And all this he had power to do of himſelf, not as our 


Presbyterian Moderators exerciſe their power by colleCting 
the plurality of votes, but by an Epiſcopal power lodged 
in his own perſon. Had he been but Moderator, what 
power had St. Paul to leave him at Epheſus, 1 Tim. iv. 
13. in that quality, and to fix a conſtant Moderator, on 
the Epheſian Elders, who by the Presbyterian Scheme 
were priviledged to chuſe their Moderator and to change 
him by turns. JJ won ml $4s Fenn 
| Befides, ſay they, if Timothy was a Biſhop, it was by 


Presbyterian ordination, 1 Tim. 4. 14. Neglect not th: 


gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy wil 
the laying on of the hands of the Preſbytery : But what 
does this make for them? What ſhould hinder this parry 
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being applicable to Timothy's being ordain'd Presbyter, as 
there is no improbability but St. Paul had, with the con- 


curre nce and conſents of the Elders of Epheſus, ordain'd 
Timothy into their number? At which ordination, as is 
uſual now, St Paul as Biſhop, might have allow'd the el- 


ders to lay on their Hands too: Eſpecially as it is expreſt 
with the hands of the Pre/bytery, not by the laying on of 
their hands, only with their concurrence and approbation. 
But I ſcarce think this place makes for Presbyterian ordi- 
nation, ſince the Presbyterians will not ſay, that every one 


of their Miniſters is ordain'd by prophecy with the laying on 


of the hands of the Preſbytery: And what will they ſay of 
that other place where he is ſaid to receive the gift of GOD 
by the putting on of St. Paul's hands, without any mention 
of the Presbytery. It ſhould ſeem St. Paul here aſſumes 
very much to himſelf, when he takes the whole power of 
Ordination into his own hands: It is more likely, that 
theſe two paſſages are to be differently applied, the firſt to 
the time, when Timothy was ordain'd Presbyter, in which 


the Presbytery or neighbouring Elders might have aſſiſted, 


as they do at this day, and the ſecond to the time that he 


was ordain'd Biſbop, which St. Paul, by his apoſtolick pow- 


er, was ſufficient to do of himſelf. Yet whether this may 
paſs for an argument or not, let the Presbyterians produce 
both the paſſages, and what the firſt paſſage gives them, 
the ſecond as peremplorily takes from them: So much is 
plain, what 7 imsthy had power to do by the impoſition of 


dt, Paul's hands, is a great deal above what any Presby- 


terian Miniſter, even their Moderators themſelves, dare 


do: But as a Biſhop, it juſtly belong'd to him: Accord- 


ingly he is always reckon'd the firſt Biſhop of Epheſus, and 
about 450 years after CHRIST, at the general Council of 
Chalcedon, there had been 27 Biſhops in Epheſus all deriv- 


ing their ſucceſſion in a direct line from Timothy. The 


ſame authority that Timothy had at Epheſus, Titus had at 
Crete, being left there by St. Paul to ordain Elders in 
every City, and to ſet in order whatever St. Paul had left 


wanting, | 


Nor are theſe the only examples that are to be met with 


u Scripture of Biſhops, or ſingle perſons clad with the 
5 * „ 
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they are indebted to St. Ferom : Even in this way theſ 
 Jhouldconfeſfs, that Epiſcopacy, if not of divine inſtitution, 


* 


authority of modern Biſhops. St. John, in the 3 firſh 


chapters of his Revelation, gives us a particular deſcription 
of ſeven Biſhops, who preſided in the ſeven principal 
Cities of Aſia, by introducing our LORD directing epiſtles 


to the ſeven Angels of theſe ſeven Churches. Some of the 


Presbyterians would maintain, that by theſe ſeven Angels 


is meant the whole body of chriſtians in their reſpective 
Churches: But Beza, Laræus, Bullinger, Marlorat, 


and others of the foreign Presbyterians, interpret the word 


Angel to ſignify the Biſhop or chief governor of every 
church, as [rencus, Polycrates, Auguſtin, Ambroſe, and 
almoſt all the Fathers, had done before them. Some of 
theſe Fathers have given us the names of theſe ſeven 
Biſhops : Oneſimus Biſhop of Epheſus after Timothy's death, 
Sagaris or Sega ſis Biſhop of Laodicea, Melito of Sardis 
| Gaius of Pergamus after Antipas's death, Carpus of Thy- 


atira, the famous Polycarp in Smyrna, and a Biſhop too 


in Philadelphia whoſe name is not known. There you ſee 
upwards of ten inſtances of Biſhops, or ſingle men veſted 
with Epiſcopal power even in Scripture : Let the Presbyte- 


riaus adduce as many and as clear inſtances for their cauſe, 
if they would have you to believe them. If we take a view 
of the ages of chriſtianity” next to the Apo/tolick age, we 


hall find Bi/ops ſhining in great ſplendor. But the Pres- 


byterians ſave me the trouble of particularizing, becauſe 


they readily acknowledge, that the order of Biſhops Was 
to be found very early in the church: Only, ſay they, 


the Aps/tles were all equal, and in their days the chriftian 
church was govern'd by Miniftcrs that were all equal, and 
none of them had any juriſdiction over another: But 
when pride and ambition prevaiPd, when one aid he 
was of Paul, and another of Apollos, and another of 
© Cephas, then it was univerſally agreed, all over the 
* world, that out of the College of Fresbyters one ſhoull 
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<< be choſen to preſide over and govern the reft, and thi 
<< preſiding /'resbyter was called the B:ſhop.”? This is the 
great foundation of the Preſbyterian cauſe, and for th 


ws very convenient for church decency, and for prevent 
X prid 


ſuperior to Presbyzers. 
thing ſhould have happened, as they ſay this change was, and 
and yet we ſhould never had word of it but from them. 
If ſuch a famous alteration had been made, wouid not fome 
grave hiſtorian or other have told us of it, and might we 
not have heard of it from the like of Tertullian or Origen, ; 


new model it into what ſhape they pleaſed ? 
not ſo much as one ſingle Presbyter, ſo honeſt and ſincere, 


And if it had, would St 
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pride and ambition, &c. which, I dare ſay, the ern 
Presbyterians will not allow: Their famous Blondel dates 
this great change from the year of our LORD 135, and 
"ot; that ever after the church was govern'd by Biſhovs, 


But ' tis ſtrange that ſuch a general 


men that could have known the truth of it, and would 


have faithfully deliver'd it, if it had been true? From ſuch 
as them, I ſay, as well as from the Presbyterians, and that 
no farther back than 100 years ago or ſo, and all founded 
on a miſsinterpreted paſſage of one ſingle Father, in which 
he goes againſt all antiquity, and even contradicts himfelf ? 
Beſides, It CHRIST and his A oſtles had appointed, that all 
his Church Minifters ſhould be on an equal footing, and 


had ſettled Presbytery,, as the Presbyterians give out, by 


Diving RIGHT, how could all the church of CHRIST 


have taken on them to aboliſh CyurIsT's inſtitution, and 
Was there 


as to ſtand up in defence of CH it's appointment, and at 


leaſt to enter his Proteſt againſt the removing /resbytery 


and ſettling E iſcoſacy, eſpecially, if he believed, as the 
Presbyterians do now, that Presbytery was by divine right, 
and Epiſcotacy only an Innovation? It is univerſally be- 
lieved, that the Apoſtle St. Tohn lived tiil the 98 year after 


our LORD, in Ah caſe there are but ſeven and thirty 


years betwixt his death and the time, which Blondel would 


fix for beginning Ep:/coracy : And fo, at that time, a man 
of ſixty years of age might have been perſonally acquaint 


with that Apoſtle : Could not ſuch a man have known, 
whether Presbytery was the Apo/tolick Inſtitution or not? 


John's diſciples have patiently 


looked on, and ſeen the Conſtitution of the Church over- 
turn'd ſo ſoon, and ſo univerſally too: This is what, Lam 


ſure, no man will believe, but he WhO is Wo to be 
deceived, 


There 


— — 


_ thers ſee them, before St. 


(54) 
There was never any remarkable Revolution in the world, 
bnt what we have ſome record or other of : Revolutions 


more antient than the Chriſtian Church itſelf : And is it 
not ſtrange we have no record of this? We have the 


names of Biſhops that liv'd about the time of this ſuppoſed 


_ alteration : We have Ignatius, Polycarp, Clemens Roma- © 
nus, Ireneus, Polycrates, and great numbers morę: It is 


certainly ſurprizing, we have an account of their names, 


but none of their uſurpation, V 
Me read of the Succeſſions of the Roman Emperors a- 
about that time, and of the ſeveral changes and Revolut;- 
ons that happned in the Empire, when the Presbyterians ſay 
this Church Revolution happen'd; But no record of it: If 
they ſay, theſe Records were loſt, I would know ho- 
they came by them? Did never any of the primitive Fa- 
Ferom? Or was he that liv'd 
about 300 years after this date, more diligent in fearching 
out the truth, than his predeceſſors had been? He was a 


very worthy man indeed : But was a man liable to Paſſions 


and Infirmities : And being but a Presbyter himſelf, and 


taking ill the ambition of ſome Deacons at that time, that 


took ſo much upon them, he exalts his own order as near 
as poſſible to an equality with the Biſhops, and then produ- 
But let any 
Man conſider how ſuch an important thing could have 


ces this univerſal decree in his own defence. 


happen'd and never any Writer of the Church taken notice 
of it, but only one: The truth is, Epiſcopacy is ſo anti- 


ent, and has been ſo univerſally received, that St. Auguſ- 
tine's unerring Rule proves it to be Apoftolical : Whatever 
Doctrine or Inſtitution, ſays that Father, has univerſally 


prevailed in the Church, without any account of the parti- 


cular beginning or riſe it, we may conclude, ſuch a doctrine 
or inſtitution was certainly founded by the Apoſtles : And if 
according to this rule, Epiſcopacy was founded by the 4- 
peſtles, let the Hreslyterians anſwer to the charge of call- 


ing it Antichriſtian. 


On this footing, of divine right, Epiſcopacy kept its 
ground in the Church from the beginning to the preſent 
times, without any oppoſition : And in all Church Hiſto- 
ries We never hear but of rec that oppoſed it. The firſt 


Was 
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was Aerius, about the fourth century, who being Z difappint: 
ed of the Biſhoprick of Sabaſtia in Pontus, where he was 
a Preſbyter, fell out heavily on the whole order of Biſhops, 
call'd them Tyrants over GOD's flock, and maintaining 
that they ſhould be turn'd out, and Charch Miniflers re- 
ſtor'd to, what he call'd, their primitive equality, This was 
the firſt, that ever deſignedly impugned the jus divinum of 
the Biſhops. However, it ſtood this ſhock, and flouriſhee 
untouch'd till the Popiſh Council of Trent, about 200 years 
ago, attempted to rob Epiſcopacy of its divine right on 
purpoſe to complement the Pope with the whole power : 


And had it not been for the French Biſbops at that time, ” 


the Pope's Creatures had certainly carried their Point. 
This was the ſecond rub that Epiſcop acy got: And the 
third was, a very ſhort time after, that ſome of the reform- 
ed Churches, not only deny'd it to be a Divine inſtitution, 
but totally threw it off. The reformer's at Geneva and in 
Switzerland pretended neceſſity for this, and lamented that 
they could not be ſo happy as have a primitive Epiſcopacy 
ſettled among them. Calvin and Beza, theſe two. cry'd 
up Pillars of the Genevan Reformation, not only com- 
mended Epiſcopacy in general and pleaded for the neceſſity 
of ſubmiting to it, but did highly extol the Ep:i/copal Hie- 
rarchy of the Church of England in particular: Beza 
ſpeaking of the Government of the Engliſb Church by Bi- 
ſhops, Presbyters and Deacons, calls it a ſignal bleſſing of 
GOD, and wiſhes that England may ſtill enjoy it. How 


they can vindicate themſelves for laying aſide this venerable 


inſtitution, even upon their plea of pretended neceſſity, is 


none of my Buſineſs; They muſt anſwer for that themſelves, 
Even when the Reformation was begun here in Scotland, 
Epiſcopacy was kept up for ſome time : I ſhew'd you be- 
fore, what John Knox's ſentiments of it were, and that 
Biſhops ſat and voted in the Reformatian-Parliament : Some 
of them continued to excrcife their Epiſcopel office, under 
the new name of Superintendents, and for twenty years af- | 
ter the Reformation began, there was no body dream'd of 
throwing Epiſcopacy altogether aſide. Indeed it was then 
_ trampled under foot, And what follow'd ? A medley of 
confuſion and diforder; and whergas the poor . 
re 
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fore had only one tyranous Biſhop, as they were then call'd, 
in every principal City, they now had a tyrant in every 
Country Pariſh, and they had as much to fear from the 


Preſbyteries and Kirk-Seſſions, as before they had to fear 


from the Biſhops Courts. 


But that is generally ſeen, that nothing | is altered in a 
Hurry, but what ſomething worſe ſtill follows: As violent 


ſpeats and floods after they go off, leave a naſty ſcum behind 
them, ſoit happen'd by throwing off Epiſcopacy : In ſtead 
of the Superſtitions ofPopery, which only defac'd the Chriſ- 
tian doctrines, the nation was overrun with the Prophana- 
tions of Presbytry, which firuek at the very foundation of 
the Church: And notwithſtanding the Circumſtances that 
favour'd Presbytery then, it has met with many conydſi- 
ons and overturns ſince, and tho' it has many times got 
itſelf thruſt into Power, yet it has been many times ſct a 


packing again, and the primitive jure divino Epiſcopacy 


has to this day kept up his head amidft all the ſtormy bil- 


lows of Popery and Presbytery, (the one like Scylla, the 
other like Charybdis) which for theſe two hundred years 


_ paſt, have been daſhing againſt it. 


Thus you ſee, from what 1 ſaid, DRY advantage 
we have over the e. for the facred order of Bi- 


| ſhops. 


If they appeal to Scrigture, even there we find E piſcopa- 
cy begun, and founded by the inſpir'd Apeſtles themſelves. 


If they will be determin'd by Antiquity, by their own con- 


feſſion, we have all Antiquity for us without exception : 
If they venture, to plead their Numbers, even this will 


ſerve them nothing: What is the Presbyterian Church in 


Scotland, the Diſſenters | in England, the Hugonots in France, 
the Calviniſts in Geneva and Switzerland, the Mongrel 
Sectaries in Holland, what are all theſe in compariſon of 
the vaſt nations where E piſcopacy is retain'd, and where 


the Church is govern'd by Biſhops, independent of the Bi- 


ſoop of Rome. Yea let the Presbyterians take in the Pa- 
pPiſis with them, yet even they'll bear no proportion to che 
large Kingdoms that adhere to Epiſcopacy, and have either 
caſt off, or were never under the Yoke of the Pope's ſup- 


Temacy, The Fours of Ruſſia maintains Eee 
There 
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There is 8 weden, Denmark, Eng land, Ireland, a the 
Lutheran Churches in Germaiy, theſe are far ſupernumer- 
ary to all the Papiſis and Presbyterians in the world. But 
then what will they think of the Greet Church, the Indi- 
an Church, the Abi ſſines in Ethiopia, the Cophties in E- 
zypt, the frowndens and otherChri/tian Churches which re- 
tain Epiſcopacy according to the primitive inſtitution, yet 
never own d the ſupremacy of the Roman See, nor ſo much 
as once advanc'd the parity pleaded for by the Presbyteri- 
Let them, if they can, produce but one ſingle Church 
in «the wide Chriſtian world, whoſe Con/titution is not E= 
piſcopal, or who are not, and * not always been govern'd : 
by Biſhops, diſtin& from and ſuperior to /'resbyters, that 
is to ſay, any one YPresbyterian Church before the Church 
of Geneva, from whence all the :'resbyterian doctrines in 
this nation have been tranſplanted, not quite 200 years a- 
go. If they can ſhew you any part of the world where 
Presbytery was eſtabliſhed before, it would ſay ſomething: 
for their cauſe, and the honour of their cauſe calls on them. 
to attempt it : But if they cannot, they ſhould forever 
hold their peace. So much in vindication of Epiſcopacy. 
2d. Another great Butt of Presbyterian malice is our ſet 
forms of prayer, which indeed they do not condemn as Anti- 
chriſtian and againſt Scripture, but diſparage them as incon- 
venient, as a {tinting of the ſpirit, as an encouragement for 
lazineſs and the like. Tis very well they have nothing 
more to ſay againſt us on this ſcore : If ſet forms of Prayer 
be not againſt Scripture, why ſhould they be condemned? 
Every Church has Governours, and the Governours of a- 
ny Church, may preſcribe and ſettle every thing for the 
decency of the Church, as they ſhall ſee expedient, pro- 
vided they preſcribe nothing contrary to GOD's word. The 
Governours of the Presbyterian Kirk, ſuch Governours as 
they have, have appointed extempore Prayers, as judging 
them moſt for the edification of the people: Why may not the 
Governours of our Church have the ſame liberty, for the 
ame reaſon, to appoint Set Forms? 1 
* To diſcuſs this Objection more fully, let us ſee aliether' 
ſet Forms have been of conſtant uſe in the Church, and if 
it appear that they have, there will be the leſs room for the 
H Precbyterians 


3 4 a 
Presbyterians to ſay any thing againſt them. The Few:/; 
Church perform'd their publick Worſhip by Set Forms, as 


appears from ſeveral paſſages in the old Teſtament, where 


we find ſome ſet forms of Prayer and praiſe on record : 


Such are Exodus, xy. 1. Deuter. xxi. 7.1 Chron. Xxiii, 


30. Nehem. xii. 24. Ezra iii. 10, &c, And the truth of 


| this has been fully ſhewn to the world by Foſephus, Phi- 


lo the Few, Paulus, Fagius, Scaliger, Buxtorfius, and 


SVelden. Dr. Hammond proves both that the Ferws uſed ſet 
forms, and that they were much in the ſame order as our 
common Prayer. Dr. Lightfoot has carefully collected and 
ſet down the order and method of their Supplications. Theſe 


forms of theirs were all very good, and differed in nothing 


from Chriftian prayers, but that they did not uſe, as we do 
the mediation of CHRIsT: AndCommentators, even of the 
reformed Religion, ſuch as Capellus, Ec, have obſerved, 
that our SaviouR'sForm of Prayer which hecompoſed for 
the uſe of his Diſciples, was moſtly collected out of the 
Euchologies, or prayer books, of the Fews : And the very 
preface to the LORD 's prayer, Our Father which art in 
Heaven, was the uſual preface of theJewiſh prayers before: 
The learned Grotius has this reflexion upon this, So far 
Vas the LORD himſelf, of the Chrifian Church, from 
* all affectation of unneceſlary novelty.” This ſhews 


what regard our Saviour had to jet Forms antiently recetv- 
ed and approved by the Church of GOD: And this regard 


he teſtified by conſtantly frequenting the Temple Worſhip 
of the Jews, where ſet Forms were uſed : Which that he 


did, we may gather from this, that the Scribes and Phara- 


| ſees, his moſt inveterate enemies, never tax him with the 


neglect or contempt of Publick Prayer, as they would un- 


doubtedly have done, if they had ſeen reafon. 


Conform to this practice of their LORD, the Apoſtles, for 


ſome time, attended on the ſtated hours of Worſhip, which 
they might well do, and not neglect the aſſembling of them- 
ſelves together either. That they uſed the Lord's Prayer 
in their own Chri/tian Aſſemblies, no body will deny, that 
_ conſiders the ſtile of it, which ſeems to have been deſign'd 


for publick uſe : Our father give us —- forgive us de- 
liver us, &c. and is an indication that it was given to the 
T 5 REG Diſciples 
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Disciples at the ir earneſt A asCHRIST's peculiar Form, 


to be a badge of their being his Diſciples. The words of com- 
188 with which our Saviour delivers this Prayer, St. Matt. 


St. Luke xi. 2. are as peremptory and ſtrong, as his com- 
1 to baptize all Nations, St. Matt. xxviii. 19. And if a- 


ny man will allow himſelf to doubt whether the Apo/tles made 
uſe of the Lox Þ's Prayer or not, he may as well doubt whe- 


therthey baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 


and of the Holy Ghe/?, the one being as 1 2 a com- 
mand as the other. 


Whether the Apoſtles had Ya Set 16 0 in their ve 5 
lick Worſhip beſides this Form left them by our ble ſſed 


LORD, or whether they pray'd ext empore is not to be 


clearly deduced from Scripture: If they did pray extem- 


pore, they had ſufficient capacity ſo to do, being immedi- 
ately inſpir d by the Holy Ghoſt : And unleſs the Presbyteri- 
ans will pretend to be thus inſpir'd, which is a length none 


of them will go, or unleſs they can prove, that the Apoſtles, 


injoin'd Extempore Prayers to be the ſtanding practice of 
the Church, unleſs they will do cither of theſe, the A.- 

poſtles example will not be found to be binding now for 
extempore Prayers, even allowing that they had made uſe of 


them, which no Presbyterian could. ever yet make good 
There is one conſideration, which I think makes againſt 
the Presbyterian ſuppoſition, that the Apoſtles uſed Extem- 
pore Prayer, and it is this; That if they did, it ſhould 
ſeem ſtrange how the very next Age would have diſuſed 


them, and not paid the ſame regard to the Apoſtles exam 


ple in that Point, as they did in other Points, eſpecially 
ſince this gift of inſpiration continued for ſome Ages in the 
Church. And that the next Ages to the age of the Apoſt- 
les, had Set Forms in their publick Worſhip, is manifeſt 
from a Cloud of Witneſſes, whoſe authority and teſtimo- 
ny our adverſaries, with all their fanatick ſubility, could 
never yet ſubvert: Such as Tertullian, Cyprian, Cyril, 


Chryſe tom, Optatus, Augu ine, Gregory Nyſſen and ma- 
21 : The Loinai euchai or common Prayers, menti- 


by 7 uftin Martyr, were certainly different from the 


Presbyterian extempore Prayers, otherwiſe how could they 
be called common, and, as he tells us, how could all the 
people ſay amen bv them, a thing which our adverſaries . 

ow 
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low not. What ſhall J ſay of all the antient Bini or 
ſormulas of prayer now extant : Such as the Clementine 


Liturgy, the Liturgy of St. Baſil, of St. Chryſoſtom, 
&c. and the antienteſt of all, the Liturgy of St. James, 


which, with the notes and corrections of the late learned | 
5 Biſhop Rattray, ſome of you have ſeen. _ 


I know, our Enemies will and do object againſt the an- 


tiquity and genuineneſs of theſe Liturgies : Upon what 


grounds themſelves could never tell, unleſs it be, accord- 


ing to the obſervation of Hobbes, That when reaſon is a- 
gainſt a man, a man will be againſt reaſon. Theſe Litur- 
gies have been vindicated, both from Presbyterian contra- 
dictions and Popiſh interpolations, by many learned men 
of the Engliſb Church, and the famous Presbyterian John 


Daille, that has been at ſo much pains againſt the Conſti- 


Zutions and Canons of the Apoſtles, never once attack'd the 
Liturgies. But indeed, the very earlieſt accounts we have 
of Chriſtianity are ſo full againſt the Presbyterians on this 
point, that tis no wonder, if they be reuuc'd to a ſtrait 


How to defend themſelves. It would ſeem indeed, there 
Had been ſome of their ſtamp beginning to introduce extem- 
pore Prayers into the Church about the end of the fourth ' 


Century. For in a Council held at elvis in Africa, un- 
der the reigns of Arcadius and Honorius, it was decreed, 


That no Prayers ſhould be made in the Church but ſuch as 
were compoſed and approved in the Council : And the rea- 
Jon they give is, leaſt happily any thing ſhould, either 


through Ignorance or careleſneſs, be uttered contrary to 
the true Faith. And thus it continued in the Church, 


Public, Worſhip being perform'd in a liturgical way, after 


the method of our Common Prayers, the people being al- 
loved their Parts in it, as indeed in reaſon they ought to 
Have, till by degrees the Church of Rome, among other cor- 
Tuptions, began to take this Liberty from them by intro- 
ducing prayers in an unknown tongue. By this means it 
far'd with the ignorant vulgar, as it does at this day with 


the Presbyterians: They had nothing to do, but to turn 


over Books of their own, or ſtand gazing on the Miniſter, 
5 who Was now the ſole performer, - 


Tie 
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might appeal to the Presbyterians themſelves, if they 
had any ingenuity, whether they or we ſymbolize moſt 
with the Papi/ts in this point ; we who, according to the 
practice of the primitive times, allow the people to join in 
th Publick Prayers of the Church, or they. who, in imi- 
tation of the Papi/ts , give the whole glory of that facred 
action to their Miniſter. At the Reformation, this abuſe 
of the Papiſts was rectified : Prayers in an unknown tongue 
were laid aſide, And the antient method of Liturgies in 
the mother language was reſtored. . ; 

In a meeting of the Lords of the Congregation anno 1 5 58, 
it was ordain'd, ſays Knox's hiſtory, that in all pariſhes of 
this realm the Common prayer be read weekly on Sundays, 
* and other Feftiva/Days publickly in the pariſh Churches, 
c with the Leſſons of the old and ow I lament, conform 
ed to the order of the Book of common Prayers: And if the 
© Crate of the Pariſh be qualified, to cauſe him to read the 
% ſame.” What can the Prodbyterians ſay to this? Had any 
of our Hiſtorians writen this, they might have queſtioned 
their veracity : But their great Apoſtle and Oracle Mr. 
Knox,when he gives an account ſo favourable to our cauſe, 
[ hope, they have more regard for him than to endeavour 
to weaken this Teſtemony. Whether this was K. Edward 
the VIth' SLiturgy, or theLiturgy of Geneva, it matters not, 
ſince tis plain it was a Liturgy: And even their other 
Hiſtorian Calderwood tells us, that on the 15th of 7anu- 
ary anno Mr. Hewy, Principal of St. Andrew's, 
Drs. J/ederburn and Melvil were directed by Leters in the 
Kings name to uſe the EngliſbLiturgy morning and evening, 
yhich was accordingly, ſays he, put in Execution. And 
in the Preface to the Scots Liturgy, compiled and publiſh- 
d for the uſe of our Church here in 1637, we are told, 
hat for divers years after the Reformation we had no other 5 
order for Common Prayer, but the Engliſh Liturgy. 
That there was a"Liturgy, or Book of Common prayer in 
neva, is what the Presbyterians dare not deny: Knox 
imſelf made uſe of Set Forms. In his hiſtory there is a 
orm for electing Superintendents to their Office. The 
toteſtants in France have forms of Prayer in their pub- 


> Warſhip : And I have a French new Teſtament by me, 
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in the end of which is a Form for adminiſtring the Lord's 


Supper, forthe uſe of the French Proteſtants. In a word, 


except the Preſbyterians, all the Chriſtian world worſhips 
GOD in a liturgical way by ſet Forms and tho' they have 
now got their own fanciful method eſtabliſhed, yet from 


the beginning it was not ſo, Now as ſet Forms of Prayer 
can plead both Antiquity and Univerſality in their own de- 


fence, ſo they are recommended by their decency and uſeful- 
neſs too. They are very neceſſary to prevent all Manner 
of levities and blunders in the Publick Worſhip of GOD, 
which certainly ſhould be perform'd with the utmoſt gra- 
vity and decorum : And which has ſuffered very much by 
the ridiculous incoherencies and trivial clowniſh expreſſions 
with which very often theſe Extempore Effuſſions are ſtuft- 


ed. Neither is it reaſonable, that every ſingle Miniſter, 


in his Pariſh, ſhould be truſted with the care and direction 
ol holy things by the abilities of his own Brain: leſt, which 


very often happens, ſome of the weaker fort among them 


may fall into error, or lead the people aſtray, by his miſ- 
take. Beſides, what are Prayers defign'd for, but for the 


benefit of the People, and what benefit can the people have 
by them, unleſs they be allowed to join in them? To ſee 
a multitude of people, in different poſtures and with diffe- 
rent geſtures, gazing on a man mounted aloft above them 
and admiring his motions and looks, and ſometimes ſighing 
at a Szweet expreſſion, what does it reſemble but ſome 7he- 
atrical Performance upon' a Stage ? If a man comes into 
a Congregation where the Miniſter is left to pray as he 
pleaſes, how can he join with him in prayer, unleſs he has 
a fooliſh implicit faith in the perſon that prays ? He can- 
not immediately direct his devotions to GOD, as he ſhould 


do, but muſt take time to conſider, whether the prayers of 


the Miniſter be ſuch as he may ſafely join in. This incon- 
venience is remdy'd by the uſe of ſet Forms, that are pro- 
vided before hand; and which, it were well for Religion, 
if all Chriſtians were acquainted with. In ſhort, ſince 


wee muſt uſe words in our prayers to GOD ?tis fit we 
fſhould uſe the beſt and propereſt we can: And how is it 

_ Poſſible that the ſudden unpremeditate words of a man's 
tongue can be ſo proper to be preſented ty GOD, as wore» 
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that have been A on and approved by the judicioug 


care of many learned men. 


All that the P/ esbyterians have to ſay for themſelves i is, 
that how can a man pray with the Spirit unleſs he pray 
extempore ? But what do they mean by praying with the 
Spirit? Is it that the Ho 1 y GaosT inſpires them all at 
once with words and expreſſions, and, as our SAVIOUR. 
promis'd his Diſciples, gives them,what to ſay in that hour? 
If this. be their meaning, one ſhould think, the Hor x 
Gos could inſpire them with the Gift of Tenge, and 
teach them, all at once, to ſpeak ſtrange languages, as well 


as unthought of words: And I would have theſe pretend- 
ers to inſpiration to goup to the Highlands of Scotland, or 


over among their Brethren Presbyterians in France, and make 


the experiment there, whether the HOLY GHOST 
will inſpire them, with the gift of ſpeaking 1rifh or French: 
Unleſs they can give us this demonſtration of their being 


inſpir'd by the HoLy GHOST, we ſhould be but fools to 
believe them. St. Paul ſays indeed in one place, 1 Cor. 
xiv. 14. I will pray with the ſpirit, and with the under- 
flanding alſo : But what follows, I will fing with the Ji- 
rit, ſays he, and with the under/tanding alſo. If praying 
with the ſpirit there, direct us to pray ertenpore, without 


uſing precompos d prayers, does not ſinging with the ſpi- 
rit, direct us likewile to ſing extempore, without uſing pre- 


compoſed Pſalms And why do not the Presbyterians ba- 
niſh out of their Kirks the P/alms of David, which are 

ſo many forms of ſinging, as they have done the Lokxp's 
Prayer, that divine form of praying? The reaſon of this 


may be, that a great many of them that pretend to the 
gift of praying, have but little pretence to poetry, and 
tho* they can caſily rabble out, what they call, a prayer 
of half an hour's length, without meditation, yet few of 


them, with an hour's ſtudy beforehand, could hammer one 
Pſalm. But this pretence of Infoiration i is now very little 
inſiſted on by them: They muſt confeſs they thin on 


their prayers beforchand, and that it even coſts them a 


while's ſtudy on the Saturday's afternoons and Sunday's 


mornings to conſider what and how to ſpeak to GOD 


when the people convcen: ; Only, ſay they, prayers wich- 
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but Ybok ( for they don't call them extempore Prayers ) ar are 
more convenient for taking in all the different wants and 
neceſſities of the people, and ſo are preferable to Set Forms, 
which are and muſt be very deficient in this point. But 
is it not poſſible, that their M iniſters, eſpecially ſome of 
them of weak memories, may ſorget ſome part of the peo- 


9 5 ples wants; as I have known ſome of them forget to pray 


for the ſick, even when the Clerk at the beginning of the 
prayer had warn'd him to remember them: But, 
My Brethren, you that are acquainted with our Liturgy, 
and have made it familiar to you, by ſeriouſly and conſtant- 
1y joining in it; is there any condition you can bei In, any 
thing whatever you can deſire, but what proviſion is made 
or it in the Prayers of the Church? Is there not care tak- 
en for your making a general Confeſſion of your ſins unto 
GOD, which is one neceſſary part of prayer, and for 
your receiving Alſolution in his name and according to his 
will? Are there not ſupplications and petitions fitted for 
all your exigencies, for every ſituation you are or can be 
in? For the aſſiſtances of GOD's holy ſpirit, for the par- 
don of your fins, for grace to help you in time of need, 
for deliverance from all your enemies, and for the conti- 
nuance of GOD*s temporal bleſſings? Are there not 
thankſvivings appointed for all his mercies, of whatever 
kind or degree? It would fill a volume to enumerate and 
deſcribe all the beauties of this excellent method of pray- 
er ufed in our Church: Our ſolemn Litany, which is read 
every Sunday, can any thing be deviſed by Man more ge- 
nerally uſeful, more conciſely comprehenſive, more ſub- 
ſtantially devout, or better adapted to the whole Society of 
Chriſtians? In which the Miniſter does not aſſume the 
whole work to himſelf, nor tie down the People to depend 
on his integrity or capacity: But where you are allowed 
to back and ſecond your petitions with the Earneſtneſs and 


Devotion of your own Tongues, Let the Preſbyterians 
muſter up all their Objections againſt it, and if they can, 
let them ſhow you, wherein it is either ſuperfluous or et 


a fective. 8 
Our Liturgy throughout is nails conformable to St. 
Pe 855 $ Rule of Prayer, lad down by him, and ny 
/ 


end to purſue, or any intereſt to drive, 


. 
by the whole Catholic] Church, 1 Tim. ii. 4 Is avs 


good and orthodox Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions 


and Thankſgivings not only for our ſelves, but for all men. 


Indeed if we wanted to inflime your fancies, or raiſe in you 


an eſteem for our perſonal endowments and abilities, we 
might entertain you with long winded fighing Prayers, as 
well as the Preſbyteri ans do their hearers : I hope, the 
Presbyterians will not arrogate all the gift of extemporePray- 


er to their own Party, but will even acknowiege, that 


ſome of us can ſay ſomething that way. If we had any 

„ if our buſineſs 
were to irritate Servants againſt their Maſters, Children 
againſt their Parents, Subjects againſt their Magiſtrates, 
Neighbours and Families againſt one another, if we de- 


ſign'd to eſtabliſh our own reputation, or work you up to 


an exceſſive liberality to our purſes, I confeſs, extempore - 
Prayers are the moſt effectual contrivance that can be for 
executing ſuch intentions : A contrivance, which, former 
hiſtories tell us, never fail'd of ſucceſs, Was it not by 
means of the extempore Prayers which the Cevenanters 
uſed, that the whole nation was inflam'd againſt their So- 
vereign K. Charles I. Did not, that monſter of nature, 
Oliver Cromwel always fall to praying when he had any 
miſchief to accompliſh, and was it not always extempore 
Prayers that he uſed? When the Presbyteriam in the 
reigns of K. James VIth, K. Charles I. and K. Charles 

the II. were diſoblig'd at the regal adminiſtration, did not 
they always uſe this extempore way of prayer to influence 
their followers, and hound them out to REBELLION ? 
Was not this the method, that the infamouſly famous 


Whitfield took to fill his own coffers at the expences of his 


deluded hearers? And do not the Presbyterian Miniſters 
at preſent take the ſame method in their extempore Prayers 
fo ſtir up their people againſt yourſelves, and all of our 
communion on account of the preſent unhappy commoti- 
ons? In ſhort, is it not very eaſy for a man that's left at 
liberty to pray what he pleaſes, is it not very eaſy for him 
to amuſe his peoples ears with any kind of ſtuff, and con- 
ſidering the influence that ſuch prayers have on poor ſilly 
people's brains,is it not a ready 1 to drive them on to wy 


$A.» BY 
thing ? But let our intentions be what they will, that's 
certain, we cannot abuſe our prayers to anſwer. our inten- 
tions, While we keep up to the Forms of the church, 
there's no ſuch thing to be fear'd from us: And if we de- 


viate from them, we deſerve to be cenſur'd by our ſuperi- 
ors. I ſhall diſmiſs this head with obſerving to you, That 


extempore Prayers were only introduc'd a conſiderable time 


after our Reformation here, by men that had rebellious de- 
ſigns to forward, and wanted to ſhew their wonderful gifts 
and talents to the people. Our Liturgy has never been 


8 deſpis'd but by thoſe people, who have made themſelves o- 


dious to the world for deſpiſing the LoRD's Prayer itſelf: 
And when men, allow themſelves to vilify and throw by 
the performance of the Maſter, *tis no wonder that they 
have no regard for the labours and compoſitions of the 
ſervants. o . 

3. A third ground of clamour againſt us, is our uſing 
Ceremonies in our Religious Worſhip : An objection, which 
one ſhould be ſurprized to hear out of the mouths of any 

but fools. What do they call a Ceremony? they would need 
to explain themſelves, Can any thing be done without 
ſome kind of Ceremony? Can we riſe up, or walk, or eat, 
or drink, or perform any bodily action without ſome Cere- 
maony or other, that is, without ſome poſture, or geſture, 
or look, or motion, or ſome accidental thing or other 
which may be called a Ceremony? And how is it poſſible 
to worſhip GOD without ſome Ceremony ? Is not ſtanding 
at prayer a Ceremony? Is not ſiting at a Sermom a Cere- 
mony? And are not theſe Ceremonies indifferent? And if 
they be indifferent, have not the Governors of the Church 
a power either to command or forbid them as they ſee ex- 
pedient: Ihe Preſbyterians will not deny this, they dare 
not deny it. Even Calvin himſelf and Melancthon, all the 
reformed Churches abroad are for Ceremonies, and allow the 
Church Governours to order whatever pertains to the de- 
cency of the Church Worſhip, as Ceremonies do. Even 
out Adverſaries themſelves have Ceremonies as well as we: 
They have a white Sheet in a pennance for Adultery: They 
have ringing of Bells to conveen the people : "They uſe 
the Ceremony of joining hands in Marriage, they ſprinkle 
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done deeently and ,in order, is warrant enough for all 


| but becauſe they are ours. But, 


TY) 
in Baptiſm, they lay their hands on the head in Ordinati- 
on, they fit at ſinging of P/aims : With many more cere- 
monial Actions to be ſeen amongſt them, for which they 
have no expreſs command in Scripture, As indeed there 
was no neceſſity for ſuch a command. Let every thing be 


Church Governors to appoint or prohibit what Geremonies = 
they pleaſe, ſo be they never go againſt GOD's written 


word. So that, even by the allowance of Scripture, by the 
practice of all Antiguity, by the Judgment of all Reformers 


and reformed Churches, yea, by the very voice of reaſon 
itſelf we ſee that Ceremonies may be uſed in religious mat- 
ters? What then can be the reaſon of the Preſlyterians 
quarrelling ſo much at our Ceremonies ? It plainly appears 
that they quarrel at them, not becauſe they are Ceremonies, 


If their Miniſters have a privilege to appoint Ceremonies 
for themſelves: why not our Bi/hops the ſame priviledge to 
appoint Ceremonies for us? Yet to ſhew you the ground- 
leſſneſs of their invidious calumnies, I ſhall take notice of 


ſome of the more remarkable of our Ceremonies, which the 


Preſhterians exclaim fo bitterly againſt, One is, our bow- 
ing to the e, which one of their Preachers in this Coun- 
try repreſentsin hideous colours, not only as Popery but 
even as Heatheniſm, and told his people, that the wind 
turn'd to the Eaſt when our Meeting Houſes were 
burnt, to blow away that Pagani cuſtom we had of bow- 


ing to the E. 


Beſides that this aſſertion is falſe, (ſome of ou Meeting | 
Houſes having been burnt when the Wind was directly | 
Weſt) it ſeems, the Objector did not well know our cuſ- 
tom, nor how we uſed it. Hut, 

Who would have thought, that E . and Chrif- 
tians, nay even good Proteſtants, ſhould ever have been 
employed in deſtroying and burning Chapels and Meeting- 
Houſes ; in which their own Prayer-Book was uſed every 
Sunday, &c. throughout the Year ; and not only ſo, (re- 
ferens tremiſco !) but likewiſe, that they would make the 
Bibles and Prayer-Booaks accompany one another in the 
Flames ? ? —— Great and loud Were the outcries, both i 8 
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| 400, ſome of them within 100 years of the Apeſtles, could 


* 
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che Pulpits and common converſations, of the danger we 


were in of having our Bibles burnt ; but, let Experience 


teach us, againſt whom theſe outcries ſhould haye been 
_ pointed. _ 


We look to the Eafi when we repeat the Creed, and 
we bow our heads at the holy name of ſxsUs !? Can this 
be called Heatheniſh, or does it deſerve ſo ſtrong exclamati- 


ons? No | but they will maintain that we worſhip toward 


the Fa/?, and that by ſo doing we imitate the Heathens : 


Well, be it ſo, that we actually do worſhip toward the 
Fat, we do nothing more than what the primitive Chriſ- 
tians did: And in their footſteps we are not aſhamed to 


follow. It was ſo univerally common, that there's ſcarce 
any Church Hiſtorian but ſpeaks of it. The Author of the 
queſtions and anſwers, (which ſome aſcribe to Juſtin Mar- 


ryr, who lived about 180 years after CHRIS T) tells us, 


they bowed to the Eaſt, becauſe it was accounted the moſt 
excellent part of the Creation. St. Baſil (who liv'd anno 
370) reckons it amongſt the traditions that had been de- 


rived from the Apoſtles, and gives this as the reaſon for it, 


that hereby they reſpected Paradiſe, begging of GOD to 
be reſtor'd to that antient habitation. Clemens Alexandri- 
nus, (who lived anno 204.) tells us that herein they had re- 


ſpect to CHRIS TH, who is in Scripture ſtiled the Son of 
Righteouſneſs, Malubi. iv. 2. the day ſpring from on high. 


St. Luke i. 78. the BRANCH, (or as other commentators 
render it) the EAST, Zech. ili. 8. vi. 12. But whatever 
the true reaſon of it was, *tis certain from theſe teſtimo- 
nies that it was an antient practice. St. Athanaſius (who 
liv'd anno 350) gives us a very reaſonable account of it! 


Me do not ſays he, Worſhip toward tha Eaſt, as if we 


thought GOD were any ways * ſhut up in thoſe arts of the 


Morld, but becauſe G O D is in himſelf the true light and 


ts ſo fiilled in Scripture. In turning therefore towards that 
created light we do not worſhip it, but the great creator of 
it : Taking occaſion from that exccellent element to adore that 
GOD, who was before all elements and ages of the world. 
If theſe holy men were Idolaters, I cannot tell who 
can be free from that imputation : And if men, that lived 


not 
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not ſee what was Apoſtolic and what was Idolatrous, it is 
ſomething ſtrange, that men at 1 500 years diftance ſhould 


| ſee it better, 


Another Ceremony which they have long levelled their 


darts at, is, Our ſigning with the ſign of the Croſs in Bap- 
-tiſm. They will not let the Engliſh Church vindicate them- 
ſelves for uſing this Ceremony, as they have ſufficiently done, 
to any impartial reader, in the thirteenth of their Canons 
publiſhed ano 1604. When it was at firſt brought into the 
Church is uncertain : St. Baſil reckons it to be among the 
933 Traditions : Tertullian and St. Cyprian ſpcak of 


: As does likeways St. Jerom. Yea, not only did the 


eee ſign with the croſs in Baptiſin, but they uſed it lixke- 
wiſe in the commoneſt actions of their lives: Tertullian 
tells us, That upon every motion, at their going out and com- 
ing in, at their going to bed or at meals, or whatever em- 


ployment or occupation called them, they were wont to lamp 


their forehead with the fign of the croſs. By this they 
ſhewed that they were not aſhamed of the Croſs of CHx 15T, 


nor unwilling to engage in the ſervice of a crucified Majter, 


which yet was a great icandal to the heathen World then, 
as it is no to the Preſbyterians. In that 3oth Canon of 


the Engliſh hurch, the Child is declar'd to be baptized up- 


on ſprinkling with water and repeating the words of t the N 


Inſtitution whether the Sign of the Croſs be added or not: 


Only ſhe doth retain the Sign of the Croſs, in conformity 
with the primitive times, to ſignifie that the Child is now 


dedicated to the ſervice of him, who died on the Croſs, as 


by the Words in the book of Common Prayer. Indeed fo 
great a reſpect did the antients bear to the repreſentation of 


our SAVIOUR's Death, that they took care that the Sign 


of the Croſs ſhould be put to no trivial uſes, ſhould not be 
made upon the Ground, or on pavements, or on any 


place where it might be trampled upon, as is expreſly pro- 
vided by a Law of Theodoſius and Valentinian, who reigned 
about the year 880. It ſeems ſome dying ipark of that re- 


gard antiently paid to the Sign of the Croſs, is kept up a- 
mong ourſelves to this Day, tho” I believe indeed unwit- 


tingly and without deſign: As is to be ſeen from the Cuf- 


tom of cutting it out on the ae in ſome Places, to ſtop 


people's 
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people's paſſing that way, as judging that no ' Chriſtian 


R e. willingly tread upon that /ac red Sign. Thus it is 


- that we uſe the dier of the Croſs not out of Worſhip, but 


out of reverence, not looking on it as an eſſential point of 
holineſs, but as a demonſtration of our reſpect tor the me- 


mory of him who died for us upon it. 


Our adverſaries likewiſe find fault with us for nimining 


Godfathers and Godmuthers to anſwer for Children at their 


22 Baptiſin. 
tive in this, that the Preſbyterians themſelves cannot deny 


But all Church Hiſtories are ſo exact and poſi- 


it. We cannot read one of the earlieſt Fathers without 
meeting with the uſe of Sureties or Cautioners, at Baptiſm: 


And dare the Preſbterians ſay that this is againſt Scripture ? 


Let them produce one ſingle paſſage in the new Teſtament, 
where a Parent is either commanded to preſent his Child 


can it be adduced as a Plea for a wrong thing, 


to be baptized, or whether there is the leaſt mention of 
doing ſo: And if it be not taken notice of there, with 
what face can they quarrel a Church for following Anti- 


guity ? I own, Antiquity is no warrant for Error, neither 
to ſay that 
it was of an old date: But how ſhall a thing be proved to 


wrong, but by Scripture? and tis but an unreaſonable ca- 
vil at beſt to give any practice odious titles, unleſs they can 
make good what they ſay. Now, if this Cuſtom of uſing 


Sureties in Baptiſm be not contrary to GOD's word (and 
if it be, let them ſhew where) then I ſhould think, the 
Church cannot be blamed for doing therein, as was done 1n 


the times that are freeſt from hereſies or corruptions : And 


that it was ſo, is as clear as the Day. Nay, which is an 
argument in our favours, that our enemies cannot get over, 


the Calvin is at Geneva uſe Godfathers, and our firſt Re- 


formers in Scotland retained this old practice too: For in 


the Petition drawn up by the Lords of the Congregation, 


and preſented in their name to the Queen Regent by the 


Laird of Calder anno, 1558, one article is, That Baptiſm 


may be adminſtred in the vulgar tongue, to the intent that 
the Godfathers and Witneſſes may underftand the nature ef 


the Contract, Qc. 
Indeed, all that the Prabyterians can ſay gut * is 


che unreaſonablench of the , that Parents ſhould by 
debarr d 


2 
n 


n 
debarr'd the priviledge of anſwering for their child, and 
Strangers admitted, who perhaps will have little or no con- 
cern for the child's education: Now to this I anſwer, 
The right that the Parent has to take care of his child and 
ſee it educated, is a natural right given him by GOD 
which no law of man can take from him: And this inhe- 
rent right *tis ſuppoſed every conſcientious Parent will ex- 
erciſe, whether he be bound to it by any outward engage- 
ment or not: So that the deſign of taking in others to be 
Sureties for the Child, is to provide the more effectually 
for the godly bringing up of the Child, and to be a check 
and inſpector upon the Parent, in caſe of his ſlackneſs or ne- 
gligence. As for the careleſſneſs of theſe Sureties, tis a 
a great fault in them if they forget what they voluntarily 
promiſed ; but it can be no defect in the Conſtitution of the 
Church : They may, upon the ſame ſcore, object againſt 
admitting Parents to anſwer for them: For do we not ſee 
many Parents caſt a careleſs account of their children how 
they be trained up, and thouſands of children, when 
brought to untimely ends for their wicked lives, lay all the 
blame on their Parents, that had taken ſo little care of them? 
And as we fee children ſuffering by their Parents ſloth, fo 
in England there are to be ſeen numbers of poor deſtitute _ 
children virtuouſly and piouſly brought up by Sureties, that 
had a ſenſe of their duty, and a regard for innocent ſouls. 
So that ſince the uſe of Godfathers in Baptiſm is not con- 
trary to Scripture, ſince it was the practice of all Antiqui- 
ty, us'd even at Geneva, and in this Church at the Refor- 
mation, ſince *tis neither againſt nature nor reaſon, but 
inſtituted for very good ends, I cannot ſee what arguments 
our neighbours can bring to diſprove the uſe of it. But, 

The principal cauſe of outcry againſt us, is, Our Eneel- 
ing at the Sacrament, which they condemn as Idolatry, 
Yuper/tition, Popery, and I cannot tell what more fright» 
ſul names. Our SaviouR, ſay they, and his Ape/tles 
did not kneel at the Sacrament as we do. Neither did they 
it, as the Presbyterians do: The cuſtom at feaſting among 
the Fews was to ly along upon beds or couches, as the Evan- 
ze'r/ts tell us IE Sus did, tho? our tranſlators have render d 
that Greek word by ſitting. This was his geſture at ay" 
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the Paſſover, St. Matth. xxvi. 20. St, Luke xxii. 14. 
St. John xiii. 12. St. Mark xiv. 18. But no mention 
what poſture he put himſelf in at the inſtitution of the 
Sacrament, which followed his eating the Paſſover. - We 
hear, that he took bread and bleſſed it, and gave thank: 
(eulageſe and encharifleſe) which are parts of the Prieſlly 
Office, and which we are not to think that he did in the 
ſame poſture with common eating, But, granting this to 
be only conjecture, I hope, our enemies will not ſay poſi- 
tively that he fat at theſe folemn actions, more than we 
can fay that he kneeled: So that our LoRD' s example 
will avail them nothing, 

In the primitive Church they had no Gt Baer ſom e- 
times they kneeled, ſometimes they ſtood, as they do in 
Geneva and among the Prote/tants in France at this day: 

But we never find that they ſat: And the moſt learned 
Difſenters in England grant, that ſitting is not neceſſary. 
But, ſay they, Kneeling at the Sacrament has been abuſed 
to Idolatry: Therefore it ſhould be laid aſide. Has not 
the LOR s Supper itſelf been abuſed? Religion and Chriſ- 
tianity, have not they been abuſed? Should they therefore 
be laid aſide. But idolatrous Papi/ts kneel at receiving the 
| Sacrament, and we ſhould have no fellowſhip with idols : 
And no man, ſay they, can commit Ldolatry, fitting, 
But what ſays St. Paul, 1 Corgviii. 10. If any man ſee 
thee which haſt. tnowledge fit at meat in the Idols temple, 
fhall not he be emboldned ts eat thoſe things offered to idols? 
Here is zdolatrous fitting, ſuppos'd by the Apoſtle to be a 
means for perverting others to Idolatry. Had the Apoſtle 
call'd it Kneeling, how would our adverſaries triumphed! 
And nothing more common in profane writers, than {ting 
at heathen ſacrifices, eſpecially at the ſacrifices of Hercules, 
So that /ittzng may be abuſed to Idolatry as well as kneeling. 
Nay the Pope himſelf its, and the Socinians, theſe enemies 
of CRHRIST's Divinity, they /t too: The Pope fi its on ac- 
count of his great honour, as being CHRIST's VICAR, 
and in CHR1sT's ſtead upon earth; And the Socinians ſit 
to denote their equality with CHR1sT, whom they deny 
to be GOD of one ſubſtance with the Father. This i 
| what the Precbyterians lay for their itting. — ſay 

the); 
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they, imports inferiority, therefore it is contrary to, the 


priviledge of Ce-heirs : And whatſoever liberty gueſts have 


at a common-feaſt table, the ſame liberty have communi- 
cants at the LoRD's table, Now, | 
Ihis is full of ſo many abſurdities, that I wonder how 
any man can mention it. Why don't they drink healths 


x 


and entertain one another with mutual diſcourſe at the 
LoRD's table, fince they ſay they have liberty ſo to do? 


In ſhort, it they tax us with Idolatry in Kneeling, we may 
juſtly charge them with irreverence and profaneneſs in Sit- 
ting: And if we be Papz/ts for receiving in a poſture of 
adoration, let them ſee how they can vindicate themſelves 
from being Arians and Socinians for receiving in a poſture 
of equality and fellowſhip with CHRIS r. But Kneeling 
is a geſture ſo proper for humble ſuppliant ſinners in all 


their addreſſes and prayers to GOD, even according to 


Calvin's judgment, that I need ſay no more to recommend 
it, and preſerve you ſtedfaſt in the obſervation of fo laud- 
able and ſignificant a practice. by Og 
The laſt of our Ceremonies which J ſhall mention, as 
attack'd by the Preſlyterians, is our keeping Hely-days,. 
which, ſay they, is manifeſt Will. worſbip, in doing more 
than we are required to do: The commandment injoins 
our ſanctifying only one day, and allows us the other ſix 
for our labour: But we, indeed, muſt go beyond that, 


and think to complement G O D Almighty by giving him 


back a part of that time he has allow'd to our own em- 


ployments. Now, I think, if we deſerve cenſure at all 
on this ſcore, tis becauſe of our remiſsneſs, and for falling 
ſhort of that religious zeal which prevail'd among the firſt 
Chriſtians. We think it a great deal to obſerve one or two 
remarkable feſtivals : But what is this in compariſon of 
hat wonderful exactneſs and frequency, which the old 
Fathers tell us was to be ſeen in their days? Every Wedneſ- 
day and Friday were days of Publick Worſhip then, on 
which they faſted till three o* clock afternoon: And no- 
thing occurs ofter in their writings, than, an account of 
ſolemnizing the deaths of eminent Martyrs by acts of re- 
ligious worſhip on the yearly returns of theſe days on which 
they ſuffer d. Beſides theſe, they had other holy days uni- 
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verſally celebrated all over the chriſtian world. And theſe 
were of two ſorts. The one, days of faſting and humilia. 
tion, in which they ſolemnly deprecated G O D* s judg. 
ments, and implor'd him to be gracious to them, and mer- 
cifully to pardon their iniquities : Days of this kind were 
from time to time appointed. But they had one grand 
yearly faſt which they called LE NH and which was ſet a. 
part for the more abſtracted exerciſes of folemn meditati- 
on and prayer: That this yearly Faſt was of very antient 
obſervation, cannot be deny'd : Tho' there were different 
practices in different ages as to the length and continuance 
of it: But all agreed in keeping the laſt week of it (which 
we call thePAass10Nwee+)with the utmoſt ſtrictneſs and mor- 
tification. Teſtimonies for the truth of this are to be had 
out of Socrates, Sozomen, Chryſaſtom, the laws of Theodeſtus 
the great, Gratian, Valentinian, &c. Their other kind 
of holy days were Fe/t:vals or days of thankſgiving to GOD 
for his remarkable mercies, and ſupplication to him for 
_ continuance of his bleflings and lovingkindneſſes to them. 
The chief of theſe were three, EAST ER, which they ſo- 
 Jemniz'd in memory of CHRIsT's Reſurrection, PENTE- 
cos in commemoration of the deſcent of the Holy Ghoft, 
and CHRISTMAS, or the Birth-Day of our LORD. 
That the celebration of Zafer is of very old date, and 


may be reckon'd an Apoſtolicſ Inſtitution, will appear 


from the famous diſpute between the Eaſt Church, with 
Polycarp Biſhop of Smyrna at their head, and the Romar 
Church, with Anicetus Biſhop of Rome at their head, about 
the time of ſolemnizing this grand feſtival, which diſpute 
Was begun about the 120th year of our LORD, and about 
20 years after the death of the Apoſtle St. John: The 


Eaſtern Church kept it on the ſame day that the Fews kept I 2 


their Paſſover, and pleaded the examples of the Apoſtles St. 
Philip and St. ohn: The Roman Church kept it on the 
LORD's day next after the Jewiſh Paſſover, for which 
they likewiſe pleaded Apaſtolic? Tradition. About 60 

years after, this conteſt was renewed between Polycrates 
Biſhop of Epheſus and Victor Biſhop of Rome, and ſoit 
_ continued, till the firſt general Council of Nice, anno 325, 
decided the controverſy, and appointed this feaſt to be kept 


. 


* 


as it now is. It would be endleſs to recite all the paſſages 


of the Fathers in which the obſervation of Eaſter is men- 


tion'd as the ſtanding practice of the Church. Only I 
ſhall take notice, that the feſtival of WHIT SUNDAY or 


PENTECOST is ſtill ſpoken of as following Eaſter, by 
Irenæus anno, 180, Juſtin Martyr, Tertullian, Origen 
and ſo downward, who tell us that the whole interveen- 
ing fifty days after Eaſter was a holy ſeaſon, and in a 


manner reckon'd feſtival, being ſet apart for conferring 


74 and for ſacred joy and rejoicing. 


he third great feſtival of the church, CHRISTMAS, 


ſeems indeed not to be ſo early; as it is not ſo ſoon menti- 


oned, as the other two: Yet we have account of it from 


Theophilus Biſhop of Cæſarea about the year 140. How- 
ever, that it was kept before the year 200, we have this 


melancholly inftance, that Diocletian, the cruel perſecutor, 


burnt a whole congregation of chriſtians, that aſſembled 
in a Church at Nicomedia to ſolemnize the feſtival of 
CHRIS T's Nativity. Perhaps the Preſbyterians have no- 
thing to ſay againſt this argument, but want of opportuni- 


ty to preſent the argument to us again. That it was always 


kept on the 25th of December, I ſhall not ſay : Only St. 
Chryſeftom tells us that in his time about 360 years after 
CHRIST, it was kept on that day at Antioch; other ſa- 


cred days, as I told you, they had in memory and honour 


of pious Martyrs, that had laid down their lives in defence 
of the Goſpel, on which they gave thanks to G0 D for 
their good example, and propoſed their conſtancy and 
zeal to be followed by themſelves. Now, 


After this ſhort account of the Fa/?s and Feſtivals of 
the Church, let any man tell you, what's to blame about 
them? Is it becauſe the Church takes upon her to appoint 


any other ſacred days, than Sunday? and do not the Preſ- 


byterians the like? Does not their General Aſſembly pre- 
ſcribe Faſts and Thankſgivings, and that too with grievous | 


threats to ſuch as do not obſerve them ? And has not our 
Church the ſame liberty? Indeed, if any of the antient 
Chriftians, thoſe mirrours of piety and devotion, were to 


come among us and ſurvey our actions and deportments, 
they would mightily blame us, not for our ſuperſtition in 


9 | 
Keeping {& many holy days, but for our coldneſs and luke- 
; warmneſs in keeping ſo few. Let the Preſbyterians rail | 


and inveigh at us as much as they pleaſe, while we have 
the Chriſtians of the Apoſtolic 45 for our pattern, their 
accuſations will be found td be but groundleſs and vain, I 
might here have ſaid ſomething concetning other two 
| Rites uſed among us, and they are Conſecration of Church- 
es and Churching of omen: But the decency of thoſe two 
practices appear to every one, even to ſome of the more 
moderate and candid Preſbyterians themſelves, and I never 
yet heard of much ill nature atus on either of theſe heads, 
So that I proceed to the fourth complaint which the Pre/- 
byterians bring againſt us, and that is 'PoPERY, that we 
are all rank Papiſts and Symbolizers with the Church of 
Nome. This has been a wonderful argument, and the 
great ſtreſs of all their reaſoning for theſe two hundred years 
paſt, and has had mighty ſucceſs with the populace to inveigle 
them over to their Party. But let them name particulars, 
and cell us, wherein we are Papi/ts. Or rather what is 
it they call PorErRy ? Why, fay they, tis the corruption 
of the Church of Rome, whereby they have defac'd the 
Doctrine, the Worſhip, the Government, every thing, in 
a word, about the Chriſtian Church. I explain PorERY 
for them, becauſe there are a great many of them, I know, 
that make no little uſe of the word, PoPERx, that cannot 
explain it to themſelves. Now, I would ask, when did 
 PopERy, or the corruptions of theChurch of Rome, begin? 
Sure they did not begin with the Apo/tles ? There muſt be 
ſome after date to fix their beginning at: It is only the In- 
3 novations of that Church, which even the Preſbyterians call 
Poetry : And Innovations cannot be antient. But I 
all name a time for them to begin PoPERx at, and hall 
grant them as much as can be granted, or as themſelves 
JJ... AFR 3 
I think no reaſonable man will beg in Pepery ſooner, than 
the time when the Biſhops of Rome aflum'd the title of U- 
niverſal Biſhop, which we read, Boniface the third of that 
Name ventur'd to do under the reign of the Emperor Pho- 
cas about 600 years after CHRIS . No man, I ſay, will 
begin the cortuptions and innovations of the _ of 
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pravation it can be charged with. And from this time, by 


virtue of that Univerſal power, which Bonrface aſſuſied 
then and his ſucceſiors kept up after that; from this time 
were all the Errours and Additions and Deviations in- 
troduc'd among them, which has been the Burden of the 
Meſtern ( hurch for a long time, and has been, by unanimous _ 
conſent of reformed writers, call'd Popery. No hiſtorian 
ever charg'd the Church of Rome with varying from the 
truth, and bringing in ſingular novelties before the year 
600, other than what the Biſhops might have fallen into 


thro' human weakneſs, as in the cafes of Liberius the A. 


rian, Vigilius the Eutychian, Honorius the Monothelite, 
and fome'unreaſonable power that one or two of the Popes 
made a pretence to about the time of St. Auguſtine : yet 
no writer that ever I read of called any of theſe #opery, in 
the ſenſe that we take Popery in now. Their Biſbops 
were for the moſt part, learned, pious men, and the Church 
of Rome was look'd on as the Standard of chriſtian purity. | 


Now, if Popery did not begin ſooner than the year 600, 


why do the Preſbyteriaus tax us with Popery for imitat- 

ang the practice and example of the Church of CHRIST be- 
fore that time? Yet, to ſhew the ftrength and juſtice of 
our cauſe, I ſhall allow them 200 years more into the 
reckoning, and ſhall grant to them, if they demand it, that 
about the year 400 the Church of Rome began to be cor- 


rupted, and to plague the Chriſtian Church with her new 


fangle DoQtrines: Even with this allowance, and I think 


they will not deſire more, *tis unreaſonable to charge us 


with Popery. Let them name but one ſingle inſtance, in 
which the Preſbyterians differ from us, which was not in 
the Church before the year 400 : Epiſcopacy, Set Forms of 


Prayer, Croſs in Baptiſm, Obſervation of holy Days, &c. 


All our Doctrines, Rites and Practices, whereby we are 


diſtinguiſhed from them, all theſe were receiv'd and taught 


by the Catholic Church in the four firſt Centuries . And 


if the Preſlyterians can but prove one Article, Ceremony 


or Cuſtom of outs, (as diſtinguiſh'd from theirs) later than 
the year 400, they will gain the Point. ES 5 


Some of their own Doctors have been conſcious of this: 


And 


Rome farther back, as this is generally feckon' d the firſt de- 


And therfore they call us Papi/ts, not for believing and ob- 
ſerving things introduc'd in Popiſh times, but for agreeing 
with the Papi/is in believing and obſerving ſome. things 
which the Papiſis believe and obſerve, This they call 
Romanizing and Symbolizing with the Church of Rome, bul- 
. lying words to impoſe on country people. That's to ſay, 

they condemn ſome things not becauſe they are bad, but 
becauſe they are Popiſb, as if a man ſhould refuſe to wear 
a Hat, becauſe his declared enemy wears one. But is this, 
agreeable to St, Paul's Rule, Prove. all things, hold faſt 
| the beft : Becauſe the Papiſts have ſifted the chaff among 


the pure corn of Chriſtianity, muſt we throw away. the 


corn with the chaff? Is it not our duty rather with care 


to pick out the gold of ſound doctrine from among the rub- 


biſh, in which they have endeavoured to hide it? But if 
every thing be to be thrown, away, that the Papiſts keep, 
why do the Pre/byterians obſerve the LORD's Day, or 
baptize infants, or debar offenders from the LORD's Sup- 
per? Why do they believe Original fin or uſe the word 
Trinity: The Papiſis do all theſe ; and ſo do we? Why 
have the Preſbyterians theſe things in common with us? 


Neither they, nor the Papiſts, nor we can adduce Scrip- 
ture precepts for what we do in theſe points: We muſt 


reſolve all into the tradition and example of the Church. 
But of what Church ? Not of the corrupted Church of 
Rome, with the Pope at its head, as the Papiſts do; Nor of 
the Lay Church of Geneva, with the judgment of Mr, Cal- 


vin as it's rule, as the Preſbterians do: But of the univer- 
ſal Church from the Apoſtles times down to the year 4.00 : 


And what a monſtrous piece of confidence is it, to deny or 
doubt the teſtimony of theſe men for what was done in 
their own days, and rather believe the aſſertions and allegati- 
ons, which a few moderns have ſpun from their own 
Whether we may ſafely believe every doctrine, which 
the primitive Fathers taught I ſhall not ſay. Some of them 
might have err'd in ſome particular matters, and we nev- 
er yet ſaid, that any one of them was infallible.; But 
when they tell us, that ſuch and ſuch things were done in 
their Days, that the whole Church. believed and acted. 4 
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and ſo, certainly we are bound to give hiſtorical faith fd 
their narrations : And without having recourſe to this hiſ- 


torical faith, not even the Presbyterians themſelves can 
give a ſolid account of, or reaſon for a good many things 
which they do. The hiſtorians, that liv'd in King James 
the VIth's time, are more capable to give us a true rela- 


tion of the remarkable occurences that happen'd in his time, 


than any writer can be now: And if Buchanan, or any - 
other that wrote in thoſe days, ſhould tell us that K. James 
Was baptized in the Popi/h way with all the trumpery of 
Papiſtical Ceremonies, ſhall we not believe him rather than 
one in our own Days, that would contradiCt it? *Tis juſt 
ſo with reſpect to the primitive Fathers: Whatever their 
doctrines were, their teſtimonies are certainly to be be- 
lieved: And, tho' we do not depend upon them as authors 
of doctrines, we may very well admit them as witneſſes 
of matters of fact. Now, where the Scriptures are ſilent, 


what better warrant can we have than the relations of ſuch 


honeſt witnefles, who could know the truth and would by 
no means tell an untruth ? They that deſpiſe Antiquity, 

ſhould conſider what a mighty handle they give to the ene- 

mies of Reveal d Religion, by deſpiſing or undervaluing 


thoſe, that have been the principal ſupporters of it. But 
neither do the Presbyterians deſpiſe Antiquity : All their 


vexation is, that Antiquity contradicts them: As we may 
ſee by the pother that they make about any paſſage of An- 
tiguity, which but ſeems to favour them, Now, if Anti- 
quity may be admitted as judge in matters of fact, that is, 
if we may believe the Antient Fathers when they ſay that 
ſuch and ſuch things were obſerv'd in their times, (and 


ſure the Presbyterians will not ſtick at that) then I think 
we have gain'd all that we ask. Let the Presbyterians 
name one Popiſh Rite which we obſerve, and if it cannot 
be ſhewn, that the Church of CHRIST obſerved it before 


the year 400, then we muſt yeild to them. And if the 
Church obſerved any rite ſo early, the Presbyterians ſhould 
be aſhamed to cavil at us for imitating them, &c. Oc. 


Se. 
And now, m 


Fa , Brethren, that 1 have ſhewn you what 
kind of Spirits theſe Presbyterians are, and have vindicated | 
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our Church from their ggg objections, let me beſeeck 


and obteſt you by all that's valuable and dear to you, by 
the regard you ought to have to your immortal Souls, an 


| your hopes of ſalvation in the communion of the Catholic 


Church, if any confideration will have weight with yon 
beſeech you believe them not, neither be led a- 


7 ſtray | by them. You that have been baptized, . into 


Ale s Church, and have all along been happy in the 
participation of the ordinances of CHRIST's appointment, 


adminiſtred to you in the way of CHRIST's appointment, 
conſider the ſinfulneſs and danger of apoſtatizing from your 
8 997 gements, and willingly going off to a Schi/m : A 


hiſm. of the blackeſt nature, not only from, but even a- 


gainſt the Governours of the Church: A Schiſm, where 


the groſſeſt ſpiritual Rebellion is encouraged, and deadly he- 


reſies taught. Perhaps you'll ask me, what I call a- 


Shiſm, and why, I call the Y reſbyterian Religion a Shiſm ? 
By a Schiſm I mean a willful ſeparation 5.4 the lawful 
rulers and governours of CHRIS T's Church: And [ call 
the Preſbyterians Schiſmaticks, becauſe they at firſt ſeparat- 
ed themſclves, and ſtill continued the ſeparation, from the 
Biſhops, whom I have ſhewn to be, by divine appointment, 
the only Governours of the Church: And not only fo, but 


they 5. declared the whole Order deviliſh and antichtiſti- 


an, and done all that lay in their power to extirpate it, 
notwithſtanding « of it's being CHRIS T's Inſtitution: : And 


have facrilegiouſly taken upon themielves to receive mem- 


bers into CHRIST's © hurch and to ratify covenants with 
the people inCHRIST's name, without any commiſſion from 
him. This I call ſacrilegious, becauſe it was an invading an- 
other s office, a ſacred office which did not belong to them. 
And this ſacrilege they perſiſt in to this Day. 
VU their own confeſſion, our Saviour inſtituted a cer- 


tain order of men, to rule and govern his (urch, and 


theſe men he empowered to name their Succefſors,and they 
theirs, promiſing to be with them to the end of the Warld, 
Accordingly, we find the Apoſtles ordaining Biſbeps to 
govern the Church, and giving them power to ordain in- 
erior Church Officers for adminiſtring the Sacraments: 


g neither In Siptur 3 nor in Church hiſtories do b 
10 


read of Church Miniſters being ordain'd, but only by Bi el | 
ſhops. Even Ferom himſelf, the great friend, whom „„ 
Presbyterians boaſt ſo much of, even he atributes the pe- 111 
er of Ordination to the Biſhop : What is it, ſays he, that a In 
Biſhop does more than a Preſbyter, exce/ta Ordinatione, ex, 


cept Ordination: And all the Fathers that ſeem moſt to 
; ſpeak of an equality between a Bi#hop and Hresbyter, Chry- 
ſoſtom, Auguſtine, &c. all unanimouſly ſpeak of Ordina- 
tion as belonging ſolely to the Bie”: And if Ordination 
be the Br/bops Province, ſhall we account the Ordination 
p of theſe men valid, who have been ordain'd nt: only 
" [FF / without, but even in deſpite of the whole order of 
* Biſbo : In all Antiquity we never read of one inſtance of 
5 Presbyterian Ordination, but only one, and that was, of 
; one Iſchyras, ordain'd by Colluthiss a resbyter: But how 
was this look'd on ? It was highly reſented by the whole 
7 Church, and 1/chyras was (not depoſed becauſe he was no 
I Clergyman but) commanded to remain among the Lazty, 
1 as having never been ordain'd. The Presbyterians ſee, 


r what John Knox or any of their firſt Ordainers had to ex- 
pect it he had liv'd in theſe Days. Indeed the Presbyteri- 
ans ſay for themſelves that in the Gothic Churches for al- 
moſt 70 years, Presbyters had the Government: And it 
- | wasſo too in our own Scottiſb Church, ſay they, till Pal- 
ladius was made Biſhop : But allowing there had been no 
t. Biſhops all that time in theſe Churches, does it follow that 


d the Presbyters had power to ordain one another? 
90 The Epiſcopal qualify'd Church in Scotland, ſince the 


Revolution, has had no Biſhop among them; yet are 
their Presbyters allowed to ordain one another as the Pre/- 
wy byterians do? No, they are all ordain'd by the Biſbop of F 
Me London. So is the Church in our Engliſb colonies in the = 
Weft Indies, they have no Biſhops among them; yet their 0 
Presbyters have Epiſcopal Ordination. And that it was = 
ſo in the Gothick and Scottiſſh Churches, at the time when 
the Preſbyterians ſay they had no Biſbeps, even allowing 
what they ſay to be true, is evident from the concurrent prac- 
tice of all Churches at that time, We read in Euſelius's 
church hiſtory, that that two young chriſtians of Alexandria, 
Frumentius and Ædeſius, having been by ſome how or _ 
, | 5 . Carried 
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| 1 C.̃arried into India, and by GOD's blefling converted ſome c. 
"Fit - , wo theſe nations to the Chri/tian Faith, yet would not take 64 
111 | pon them to adminiſter Sacraments, or ordain others, or a- 7 
1} V Way act as Minifters of CHRIST's Church, till they 60 
J cime back to Alexandria, and were CANONICALLY or- ce 
da n'd by Athanaſ;us Biſhop of that place. Here is an ex- 

am le very near a kin to our Reformation : And if our Re- ce 


For, ters had all ated on Church Principles, tho they might „ 
have ſcrupled the Popiſb Biſhops, yet they might have had 6c 
_ Biſhips ordain'd by the reformed Engliſh Biſhops, and by. 
that means might had CHRIST's ordinances lawfully ad- 6 
mingtired-to themz--7 t,, 55 oo 
Fer Presbyters to ſet up a communion contrary to their 1 «« 
Biſhops, and to pretend to ordain others to keep up this ce 
contrary communion, this is the height of Shim and a fin UW «c 
which no neceſſity can plead for. And a fin too, the moſt ce 
odious and moſt damnable, that any perſon can be guilty of. ce 
Let us only conſider the Schi/m of Korah and ſome other ce 
Levites againſt their Hig) Prieſt Aaron: They pretend- ce 
ed great things, that it was to redreſs grievances and ſo, | 44 
which is all the Presbyterians can ſay for themſelves : Vet. 
this did not hinder the judgment of GOD from ſeizing on 
theſe SCHISMATICAL Intruders: The whole paſſage is W th 
worth the reading as you have it, Num. xvi. and I ſhall 
give you the excellent enlargement of Optatus Biſhop of | (4 
Milevis upon it, in his firſt book againſt the Schi/matical hi 
Donatiſts; page 25. That Schiſm, ſays he, is a great th 
* fin, yourſelves cannot deny: Yet without fear you have , 
* imitated your wretched Maſters Corah, Dathan and 
<< 4h;ram, nor have conſidered that this fin is forbidden 7 
< by GOD's word, and the commiſſion of it grievouſly © A 
c puniſhed. I ſhall inſtance in three ſins, prohibited by 


„Ob's word, Murder Idolatry and Schifm:Let us ſec in ,, 
<< theſe three what GOD puniſhed and what he thought I ,, 


fit to pardon. Of all murders Parricide, (or the mur- ly 

e dering of father or brother) is the greateſt : Yet Cain, c 
s When guilty, was not ſlain by GOD, and his being ſlain 

by another ſeverely condemn'd. In Nineveh there were fh 
1:1 1320, ooo idolaters : Yet, after the preaching of Jonah, | 
=_  :: s prager and a little faſting procured their pardon N Let pr 
wa” 333 | ne 7” 
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© us ſee, if any ſuch favour was granted to the firſt 


„ SCHISMATICKS among GO D's people. Over fo 


% many thouſands of Iſrael only Aaron was appointed 
* Prieſt; But when ſome of his Miniſters, not ſatisfied 
5+ with the diſpenſation, had invaded this ſacred office, and 
had brought two hundred of their fellows with cenſers 


n 


5 in their hands to offer incenſe before the people. GOD 
60 


*© could not ſee with pleaſure this Schiſm. He was ang 
CC. 


. 
* 


ers nor Idolaters, he did to ScHIsMATICES. The 


*© band of Levites, and the ſacreligious multitude that fol- 


* lowed them, ſtood, with their forbidden ſacrifices, ready 
cc to periſh : They were deny'd the ſpace of repentance, 
<< becauſe their fin was ſuch as could not be allowed par- 
don And that their ſudden death might not ap- 


e peara favour, as they were not worthy to live, ſo they 


<6 were not allowed to die; Being ſhut up in that infernal 
cave, they were buried before they were dead. What 
have ye to ſay to this, ſays he to the Donati/ts, ye that, 
under the name of the Church, ſecretly. nouriſh and im- 
„ pudently defend a Schiſm.“ x 

The great Schi/m, which the Samaritans made from 
the Temple of Jeruſalem, when they erected their Altar 
on mount Gerizin, was like the ſeparation or Schiſm that 


the Presbyterians made from their Biſhops : And we find 


how ourSA v 10UR diſapproved of it in his conference with 
the Samaritan woman, John iv. Ye worſhip, ſays he, ye 


know not what : Me know what we worſhip, for Salvation 
is of the Fews : intimating to her, that their Samaritan 
Worſhip, as being Schiſmatical, had no title to ſalvation. 
And when he cured the ten lepers, of whom one was a Sa- 


maritan S$chiſmatich, he ſent not that one for a declarati- 


on of his being cleanſed, to the Schiſmatical Church of Sa- 


maria, of which he was a member, as he would certain- 
ly have done had it been a Lawful eſtabliſhment, but to 
the Church at ee plainly ſignifying, that the Schi- 


matical Church of Samaria was no church, and their wor- 


mip not acceptable to GOD. 
In St. Paul's epiſtles, Schiſms and Diviſons are re- 
Pr eſented to be great ſins, and ranked among the Wirks 


7 


with a great anger, and what he neither did to Murder- 
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of the fleſh. It were needleſs to tell you, in what ugly co- 


lours all the Fathers paint this horrid fin of SCHISM, com- 
paring it with Murder, Idolatry, &c. Every ſin, in a word 


that mankind ſhudders at the mention of: And the abhor- 


rence that they expreſt of it in words, they teſtified in their 


Practice. 


When the Arian hereſy aniverſ ally e that ent. 


nable hereſy which deny d CHRIST to be the Son of GOD, 


and the orthodox Biſbops were turn'd out of their churches 
to make room tor the Schiſmatical Intruders, did the 
chriſtians communicate with the Hereticks, or think it a 


matter of indifierence, 2s it is thought now, to join their 


aſſemblies? No, they choſe rather to retain the purity of 
their faith, than catch the opportunity of religious wor- 
ſhip; and before they would go into the churches, that 
were profan'd by theſe ſacrilegious wretches, they ſuffer- 
ed willingly all kind of cruel treatment: So it was in the 
caſe of the Donatiſis in Africa, the Novatians at Rome, 


and the Miletians in Egypt : Theſe were all followers of 


 Schiſmatical Bijhops, that had ſet up oppolite Altars, and 
maintain'd oppoſite communions apart from the CANO- 
NICAL Bißbops: And by many of theſe Schi/ms, the 
church was ' miſerably diſtreſt: The orthodox Chriſtians 
were forbid to aflembie in publick to worſhip GOD,, and 


when they did meet to that purpoſe, they were harſhly 


| uſed; Yet they bore all patiently: | The uprightneſs of 
their cauſe was ſufficient comfort to them, and GOD at 


laſt was pleaſed to ſend them relief, Yet what ſhall be 
faid of thoſe among us, who, without any proſpect of 
danger, merely out of levity and curioſity, have join'd the 
Schiſm in it's preſent flouriſhing ſituation, to the manifeſt 
riſque of their own Salvation: A Schiſm, wherein they 


have none of the Sagraments of CHRIsT's Church admi- 
niſter' d, and conſequently can have no G9ſþel title to e- 
ternal life, Wonder not, my brethren, at this: For do 
we think, did jesUs CHRIST appoint Commiſſioners to 
treat with the people in his name, and will he allow every 
Uſurper to invade this Commiſſion? Will any earthly King 


ſuffer any of his Subjects to act in quality of his ambaſſa- 


dour, or FIR the acts of ſuch a Subject, without letters 
” empower- 


oy - .  . 
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Empowering him ſo to do? And if the monarchs of this 


world be ſo jealous of their honour, will the great King 


of Heaven and earth be fo carelefs of his? Our Saviour 
ſaid to his Apoſtles, Go and baptize all nat ions, and lo I 


am with you But was this a permiſſion to any of the Fews 


to baptize in CHRIsT's name? He breath'd on them, 
and ſaid, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt : Whoſe ſoever fins ye 


remit, they are remitted, &c. Did this impower any of 
the Scribes and Pharijees to remit fins ? At his laſt ſupper, 


he took bread and bleſſed it, and ſaid to his Apo/iles, Do 
this in remembrance of me, Did this appoint any of his 


Diſciples to adminiſter the holy Euchariſt? I ſcarce think 

it did. The neceſſity of being commi ſſion'd to this purpoſe, 
was ſo univerſally believed by the Apoſtles, and the ſucceed= 
ing Fathers, that even the inferior Church - Officers were 
never allowed to baptize, or conſecrate the Sacrament, 


without the Biſhop's leave. And we have no inſtance of 
any Preſbyter, that ever took this upon him without ſuch 
leave. But, 8 


What ſhall we ſay of our Preſbyterian Teachers, who. 


not only baptize without a Biſhop's leave, but even with- 


out his Ordination, mere Lay-men, that ſhook off their 
yoke of ſubjection, which they are bound to by all kind of 


facred ties, and, in deſpite of the Biſhops, the only govern- 


ors of the Church, ſet up themſelves to treat and act as 


CHRIS T' AMinifters, by vertue of an aſſum'd power of 
their own? Are ſuch acts, do ye think, valid? Do their 


Baptiſms, admit members into CHRIS T's Church? 
Surely none, that have juſt notions of Church Communion, 
will believe that they do: Indeed they can ſay the words of 


Inſtitution at Baptiſm, and can throw a little water on the 
child's face: But does this make ſuch a child a chriſtian, 


Any man can read a King's proclamation as well as a He- 
rald, but how would a King look upon ſuch a fellow? I 


well as any officer in the army perhaps : But would a pro- 


F 


and entitle it to all the priviledges of (br:/tian Baptiſm & 


can write a Protection to any of the preſent Kebels, as 


tection from me be a ſufficient ſecurity to any of theſe poor 
Creatures, or would any of them be fo ſtupid as accept it 3 
The reaſon is plain: The officers of the army a 5 the 
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King's Commiſſon to indemniſy theſe offenders, which} 
haue not, and that makes the difference. 
It is juſt ſo with reſpect to the Preſbyterian Adminifiri- 
Vene They can do every thing that way as well as we, 
but they want the Commiſſion: And fo all that they do is 
null and invalid. But, fay they, we have a e 
What Commiſh ion is it? It is not CHRIS T's Commiſſion, I 
am ſure; ' tis a Commiſſion of their own forging, and they 
know what all forgeries deſerve, The preſent ſett of 
teachers among them derive their ſham Ordinations from 
the Preſbyteries a little after the Reformation: And theſe 
Preſbyteries were made up of Preſbyters, that had rebell'd 
againſt their Biſhops, or of mere Lay-men: Tould ſuch 
Preſbyteries lawfully ordain Miniſterss At that time in- 
_ deed, Ordination was little thought of, and a well gifted 
man "thought he had Cimmiſſion enough to be a Church- 
Officer e So that, by the Presbyterian E Nabliſhment itſelf, 
even the laying on the Hands of the Presbytery is reckon'd 
but a circumftance : And if Gifts and Graces be Call e- 
nough to a man to baptize, and adminiſter the Sacrament, 
one ſhould think the Apoſtles and their followers but fools, 
to make ſuch a pother about Ordinations and Commiſſions, 
when a few inward talents might have ſerved : Nay, our 
SAvIOUR himſelf cannot be vindicated, that would not 
exerciſe his Gifts and Graces (which I hope the Presbyte- 
rians will grant be had) to the people's Edification, but 
would needs wait an outward call to that Office, We 
read, St. Matth. iii. 16: That when JEsUs was baptized, 
the ſoirit of GOD deſcended on him, and there came a 
Doice from Heaven, & c. From that time, St. Matth. iv. 
17. JESUS began to preach, But why did he not preach 
before? Had he not Gifts and Graces and capacity to 
preach ? Certainly he had: What did he want then ? He 
wanted a Commi ſſion, which GOD gave him in ſuch a viſi- 
ble manner. In ſhort, in all ſocieties, every publick offi- 
cer is formally appointed and commiſſioned to his office, and 
intruders are ſeverely puniſhed : And in the church, which, 
by the Presbyterian confeſſion, is a ſpiritual, independent 
Society, no man takes to himſelf the honour of being an 
ms” but he that 1s commiſſioned of GOD, 2 Was 
| : | ar oe 
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Aaron. And what has been the fate of thoſe that have 
preſumptuouſly run upon GOD's errands ' without being 
ſent, is ſufficiently recorded in Scripture. The miferable 
end of Norah, Numb. xvi, The puniſhment of good 
King Uzziah, 2 Chron. xxvi. for invading the prieſt's of- 
fice, the treatment of the ſeven ſons of Sceva, "As xix. 
theſe and many more ftand as monuments of GOD's in- 
dignation againſt theſe, that ſacrilegiouſiy aſſume any part 
of the prieſtly Office, without being called in the way that 
n he has appointed. And not only are the Intruders them- 

e ſelves thus ſeverely puniſh'd, but the poor people, that are 

d ſeduced by them, very often ſuffer with them. Not only 

h MKorah was puniſhed for his Schiſin, but likewiſe the plague 
1- | conſumed fourteen thouſand and ſeven hundred of the peo 
ed ple; to be a caution in all ages not to join thoſe that 
„ | Schiſmatically riſe up againſt their ſpiritual ſuperiors. Be- 

If, ſides, my brethren, conſider this, that the Presbyterians 

d do acknowledge us to be lawfully ordain*d Miniſters, fo 


e- | that as long as you ſtay in communion with us, even by 
its their conceſhon, you are ſafe : But we deny that to them, 
Is, and believe them to have no mnferial Power, other than 


us, | what they have moſt unjuſtly invaded: And fo, the doubt 
mr | lies on their fide, and *tis at their door to clear the doubt 
not and prove their Ordination: And this they cannot do, o- 
-- | therwiſe they would never have had recourſe to ſecret calls 
and inſpir'd gifts, if they could have prov'd the validity "I. 
of it any other way. And, cat _— 
If they cannot make good their Commiſſion, what a mi- 
ſerable caſe are their blinded followers in, that have been 
ſo long deluded by them, and have all this time been with- 
out the comforting ordinances of CHRIST“ Church, which | | 
can be adminiſter'd by none but by thoſe that are lawfully | 
ordain'd to that purpoſe. If the officers of the army have [1 
no Commiſſion to grant proteRiods in their King's name, 1 
but have dar'd to do it of themſelves, what a ſorry taking 
are the poor fellows in, that have truſted to them, when 
the King comes to examine the thing ? In ſuch a ſituation 
are the Presbyterians: I do not ſay, what GOD Almigh- 
ty has determin'd concerning them, neither do I meddle 
with bis ureveal'd dlluations ; GOD btb] AU that I 
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Ta, i is, they have no Goſpel title to the bleſſings and bene- 

Fits. which the blood of CHRIST has purchaſed for his 

church: And if they be in the ſame caſe with the unwill- 

/ ingly ignorant heathen, they are no better: They have 

nothing to look for but GOD's uncovenanted mercies. At 

| the moſt, tis but a matter of great, uncertainty, whether 

. they be baptized, that is to ſay, whether they be chriſtians 

or not: And themſelves grant, that we are certainly bap- 

ttixed, that is, we are certainly chriſtians. And ſo, my 

brethren, if you will go off from our Communion, where 

ou are ſure of Chriſtian ordinances, and in which you have 

F Goſpel titleto Salvation, to a Schiſmaiical Party, where 

it is 4 queſtion whether they be chriſtians or no, by ſo do- 

Ing you mightily endanger your own ſouls, you forfeit your 

_ title to eternal life, and you have great reaſon to fear the 

fate of the Schiſmatical Sins, of deins conſumed in 
one common deſtruction. 

But you'll fay, what ſhall we do? We have anche 


; _ elſe to do, but to join them: We have no allemnalies: * 0 
our own, no opportunities of worſhipping GOD, 
. or otherwiſe expreſſing our communi- 10 

ID My brethren, that's not your fault, *tis a puniſh- 8 


5 — a ee which in GO D's good time will wear 
off: And he'll never condemn you for not doing what his 7 
providence has put it out of your power to do for ſome 


time. But cannot you worſhip GOD in your own hearts 
and at your own homes? Such of you as can read, have 15 
Bibles and prayer Books, in which you may very devoutly > 
ſpend the /acred time And ſuch of you, as cannot read, | 
live near more knowing neighbours, that will be ready to t 
communicate of their bleffings to you: And GOD will W 
ſanRiſy all theſe means to your ſpiritual profit. Beſides, vi 
If you think it unlawful to join them, you muſt ſuffer - 
every thing rather than do any unlawful thing: Eſpecially 5g 
ſuffer the want of publick worſhip for a little, rather than 25 
take ſuch a ſinful and dangerous way to have it. Ind a 
publick worſhip is a duty on all chriſtians, where it can 1.5 
practiſed: But where it cannot be practiſed, the duty 4 
eth. And no doubt you'll think the LoRD's day ve, cl 

dious, as not being allowed to ſpend it in the decent, co. il © 
mendabl. 


4.5 Mk 
mendable and pious. way you us'd to do: But muſt nos 
that be born with? A courſe of ſickneſs or tract of adver- 


ty is tedious : But ſhall not theſe be endur'd, till health 
or proſperity come? I know your adverſaries. will be very 


liberal in giving you bad names, if you do not join them: 


| They'll call you Atheiſts, godleſs creatures, that deſpiſe 
preachings and love to fit at home. Yet this is no more 
than what our Sa vIOUR met with: The Fews call'd him 


a Glutton and a Winebibber, a friend of publicans and ſin- 
ners: And if they treated the LORD ſo, how much more 
thoſe of his houſe. Bad names and courſe language are 


till the arguments for a bad cauſe: And the more bad 

names they give you, you may believe they have the leſs 

to ſay : Could their Schiſm be defended by argument, let 
them make the experiment, and convince you of the law- 

fulneſs of joining them : And if they can do that, you'lt 


have ſome excuſe.But that's what they'll never ſtrive to do: 


It matters little to them whether you go to Church or not: 


otherwiſe they would take more effectual methods to per- 
ee, 1 


If their teachers be, what they call themſelves, the per- 


ſons to whom the care of ſouls is commited in their reſpec- 
tive pariſhes, it belongs to them to puniſh Seducers, and 
prevent their ſheep from going aſtray : If that be,true, then 


We, the orthodox Clergy, are Seducers, and ſhould be tak- 
en account of, and they cannot anſwer to GOD for their 


not endeayouring it ſooner. If they ſay, they had no pow- 
er ſooner, let them do it now that they have power: Let 
them call us (the Clergy) before judges, and there openly 


accuſe us of Popery, and Idolatry, and Atheiſm, and all 
the reſt of it, and if we cannot vindicate ourſelves to the 
world, then my bretheren, you'll be bound in conſcience 


to forſake us: But this is what they have no mind to at- 


tempt : Tis the eaſier way to ſcold us out of their pulpits 
and throuf& foul language at us, and blind their ignorant 
followers againſt us. And more than this, they will take 


care not to be brought into: They know how little they 


have to ſas for themſelves, if they were brought to a hear- 


ing, and therefore they always did, and always will de- 
oline a hearing. And * that account I would have you 


abſtain 
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abſtain from them, and believe them not what they ſay; 


till they can ſay ſomething in a fairer, more formal way. 


But ſay you,we are afraid of being forced to join them : 
A very unworthy, unchriſtian fear to be ſure : who will 


force you? The Government has not attempted it yet, 
and I hope, will not : Some of the more furious of their 
| preachers may bully and terrify you with Soldiers, and 


burning and dragging, and the like, which are proper en- 


nough methods for planting their Kirks, but they have not 
all theſe at command: And if they had, tho? that ſhould be. | 


the event, is not your faith dearer to you than every thing? 


Inn the world, ſays our SAIOUR, you ſhall have tribulation : 


But be of good cheer. Whoever will not forſake father and 
mother, &c. every thing in a word, ſays he, for my name's 
J 8 

Ihe Chri/tian Religion is the Religion of the Croſs, and 


600 has many ways of laying a croſs before us: Let us 


 Zake up our Croſs and follow CaRisT : Let us ſuffer with 
him here, if we ever expect to reign with him hereafter : 
thro” ſuffering of this kind is our patience and conſtancy 


try'd, and we have the more glorious reward to look for. 


The Will can never be forc'd, and without the conſent of 
the Will their can be no Sin. When the perſecuting Hea- 
#hens forc'd the Chriſteans into their temples, and violent- 
Iy thurſt the incenſe into their hands, were the Chri/t:ans 
guilty of Idolatry? No, they were not: They calmly 
| bore thatcalamity, and GOD, who knew their intention, 
approved their innocence. But J hope no ſuch thing ſhall 
be your caſe : We live among thoſe who call themſelves 
_ Chriſtians, and to be ſure none that pretend to that ſacred 
title, will attempt to wound the conſciences of their bre- 
teren by-luch impolttions. ont 8 
Finally, my brethren, let me exhort you by all that's 
valuable to you, to ſtand faſt in the profeflion of our ſuffer- 
ing faith, to confirm and confort one another, and ward 
off all the attacks of your adverſaries, not with violence or 
foul language, but with fervent Prayer and a fixt reſoluti- 
on of preſeverance: So hall you reap in due time if ye faint 
not. But if any of you will deſert the Communion of the 
Church, in it's diſtreſt ſtate, and ba/ely go in to the ow 


Ky > - 


EE 


F ( gr ) „ 
; phant Sch:/-m, to your Maker you muſt anſwer : Your Blood. 

5 will be on your own head: I hereby free myſelf before 

4 GOD from it. And, 33 . 

May the GOD of all grace, who hath called us unto his 1 
„ cternal glory by CHRIST I Es us, after that ye have ſuffer- 1 
r ed a while make you perfect, flabliſh, ſettle you e To him be 4 52 i ; 
d Lory and dominion for ever and ever, AMEN "3 ] 
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: O deliver not the Soul of thy turtle dove unto the multi- WO 
4 tude of the enemies And forget not the congregation of the 3 
Peor forever Pſal. lxxiv 20. See the whole Pſam. 
| Let us hold faft the Profeſſion of our faith without Wa- 1 
vering; for he 1s faithful that promiſed, Heb. x. 23. 1 
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